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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL. 



State of Wisconsin, 
Office of the Secretary of the State Board of Health, 

Milwaukee, October 1, 1894. 
To His Excellency, The Governor, Geo. W. Peck — 

Sir:— In conformity with the laws of the State of Wis- 
consin, I have the honor to present herewith the Fifteenth 
Report of the State Board of Health for the biennial period 
ending September 30, 189i. 

Respectfully submitted, 

U. O. B. WINGATE, M. D., 

Secretary. 
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GENERAL REPORT OF THE BOARD. 



The following is presented as the Fifteenth Report of the 
State Board of Health covering the biennial period ending 
September 30, 1894, as required by the organic law establish- 
ing the Board and other special acts relating thereto. The 
report embraces the following topics: 
General Eex)ort of the Board. 
Report of the Secretary. 
Report to the Legislature relative to drainage in the 

Menominee and Kinnickinnic Valley Districts. 
Report on Small Pox in the State. 
Interstate Quarantine. 
Some Points Relating to Vaccination, by C. H. Mar- 

quardt, M. D. 
School Hygiene, by D. F. Lincoln, M. D. 
General Health of Cities and Towns as presented by 
Health Officers. 
During Jhe past two years the reputation of the state of 
Wisconsin, as a healthy state, has continued, and while epi- 
demic diseases have prevailed in different parts of the state, 
no extensive epidemic has existed. 

The Board desires to call especial attention to that portion 
of the Secretary's report relative to Vital Statistics, and to 
repeat w^hat has been formerly urged by this Board, that it 
is of very great importance that our laws be so amended as 
to make these statistics more perfect. The state covers a 
large area of territory, and cities and villages are rapidly be- 
ing organized, and correct statistics are of the most vital im- 
I)ortance to the welfare, growth, prosperity, and complete 
understanding of the state and its affairs. 

The Board also desires to call especial attention to the 
report to the legislature concerning the condition of the 
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Menominee and Kinnickinnic river districts, and the im- 
portance of taking immediate steps to relieve the unsanitary 
condition existing in those districts, and it would here em- 
phasize what is said in that report relative to the importance 
of a mandatory provision of law relating thereto. 

The Board also urges that the Contingent fund, established 
by legislative act two years ago to be used for the prevention 
of Cholera, and other dangerous contagious diseases, be con- 
tinued. As that fund, which was then established, not hav- 
ing been used by this Board reverts back to th^e state treas- 
ury, it will be necessary to pass another bill, setting aside 
a fund for this purpose, during the session of the present legis- 
lature. While the state has been free from Cholera during 
the past tw^o years, the Board does not deem it wise to neg- 
lect any precaution relative to the future, as the disease may 
appear in our midst any year for a number of years to come. 
Dr. Koch, of Berlin, in a recent address relating to Cholera 
in Europe, stated : 

"I think it is more necessary to emphasize the efficacy of 
the measures we have adopted, as we may certainly count 
on more Cholera years. Our experience shows us that it has 
generally lasted ten years before the Cholera has disappeared 
from Euroi>e." 

The opinion of this great authority on the subject is coin- 
cided in by a majority of leading Sanitarians of the world, 
and it is of the utmost importance that the state should be 
prepared to meet this enemy should it make its appearance 
at any time. Knowing what we do concerning this disease, 
it will be an easy matter, it is believed, to control it very 
quickly should it appear, providing sufficient means are at 
command for the purpose, hence, legislation appropriating a 
fund for this purpose and continuing it, is of the most vital 
importance to the state. 

The Small Pox outbreak in this state, beginning in January, 
1894, has caused much anxiety in different sections, but gen- 
erally the disease has not been met with efficient sanitary ser- 
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vice and has not been allowed to make marked headway in 
but few localities. 

The vaccination rule promulgated by this Board, requiring 
vaccination of all school children before being allowed to be 
enrolled as pupils in either public or private schools, has been 
very generally observed throughout the state, and it is be- 
lieved much has been done by this means to prevent the 
spread of Small Pox. In some localities, however, strange 
as it may seem, active and persistent opposition to vaccination 
exists, and we fear that the result of an outbreak in such lo^ 
calities w^ould be very disastrous. In this connection we com- 
mend a careful perusal of the paper on "Some Points Kelating 
to Vaccination," by Dr. C. H. Marquardt, a member of this 
Board, which appears in connection with this report. 

We also desire to call especial attention to the article on 
^^School Hygiene," which is a report of the committee ap- 
pointed by the American Medical Association to consider 
this subject, which report was made at the meeting of that 
Association, held in Milwaukee, in 1893. The results of that 
committee's work have been generally accepted by sanitarians 
throughout the country, and it contains most valuable informa- 
tion for every one interested in school sanitation. 
BespectfuUy submitted: 

SOLON MAEKS, 
J. T. EEEVE, 
F. H. BODENIUS, 
C. H. MAEQUARDT, 
HENEY DAY, 
J. W. HANCOCK, 
U. O. B. WINGATE, 
State Board of Health. 
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REPORT OF TH-E SECRETARY. 



To the State Board of Health: 

Gentlemen: — I have the honor to present the following re- 
port as yonr Secretary and executive officer, for the biennial 
period ending September 30, 1894. 

Having assumed the duties of Secretary the first of July 
last, there is but a small amoimt of the report gleaned from 
the records since my advent to office. Much labor has been 
spent in examining past records and correspondence to my 
predecessor in office in making up the present report, and an 
attempt has been made to give as correct and condensed a 
report as the space allowed by law would permit. 

After a faithful stewardship of eighteen years, Dr. J. T- 
Reeve, of Appleton, tendered his resignation as Secretary to 
take effect July 1st, 1894, at which time the office of the Sec- 
retary was removed from Appleton, where it had been located 
since the organization of the Board, to Milwaukee. As a par- 
tial recognition of the services of Dr. Reeve, the Board, at 
a si)ecial meeting in June, 1894, adopted the following pre- 
amble and resolutions: 

Whereas, J. T. Reeve, M. D., being about to retire from 
the position of Secretary of the Wisconsin State Board of 
Health, which i)osition he has occupied since the organization 
of th^ Board; be it, therefore. 

Resolved, That we, his colleagues, express our appreciation 
of his faithful and efficient services as executive officer of this 
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Board, and of Ms meritorious ad zealous labors in the cause 
of Sanitation. 

Resolved^ That in our opinion^ the citizens of this common- 
wealth are greatly indebted to Dr. Reeve for his eighteen 
jears of untiring devotion in the work of organizing and aid- 
ing local boiards of health throughout the state. 

Resolved, That while we regret the loss of his invaluable 
services as Secretary of our Board, we rejoice in his well- 
earned reputation as a Sanitarian and with him in his much 
needed rest, and express our heartiest good wishes for his 
future prosperity, happiness, and long life, hoping and trust- 
ing that his anticipated journey abroad may result in both, 
pleasure and profit and a safe return. 

Resolcedy That these resolutions be spread upon our records 
by the incoming Secretary and published in the next biennial 
report of this Board, and that a copy, officially executed, be 
forwarded to Dr. Reeve. 

In 1893 the Board consisted of the following gentlemen : 

S. C. Johnson, M. D., of Hudson, President. 

J. T. Reeve, M. D., of Appleton, Secretary. 

Solon Marks, M. D., of Milwaukee. 

A. D. H. Thrane, M. D., of Eau Claire. 

F. H. Bodonius, M. D., of Madison. 

O. H. Marquardt, M. D., of La Crosse. 

U. O. B. Wingate, M. D., of Milwaukee. 

Finance Committee for 1893 consisted of Drs. U. O. B. 
Wingate, C. H. Marquardt, F. H. Bodenius. 

Committee on Legislation: Drs. J. T. Reeve, F. H. Bo- 
denius, A. D. H. Thrane. 

Committee on Stationery and Printing: Drs. J. T. Reeve, 
Solon Marks, F. H. Bodenius. 

In January, 1894, Dr. A. D. H. Thrane resigned and Dr. 
Henry Day, of Eau Claire, was apx)ointed to fill the vacancy. 

Dr. S. C. Johnson having served on the Board for ten years, 
his time having expired and he declining a re-appointment. 
Dr. J. W. Hancock, of Ellsworth, was appointed to fill the 
vacancy. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Report of the 



Report of the Secretary, 



The following Committees were appointed for 1894: 

Finance CJommittee: Drs. U. O. B. Wingate, C. H. Mar- 
quardt, Henry Day. 

Committee on Legislation: Drs. F. H. Bodenius, J. W. 
Hancock, Henry Day. 

Committee on Printing: Drs. U. O. B. Wingate, J. T- 
Reeve, C. H. Marquardt. 

Special committes have been appointed from time to time 
for special duties of which reports have already been made to 
you at meetings of the Board. 

Since my advent to office, I have found the duties laborious 
and exacting, having had since the outbreak! of Small Pox in 
the state an unusual amoimt of correspondence both relat- 
ing to that disease and vaccination, which has occupied a great 
deal of time and required much thought and labor. There 
are other matters continually arising in the state concerning 
which local health authorities require advice from the State 
Board of Health and your executive officer is constantly ap- 
pealed to for opinions, both legal and sanitary, which require 
exact and painstakiQg replies. This work is adding very ma- 
terially to the duties of the office and it is apparent that be- 
fore loDg, to carry on the present work that is demanded, to 
say nothing of entering into new work in different channelsy 
which certainly should be considered at an early date, the 
clerical force of the Secretary's office must be increased. Thi» 
of course will require an increase in the appropriation for the 
use of this Board. 

LOCAL BOARDS OF HEALTH. 

The law requires that the town board, village board, or 
commoB council of every town, village or city, in this state, 
shall within thirty days after each annual election organize 
a board of health. This law is mandatory and is very gen- 
erally observed. In 1893 there were some over 1,100 boards 
of health organized, and in 1894 there existed in the state 
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1,183 boards, an increase of 84 since the last report of this 
Board for 1892. There are some towns that are sparsely popu- 
lated, being chiefly farming communities, that have no local 
boards of health. Many of these places have been heard from in 
resjwnse to letters written by the Secretary of this Board, and 
have stated that they do not think it necessary to organize 
a board of health as they had no village and the inhabitants 
were so far apart tht they did not think a strict enforcement 
of the law was necessary in their locality. There are a few 
places heard from where local boards of health should be or- 
ganized and where none now exist. To these your Secretary 
has often written to the effect that if any epidemic disease 
breaka out in their locality they have no one legally author- 
ized to act in such matters and that the State Board of Health 
would be obliged to send its agents to take charge of any such 
outbreak; and that under the law, all expenses incurred in 
such service would have to be paid "by the town, village, or 
city on behalf of which such service was rendered. In some 
Instances impressions have prevailed, in certain localities, to 
the effect that the town board could act as the board of health 
in case no board of health was organized. In every instance 
where this idea has prevailed, and has come to the knowledge 
of your Secretary, letters have been written to the effect that 
the town board could not act legally as a board of health, but 
that a board of health must be organized separately from the 
town board, and that its members must qualify before such 
a board could legally act as a board of health. The Secretary 
has been informed that in many instances no local board le- 
gally existed inasmuch as the members had not qualified as 
required by law. In such instances they have been instructed 
that in order to act legally the board must be organized with 
a chairman and secretary and that a health officer must be 
appointed, all of whom must qualify as required by law, and 
its records must be regularly kept in a volume by themselves 
in order for the board to be strictly in legal existence and 
have legal i)ower to act. In a number of instances where 
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boards have organized and a health. oflScer has been appointed, 
the report of its organization having been received from the 
town, city, or village clerk, in communicating with the health 
officer the Secretary has been informed that the health offi- 
cer was not aware of his appointment, showing that he had 
not been notified and had not qualified as required by law. 
In such cases the health officer of course does not legally ex- 
ist and hasi no i)ower under the law to act. 

STATISTICS PERTAINnNG TO COXTAGIOUS OR INFEC- 
TIOUS DISEASES. 

Under the existing laws the statistics, relative to births 
and deatlis, are practically useless in this state as, outside 
of some of the larger places, no burial permits are required, 
and it is not known how many persons died, or of what dis- 
ease they died, and no records are kept. Efforts, in times 
past, on the part of this Board to encourage legislation requir- 
ing a more complete return of births and deaths have thus 
far, been fruitless, but the time certainly has come when great 
efforts should be made to secure better legislation in relation 
to this important matter. The statistics, therefore, that are 
given here are mere estimates and not in any degree accurate. 
Blank circulars were sent to the health officers of every local 
board of health in the state for the purpose of obtaining as 
correct data as i)ossible relative to the number of cases of, 
and deaths from, contagious and infectious diseases, as well 
as other data. From over 1,100 circulars sent out in 1893 to 
the different boards of health but 593 made returns; in 1894 
circulairs were sent to 1,183 local boards of health with 648 
returns. 
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DIPHTHERIA. 

During the past two years this disease has appeared in 
several places in the state in epidemic form, but during the 
past year it has been less prevalent and less fatal than in 
the preceding year. It is estimated from the reports received 
from the 593 places in 1893, that there existed 2,339 
cases, 638 of which were fatal, giving a mortality of 
27.2 i)er cent.; while in 1894, from returns received from 648 
different localities there existed 1,782 cases, 442 of which were 
fatal, giving a mortality of 24.8 per cent. It is evident from 
the reports received that in the majority of instances very 
effective measures are taken to control its spread and on 
the whole with very encouraging results. 

SCABLET FEVER. 

Scarlet Fever has appeared in a mild form in many locali- 
ties throughout the state during the past two years and from 
the 593 reports received from boards of health in 1893, it is 
estimated that 2,374 cases existed, 172 of which were fatal, 
giving a mortality of 7.2 per cent., and in 1894, from the 648 
reports received there were 2,090 cases, 98 of which were fatal, 
giving a mortality of 4.2 per cent. 

TYPHOID FEVER. 

During the year from September 30, 1892, to September 
30, 1893, the total number of cases of Typhoid Fever reix)rted 
from the 593 localities were 902, 172 of which were fatal, giv- 
ing a mortality of 19 per cent.; while from September 30, 1893, 
to September 30, 1894, from the G48 places reporting, 1,218 
cases) were reported, 147 of which were fatal, giving a mor- 
tality of 12.0 per cent. In nearly all places where this dis- 
ease has oc^curred there have been local causes assigned for 
it that are preventable, such as impure water supply, bad 
drainage, or some unsanitary condition. 
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MEASLES AND WHOOPING COUGH. 

These two diseases have been more or less prevalent in 
nearly all parts of tke state during the past two years. From 
September 30, 1892, to September 30, 1893, according to the 
estimates of the 593 places rei)orting, there having occurred 
3,530 cases of Measles with 82 deaths, giving a mortality of 
2.3 per cent, and' 2,785 cases of Whooping Oougji; with; 47 deaths, 
giving a mortality of 1.6 per cent., and from September 30, 
1893, to September 30, 1894, there were estimated to be 3,319 
cases of Measles with 117 deaths, giving a mortality of 3.5 
per cent, and 5,243 cases of Whooping Cough with 109 deaths, 
giving a mortality of 2.0 per cent., the number of cases in 
latter disease not being estimated in the city of Milwaukee, 
only the deaths being returned. 

At the January meeting of the Board, 1893, the following: 
telegram was received: 

Chippewa Falls, Wis., January 27, 1893. 
l>esident State Board of Health: Please give us writtens 
opinion of the Board as to propriety of pupils, having or ex- 
posed to WTiooping Cough or Chicken Pox, attending schooL 

(Signed) P. GARDNIEE, 

President Board of Education. 

In answer to the above, and as an answer to all similar 
questions, the Board at this meeting adopted the following 
resolution : 

Resolved, That this Board recommends that all children 
w^ho are sick with Measles, or in whose families Measles ex- 
ist, shall be excluded from all schools and all public assem- 
blies until the disease has finally disappeared from the child 
and its family; also that all children who have either Whoop- 
ing Cough or Chicken Pox should be excluded from any 
school during the existence of such disease. 
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CONSUMPTION. 

For the year ending September 30y 1893, according to the 
reports received from 593 localities in the state 622 deaths 
occurred from Consumption; and for the year ending Septem- 
ber 30, 1894, from 648 localities 903 deaths axe reported. 
It is impossible to estimate the exact number of deaths 
that occur from this disease in the state at the 
present time. Statistics in relation to these are of the most 
vital importance as it is now recognized that this is one of 
the preventable diseases with which we have to- contend. 

DIABEHOEAL DISEASES. 

For the year ending September 30, 1894, according to the 
reports all over the state, there has been an unusual amount 
of diarrhoea! diseases which includes Cholera Infantum, Chol- 
era Morbus, Diarrhoea and Dysentery. From a rough esti- 
mate based upon the reports received from 648 different lo- 
calities, over 16,000 cases and over 700 deaths have- resulted. 
Iri many instaaises the causes of these diseases have been 
somewhat obscure, but they certainly indicate the importance 
of more careful statistics and a more careful invesfigation as 
to the causes and methods of prevention, as it is well known, 
in the present state of Sanitary science, that in a great ma- 
jority of instances these diseases can be prevented by proper 
Sanitaiy regulations, but with the imperfect system of statis- 
tics which now exists, under the present laws, it is impossible 
to study and investigate these troubles with any degree of 
accuracy or arrive at any reliable conclusions. 

LEPROSY. 

Since the last Biennial Report, a Committee from the Board 
haB investigated all of the cases of known lepers, in the state 
of Wisconsin, which number five, andl reside in Dane and St. 
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Croix counties. In making a report on this investigation, the 
following letters, from one who is considered an expert in 
this disease, are herewith presented: 

Minneapolis, Minn., June 28, 1892. 
J. T. Eeeve, M. D., Secretary State Board of Health, Apple- 
ton, Wisconsin. 

Dear Sir: — ^When we parted yesterday, after the inspection 
and examination of the two cases of Leprosy in St Croix 
county, you asked me to write down what, in my opinion, 
would be the proper course to pursue in regard to the protec- 
tion of the public health from the spread of the disease from 
these two cases. 

The proper consideration of these and similar cases involves 
two factors, neither of which ought to be lost sight of. The 
first and most important is the absolute protection of the 
community, and the other, humane treatment of the unfortu- 
nate sick and dependent individual who, in his great affliction, 
must not be made more miserable by the panicky fears of the 
community, and consequently unnecessary rigorous measures, 
than by the disease which a cruel fate has visited upon him. 

It is necessary to calmly examine into the facts of the case 
and admitting as we must do the contagious nature of the 
disease, call to our aid previous experience to determine un- 
der what circumstances and to what degree the disease propa- 
gates itself. 

We are* in such an examination, met by the following facts: 
In countries where people live in a low degree of civilization, 
where poor people are crowded together in miserable hovels, 
w^here many individuals sleep together in crowded rooms, 
where no attention is paid to cleanliness, where bed linen is 
an unknown article of luxury, where utensils are not washed 
from meal to meal, where clothes, or the miserable rags that 
take their place, pass from one person to another as the ex- 
igency of the moment demands, where the cast-off clothing of 
the most abject pauper is carefully preserved for the next gen- 
eration; where such circumstances prevail, there we see the 
disease spread. Such is today the condition of many of the 
countries of the east; of Russia, of the poorest parts of Italy, 
and partly in the Sandwich Islands. Such was the condition 
of Medieval Europe, and we know that the disease spread in 
spite of sanitary regulations, mainly consisting in the barbar- 
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ous exclusion of th^ unfortunate afflicted ones from the pale 
of humanity, and it is probable that the disease had to be 
met by such severe measures, under conditions as those above 
indicated. How little we, in our present civilization need 
to fear the spread of the disease, may be gathered from the 
following: 

In New Brunswick where the disease made its appearance 
in the earlier part of the century, in Tracadie, near the Bay of 
Chaleur, the disease had spread for a number of years, but 
seems now at least to have been brought to a standstill. In 
Louisiana it is said to have taken root, and to be kept up in 
occasional imjKyrtations from the West Indian Islands, where 
it probably thrives in tropical indolence and sloth. But in 
the ^N'orthwestern states, where probably over two hundred 
cases have been imported since the commencement of the Nor- 
wegian immigration during the second half of the century, not. 
a single case is known where the disease can fairly be claimed 
as originating from any of the imported cases. Furthermore, 
while hundreds or perhaps thousands of people have come 
here from Norway, who have reckoned lepers among their 
relatives, no case is reported of the disease originating among 
these descendants from leprous families. 

In this statement I am borne out not only by my ow^n in- 
vestigation, which either by personal observation, or by cor- 
respondence with trustworthy men, has embraced almost every 
known now living case, but also the testimony of Dr. G. A. 
Hauson, who has visited most of the known cases in the. North- 
wests and by the twenty years' experience of the Minnesota 
State Board of Health, which has benefitted from the ex- 
tensive knowledge and persistent labors in this field of Dr. 
Chas. Gronvold of Goodhue county, Minnesota. 

In view of these facts, it seems to me, that we need not 
be alarmed by the presence of isolated cases of this disease 
among Norwegian emigrants in the Northwestern states. 

The fact ought to be emphasized, that so far no single case 
of Leprosy is known to have arisen in the Northwest from the 
presence of lepers in Illinois, Iowa, Wisconsin, Minnesota or 
South and North Dakota, during the last forty or fifty years. 

While it must be admitted that the danger of the spreading 
of Leprosy is very small, it cannot be denied that the disease 
is contagious w^hen exceptional circumstances favor its propa- 
gation. That such circumstances must be exceptional under 
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the prevailing conditions appears from the fact that the over- 
whelming majority of lepers who have married have not in- 
fected the other party to the marriage relation. 

Very vigorous measures, depriving the individual of his 
personal liberty, do not seem necessary, and are, therefore, 
unjustifiable. 

The State Board of Health ought, in my opinion, to investi- 
gate every known or suspected case of Leprosy within the 
state and establish the presence or absence of the disease. 
It ought also to make an examination of the hygienic condi- 
tions of the family, and if anything is found which may prop- 
erly be considered as a menace to the public health, call the 
attention of the local board of health to the existence of such 
dangerous features. 

It might advise the respective boards of the presence of the 
disease in such persons, and specifically instruct them in such 
details of personal hygiene as will be indicated below. The 
health officer should be instructed at stated intervals, to pay 
regular visits to the afflicted individuals and their families, 
so that the Board may be advised if its rules are obeyed or 
disregarded, and also to keep the Board informed if the pa- 
tients move away or die, and finally by personl investigation 
observe individual conditions which may call for additional 
iniles or regulations from the local boards. 

The local boards should in the first place inform the pa- 
tient and his family of the existence of the disease, and of 
its contagious nature, so that the willing co-operation of both 
the family and his friends may be obtained. In connection 
with this the gospel of cleanliness should be preached, not 
in a general perfunctory manner, but the representative 
of the board should enter into the minutest details to make 
the recommendations practical and emphatic. For instance: 
It should be stated that baths are necessary for everybody, 
but mor^ so for persons who live exposed to a dangerous con- 
tagion; that common cleanliness demands ablution of hands 
and face before meals and that this is more necessary in 
families where an individual goes about with a contagious 
disease; that domestic utensils should be washed after use, 
and bedding frequently changed; that floors should be 
scrubbed, and doors and windows frequently opened, that sun- 
shine and fresh air may have a chance to destroy bacteria. 
Such elementary lessons are not always superfluous, and are, 
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if given with tact and in the proper spirit, seldom, if ever, 
taken in evil part 

Specific rules should be given for the management of the 
patient, such as the following: The lepers should be pro- 
vided with their Ojvn bed and bedding for their own exclusive 
use. They should have th^ir own garments which should be 
used by no other person, and which should be destroyed 
when useless, or after the decease of the patient; likewise 
should the patient have his own dishes, cup, tumbler, spoon, 
fork, knife; all the wearing apparel, and all utensils used by 
the patient should be kept clean. The patient should be ad- 
vised to spit in a spittoon with moist sawdust, or some other 
practical receptacle which can be easily emptied, the contents 
of which should be daily destroyed by fire. If the patient 
happens to have sores or ulcers these should be properly 
dressed by bandages, which may be impregnated with some 
safe antiseptic solution, and which should be burned after 
use. The patient should be prevented from manufacturing 
articles destined to go out of the family, such as dairy prod- 
ucts, tobacco, etc. At the same time he may be allowed to 
take part in ordinary labor, if his strength allows him; nor 
should he be prevented from going to church, or visiting such 
neighbors as do not object to his presence, travel short dis- 
tances, etc. He should be informed of the danger to which 
he exi>oses other people by using their beds and utensils, and 
be warned against too close personal contact, even with mem- 
bers of his own family, in case he has running sores. He 
should be informed that he must not sleep in the same bed 
with other i)eople; that he must not eat or drink out of the 
same vessel; that bedding which he has used, and eating uten- 
sils that he has used must be carefully washed before being 
used by others. 

The above rules would, in my opinion, be sufficient for 
nearly every case of Leprosy. 

In regard to the two cases which are the immediate cause 

of this report, I will add that I consider the case of 

almost absolutely harmless, as the disease in her person has 
run itself out, and the virus probably has completely ex- 
hausted itself. In the case of it is different; the dis- 
ease is very active, and while the ulcer on his neck is not 
probably leprous but the result of the genuine tuberculous 
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infection, may contain specific elements, and it should be 
treated with, an atitiseptic wash as above recommended. It 
will also be necessary to keep him under constant surreil- 
lanoejj as (the ,idisease is active and any day may produce in- 
fectious ulcers, for the management of whicli the health officer 
must lay down specific rules. 

I should finally suggest that the family who seem to be 

poor, be provided with the necessary furniture and utensils^ 
and with a w ash tub for the individual use of the patient, at 
the expense of the community (town or county as the law may 
be). It will be poor policy to permit the patient to remain 
uncleanly from want of the necessary appliances when un- 
deanliness of person exposes the community to danger, no 
matter how slight; as he is more or less disabled by the dis- 
ease anid is almost certain to become gradually more so, he 
is a proper object of charity. 

In the case of the family, I should consider a visit 

from the health officer advisable every three months. In the 
case of Mrs. one visit every year would be sufficient. 

Minneapolis, Minn., July 6, 1894. 

I have submitted the foregoing report to Dr. Gronvold of 
the Minnesota State Board of Health, to receive corrections 
or suggestions; he agrees with me as to the preventive and 
sanitary measures here presented, and says so in a letter re- 
ceived yesterday. He furthermore made a suggestion which 
I will mention as it may meet your approval; it consists in 
the adoption by the interested State Boards of uniform rules 
and mutual report of the cases in their respective territories. 
According to the above mentioned letter, he has suggested 
this plan for organized co-operation between the Boards to 
Dr. Hewitt, the Secretary of the Minnesota State Board of 
Health. 

I fully agree with Dr. Gronvold that it is desirable that 
the Boards of the states that have lepers, keep records of the 
cases, and exchange reports and records of the cases to en- 
able a more complete control. 

As to the suggestion of the adoption of more uniform rules, 
which I suppose means some sort of organization for co-opera- 
tion, I find it impracticable, because complicated and unneces- 
sary; rules adopted by one State Board will be known by 
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others, and experience witli the practical working of the rules 
will, ty a process of natural selection, probably lead to the 
surviyal of the fittest. 

Very truly yours, 
(Signed) K]S^uf HOEGH. 

In accordance with the previously expressed views of this 
Board, and in practical harmony with the suggestions of Dr. 
Hoegh, as embraced in the report above given, the following 
suggestions for an ordinance, the adoption of which it was 
desired to secure in the townships where this disease exists 
were prepared by the committee and submitted to the mem- 
bers of the Board by whom as indi\iduals they were approved. 

LEPKOSY OEDIKANCE. 

The Board of Health of the township of hereby makes 

and publishes the following order, or regulation, relative to 
the disease known as Leprosy : 

Section 1. No i)erson who is afflicted with the disease 
known as Leprosy shall be permitted to associate with, or do 
any labor for, the citizens of this township, except in the 
manner and under the restrictions herein provided. 

Section 2. Every i>erson residing in this township who 
is afflicted with the disease known as Leprosy, shall be iso- 
lated as far as practicable from all other persons, and it is 
hereby declaimed to be the duty of those liable for the support 
or maintenance of any one so afflicted to see that they do 
not mingle with other persons by attendance upon any public 
gathering or by visitation outside of their own immediate 
family and relatives; that they take no part in the prepara- 
tion of any food or drink for others, and that they do not 
make, wash, or handle any article of clothing, or any article 
of merchandise, or anything that is to be used or handled by 
others, and it is hereby made the duty of the persons lia- 
ble for the support or maintenance of any such afflicted per- 
son or persons in the township to provide for them separate 
apartments, with separate bedding, chair, table, dishes, wash 
basin, towels, soap, and all necessary articles; and to see 
2— B. H. 
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tkat such, apartment is kept in cleanly condition, and tlxat it 
Is occupied by no other person or persons than those afflicted 
with Leprosy. 

Section 3. And it is hereby made the duty of the health 
officer of the township to visit and examine the sanitary con- 
dition of the premises occupied by any person afflicted with 
Leprosy in this township, at least twice in every year, once 
in the month of May and once in the month of December, and 
at such other times as he may deem necessary, and to make 
report immediately after such visits, as to the condition of 
the person or persons, and the condition of his or their sur- 
roundings, to the Board of Health of the township and also 
to the State Board of Health with suggestions as to any 
further rules which in his judgment may be necessary for the 
protection of the public health. 



VACCINATION. 

At the meeting of the Board in January, 1894, on account 
of the prevalence of Small Pox in other states, and the dan- 
ger to which Wisconsin was thereby subjected, the following 
rules relating to vaccination were adopted and published: 

Whereas, The State Board of Health of Wisconsin is em- 
powered and directed by section 1409b, of Sanborn & Berry- 
man's annotated statutes, to make such rules and regulations 
as in its judgment may be necessary for the protection of the 
people of the state fi*om dangerous contagious diseases; and 

Whereas, With the prevalence of Small Pox. in other states, 
and its recent introduction into Wisconsin, the assembling 
of unvaccinated children in the schools of the state is believed 
to be a source of special danger to the people of the state, the 
State Board of Health hereby adopts and publishes the fol- 
lowing rule: 

Section 1. No child shall be allowed to be enrolled as a 
pupil in any public, private or parochial school without first 
presenting to the principal or teacher of the schooil, in which 
he or she applies for enrollment or attendlance, a certificate of 
a reputable physician that he or she has been successfully 
vaccinated. 

Section 2. No parent or guardian of any child shall allow 
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such child to attend any public, private or parochial school 
in this state, and no principal or teacher of any school shall 
allow a child to be enrolled as a pupil, or to attend such 
school, without the evidence of vaccination herein required. 

(Signed) J. T. REEVE, 

Secretary. 
By Order of the State Board of Health. 

At a special meeting of the Board in April the following 
communication was received: 

Madison, Wisconsin, March 28, 1894. 
Secretary of the State Board of Health: 

Dear Doctor: At a meeting of the Central Wisconsin Med- 
ical Society, held yesterday, March 27th, the subject of vaccin- 
ation was discussed by those present. In the discussion the 
fact was developed that the effects of vaccination this year, 
especially primary, have been unusually severe, producing in 
many cases symptoms and conditions occasioning much con- 
cern for the safety of the patient. It was the opinion of those 
present that these effects were caused by the character of 
the lymph used, and it was suggested that it would be well 
if a thorough investigation of the subject could be made by 
the Board and that an authoritative recommendation as to 
what lymph is best would be welcomed by the profession. To 
that end, the following resolution, presented by Dr. C. S. Shel- 
don, was unanimously adopted: 

Whereas, The effects of vaccination have lately been un- 
usually and perhaps unnecessarily severe, and since in the 
opinion of the society, such effects have been produced by the 
character of the lymph used in vaccination, it is the wish and 
request of this society that the State Board of Health make a 
thorough investigation of the subject, especially as regards 
th.e character of the lymph now in general use; that, if iws- 
sible, the Board might authoritatively recommend what, in" 
its opinion, is to be preferred, also that it give specific direc- 
tions as to the best method of performing the operation. 
(Signed) CHAS. S. SHELDON, 

Secretary. 

On receipt of this communication a special conmiittee was 
apjxiinted and directed by the Board to examine all the vac- 
cine establishments in the state of Wisconsin, with authority 
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to go outside of the state for the same purpose should it deem 
it desirable to do so, and that said committee rei)ort at the 
next meeting of the Board the result of the examinations 
made with recommendations. 

At the next meeting of the Board this committee made a 
partial report stating that it was impossible, at that time, to 
finish the investigation properly and to make such a report 
as would be of. use under the circumstances and asked for 
further time, which request was granted by the Board. It is 
probable that that report will be completed early in 1895. At 
the same meeting in April, 1894, the following communica- 
tions were received : 

Madison, Wisconsin, March 24, 1894. 
Dr. J. T. Eeeve, Secretary State Board of Health: 

Dear Sir: Your circular of March 8th has just come to this 
office. I have literally answered hundreds of letters relating 
to the order requiring vaccination of pupils attending school. 
I have uniformly said that I thought the authority of the 
Board to issue such an order was ample, and that all district 
officers were bound to obey it; but I have as uniformly said 
that teachers were but the servants of the Board and have 
no independent authority in this matter. 

In the third of the following facts which you wish to make 
clear, you charge the responsibility of the execution of this 
order upon the teacher. Supposing the Board refuses or neg- 
lects compliance with your order, and the teacher assumes 
the responsibility of expelling from school children who re- 
fuse to be vaccinated. What warrant of law would she find 
to justify her proceedings and how would she resist a writ of 
mandamus? I think both law and public policy demand that 
school officers should be held to their accountability in this 
matter, and that on them should be laid the odium of its exe- 
cution and the burden of opposition that is sure to come from 
prejudice and ignorant i)eople. 

I think you will find the views that I have given above am- 
ply sustained by the decisions of the supreme court in 35 and 
45 Wisconsin reports. 

Very truly yours, 

pgned) O. E. WELLS, 

State Superintendent. 
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Madison, Wis., March. 27, 1894. 
Dr. J. T. Eeeve, Secretary State Board of Health. 

Dear Sir: In reply to your favor of March. 26th, permit me 
to say that I have no doubt that both the law and public pol- 
icy require that your rule with! regard to vaccination should 
be directed to district boards and boards of education. In 
the private schools, not under the authority of any local board, 
the teacher is of course responsible, and the teacher of a pub- 
lic school, like every other person, would be liable to the full 
penalty for neglect or refusal to execute an order of the 
board issued in compliance with the order of the State Board 
of Health. 

You ask if teachers are usually furnished by school officers 
with rules which govern them in the admission of pupils. I 
answer that so far as the admission of resident pupils between 
the ages of four and twenty no rule is required from the board 
or from the teacher. The statutes regulate that. But the 
board uniformly prescribes the conditions on which non-res- 
ident pupils or pupils over 20 may be admitted to the school. 
A teacher has no jurisdiction in such a matter 

The decision of our own court, in 45 Wisconsin, to which I 
referred, holds, in common with all other courts, that the 
xiuthority of the board is paramount and that the teacher 
is subject to its jurisdiction. If the board neglects to 
furnish the teacher with rules and regulations relating to the 
method and discipline of the school, the teacher makes them 
and the board is bound by them, but there is no law and no 
decision that gives to the teacher jurisdiction in the admis- 
sion or rejection of pupils. Either the statutes or the board 
regulates that matter. 

In 23 Mass., p 224, the court held that the teacher was bound 
to modify and control his actions by the order of the board, 
and that mandamus to compel the readmission of a pupil 
would not lie against the teacher but must be directed to the 
board. The statute that you yourself quote, 1409c, is directed 
wholly to officers enumerated and teachers are not embraced 
in the list, 

Public policy also demands that the teacher should be con- 
sidered as an executive officer in this matter. The parent 
finds fault with your rule; the teacher says "I am simply ex- 
■ecuting an order of the board," and when the complaint comes 
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to the boar'd the reply is "This order was issued in compliance 
with an order of the State Board of Health." 

Let me add that in cities and larger schools I can see no 
other effective way of securing the execution of your order 
except through boards of education. 

Very truly yours, 
(Signed) ^ O. E. WELLS, 

State Superintendent. 

On receipt of this letter by the Board a committee was ap- 
pointed to c'onisider the same and report at the next meeting. 
At the next meeting of the Boaird held June 19, 20,. 
and 21, 1894, the said committee reported the following 
as amendatory of, and a substitute for, the rule adopted in 
January, 1894, and the same was duly adopted and published: 

Whereas, The State Board of Health of the state of Wiscon- 
sin is empowered, authorized and directed by law to make 
such rules and regulations for the protection of the people of 
the state from dangerous contagious diseases as in its judg- 
ment may be necessar}^; and 

Whereas, With the prevalence of Small Pox (which disease 
is "By said State Board hereby designated as contagious and 
dangerous to the public health), in this and in other states, 
the assembling of unvaccinated children in the schools of the 
state is believed to be a source of special danger to the people 
of the state, tiie State Board of Health does hereby adopt and 
publish the following rule, to be of general application 
throughout the state: 

Section 1. Xo child shall be allowed to be enrolled as a 
pupil in any public, private or parochial school without first 
presenting to the principal ot teacher of the sch^l, in which 
he applies for enrollment or attendance, tiie certificate of a 
reputable physician that he has been successfully vaccinated, 
or in lieu of such certificate of successful vaccination, a cer- 
tificate from a reputable physician that such child has been 
vaccinated at least twice within a period of three months next 
preceding the date of such application, such latter certificate,, 
however, shall be void after the expiration of one year from 
its date. 

Section 2. No parent or guardian of any child shall allow 
or permit such child to attend any public, private or parochial 
school in this state, and no principal or teacher of any such 
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school shall allow a child to be enrolled as a pupil or attend 
snch school as such without the evidence of vaccination herein 
required, and it is hereby made the duty of the proper school 
authorities in their respective localities to enforce the fore- 
going rule. 

(Signed) U. O. B. WIXGATE, 

Secretary. 
By Order of the State Board of Health. ' 

At the same meeting the following resolution was adopted : 

Resolved. That it is the sense of the State Board of Health 
of Wisconsin, that all teachers in public or other schools, all 
employes in paper mills, and in factories of every kind, in 
which considerable numbers are engaged, should be required . 
to be vaccinataed as a pre-requisite to being given employment 
in such places, and also that all inmates of prisons, reforma- 
tories, jails, alms houses and hospitals, should be vaccinated 
immediately upon admission to such institutions. 

(Signed) U. O. B. WINGATE, 

Secretary. 

By Order of the State Board of Health. 

From the reports received from local health officers, since 
the promulgation of this rule, it is evident that a great deal 
of vaccinataion has been done throughout the state, and in a 
large proportion of the places the iiile is reported to have 
been thoroughly carried out. Tlie Secretary of the Board 
has received numerous letters, from different parts of the 
state, relative to the enforcement of this inile and making in- 
quiry concerning its relation to the compulsory educational 
law. In reply to these inquiries the following letter, being 
a sample of the replies sent, is self explanatory : 

Milwaukee, Wis., October 30, '94 
Mr. F. S. Hyer, Sui)erintendent of Schools, 
Jefferson, Wisconsin. 

Dear Sir: In compliance with your inquiry relative to the 
enforcement of the vaccination rule adopted by this Board in 
June last, I beg to state as follows: 

It will be observed by section 2, that it is made the duty 
of the proper school authorities, that is, the school board or 
school directors, in their respective localities, to enforce this 
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provision of law. It is not tlie dnty of the teachers nor the 
parents but it is made the special duty of the school author- 
ities having governing power over the schools. The rule is 
not a compulsory vaccination rule, but it provides that no 
child shall be allowed to attend school by the authorities un- 
less he presents the certificate required by the rule. 

In relation to the compulsory educational law, would say, 
that there is no conflict between this rule and that law, in- 
asmuch as that law provides "That any such child shall be 
excused from attendamce at school required by this act, by 
the board of education or school directors of the city, town or 
district in which siuch child -resides, upon its being shown to 

their satisfaction that the person so neglecting is in such 

physical or mentiaj condition ais %^ irendier attendamce inexpedi- 
ent or impracticable, and in all cases where such child shall be 
so excused the penalty herein provided shall not be incurred." 

It will be seen by this that it is within the power of the 
school authorities to excuse c^hildren on this ground, as their 
physical condition is such when not protected by vaccination 
as to render it inexpedient and impracticable for them to at- 
tend school. 

In regard to the penalty for non-compliance with the rules 
and regulations made by the State Board of Health, would 
state, that section 3, chapter 452, laws of 1887, provides, 
among other things, "That any person who shall neglect or re- 
fuse to obey the rules and regulations of the State Board of 
Health, or shall willfully obstinict or hinder the execution 
thereof, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon 
conviction thereof shall be punished for each offense by a fine 
of not less than |25.00 and not more than $500.00, or by impris- 
onment in any county jail for a x>eriod of not more than six 
months, or by both fine and imprisonment in the discretion of 
the court." 

It is the privilege of any citizen to enter a complaitit, with 
the district attorney, for noncompliance with any rule of the 
State Board of Health, and it is the duty of the district attor- 
ney to prosecute the offending parties whoever tTiey may be. 
It will thus be seen that each locality has it within its power 
to enforce these rules which now are a provision of law. 'Hie 
rule was made by the State Board of Health because that 
Board believed that it was one of the most important steps to 
prevent the spread of that loathsome disease. Small Pox, and 
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to protect tlie young, innocent and not fully informed rising 
generation against this scourge. The Board believes that it 
is of the greatest importance that this rule be enforced at the 
present time, inasmuch as the state is threatened with a gen- 
eral epidemic of the disease during the coming winter. 

Very truly yours, 
(Signed) U. O. B. WINGATE, 

Secretary. 



CREMATION. 

In January, 1893, the following letter was received: 

Racine, Wis., Jan. 11, 1893. 

The Wisconsin State Board of Health: 

Gentlemen: In view of the great propability that Cholera 
will appear in many of the large cities of the United States 
during the coming summer, and that it will be carried along 
the great highways of travel throughout our land into our 
own state and cities: 

We, the undersigned, members of the Racine Board of 
Health, in session assembled, do hereby ask your honorable 
body to consider carefully the question of securing proper legis- 
lation to authorize the construction of crematories to be 
built, at convenient places within oun state, that all bodies 
of diseased persons who have died of Cholera within the limits 
of your jurisdiction shall be burned, and this for the more cer- 
tain destruction of all germs of the disease to insure complete 
safety to the public health. We further ask that your pro- 
found deliberations shall also advise the complete destruction 
of germs of malignant Diphtheria and Scarlet Fever by the 
same means, by cremating all bodies of persons who have died 
of these diseases. We deem it to be a question of necessity 
rather than of expediency, and as for ourselves, recommend 
that such steps be taken. 

(Signed) J. G. MEACHAM, Jr., M. D., 

F. J. POPE, M. D., 
A. H. HOY, M. D., 
GEO. E. SMITH, Health Officer. 

In reference to the above the following resolution was 
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adopted, and the Se(?retary was directed to send a copy of tke 
same to the Racine Board of Health: 

Whereas, By the cremation of the bodies of the dead, and 
especially of those dead from Cholera or other dangerous con- 
tagious diseases, there is furnished the most speedy and cer- 
tain means of destroying germs of disease and thus the best 
protection for the living; and 

Whereas, There is a desire on the part of some of the cities 
of Wisconsin to provide for this method of disposal of the 
dead. 

Resolved, That the State Board of Health will encourage, 
and hereby recommends such legislation as will authorize the 
formation of corporations having for their object the construc- 
tion and management of crematories in all places where the 
duly constituted health authorities of that locality deem it 
necessary or desirable to provide this means for the disposal 
of the dead. 



DISPOSAL OF WASTE AN^D DISINFECTION. 

At the same meeting in January, 1893, the following com- 
munication was received: 

Racine, Jan. 24, 1893. 
Racine City Board of Health in Session: 

Whereas, It has come to the knowledge of this board that 
legislation is to be sought to allow the dumping of garbage, 
contents of privy vaults, and other decomposing matter on 
lands adjacent to the city and village corporationsj therefore, 
Resolved, That this board deem it more expedient to destroy 
the germs in all decomposing substances by fire, or by an ad- 
mixture of germicide chemicals which shall reduce or convert 
such matters of waste into wholesome and safe fertilizer, and 
further 

Resolved, That this, as the sense of the members of this 
board, be submitted to the State Board of Health for their 
consideration at the next meeting of said Board at Madison. 
(Signed) J. G. MEACHAM, Jr., M. D., 

A. H. HOY, M. D., 
A. J. POPE, M. D., 
GEO. E. SMITH, Health Officer. 
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On consideration of tkis communication, with other kindred 
m.atterB, the Board adopted the following: 

TMiereas, The garbage and waste, that accumulate and de- 
compose about the homes of the people, and in the streets and 
public places of the cities and thickly settled communities, 
form a favoring soil for the growth and development of dis- 
eased germs^ and is thus a fruitful cause of disease; 

Eesolved, That the State Board of Health earnestly rec- 
ommends the destruction of all household waste by burning 
the same as far as possible; and that all garbage and waste, 
both domestic and municipal, be disposed of as si>eedily as 
possible, either by cremation or by other approved sanitary 
processes. 

The Board also recommends that whenever it be practicable, 
measures be taken by all boards of health to provide a place 
for the disinfection of clothing, bedding, etc., by steam, either 
in suitably constructed disinfecting rooms or cars, or in some 
suitably constructed room into which live steam may be forced 
with a high pressure. 

LIBKARY. 

Following is a list of the books and jxamphlets which have 
been received for the library of the Board since the last report: 

BY GIFT AND EXCHANGE. 

Address on the Objects of the American Medical Temper- 
ance Association, from the author, N. S. Daiis, M. D. 

journal of the Elisha Mitchell Scientific Society, 1892, from 
E. P. Venable, Secretary. 

Sixteenth Annual Keport State Board of Health of Xew Jer- 
sey from E. M. Hunt, M. D., Secretary. 

Eighth Annual Eeport State Board of Health of Kansas, 
from M. O'Brien, M. D., Secretary. 

Fourth Annual Keix>rt of the Health Department, Mans- 
field, Ohio, from Harvey Keed, M D., Secretary. 

Proceedings of the State Historical Society of Wisconsin. 

Ptoceedings of the State Historical Society of Wisconsin 
1892-93, from I. S. Bradley, Esq., Librarian. 
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Third Biennial Report on Vital Statistics in Minnesota, from 
C. N. Hewitt, M. D., Secretary State Board of Health. 

Mfteenth. Annual Report State Board of Health of Con- 
necticut, eight copies, from C. A. Lindsley, M. D., Secretary. 

Eleventh Annual Report State Board of Health of New 
Hampshire, seven copies, from I. A. Watson, M. D., Secretary. 

Eighteenth Annual Report State Board of Health of Mich- 
igan, eight copies, from H. B. Baker, M. D., Secretary. 

Biennial Report of the Secretary of State for term ending 
September 30, 1892, from T. J. Cunningham, Secretary of 
State. 

Eighth Annual Report Board of Health city of Newport, 
Rhode Island, 1892, from F. H. Rankin, M. D., Secretary. 

Report on the Nature, Causation and Prevention of Texal 
or Southern Cattle Fever, from D E. Salmon, M. D., Chief of 
Bureau of Animal Industry. 

Eleventh Annual Report State Board of Health of Indiana, 
from C. N. Metcalf , M. D., Secretary. 

Bulletins of the Essex Institute and Memorial address on 
the life of Henry Wheatland, M. D., from the Librarian. 

Sixtieth Annual Report Worcester Lunatic Asylum, from 
the superintendent, H. M. Quimby, M. D. 

Proceedings of the State Unitary Convention at San Fran- 
cisco, April 17, 1893, from J. R. Lane, M. D., Secretary State 
Board of Health. 

Report of the Board of Health of city of Reading, Pa., 
for 1892, from R. J. Laing, Health Commissioner. 

Report of the Board of Health of city of Mobile, Alabama, 
for 1892, from T. S. Scales, M. D., Health Officer. 

Catalogue of Exhibits in the Museum of Hygiene Medical 
Department U. S. Navy, from P. S. Wales, Medical Director, 
tJ. S. N. 

Registration Report Province of Ontario, 1891, from Richard 
Harcourt, Register General. 

Bulletin of Essex Institute, 1893. 
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Weekly Abstracts, of Sanitary Reports, Vol. VII, from Wal- 
ter Wyman, M. D., Surgeon General Marine Hospital Service. 
Laws and Regulations for the Maritime Quarantines of the 
U S., published April 4, 1893, from J. Gr. Carlisle, Secretary. 
Annual Report of the Commisioner of Health of St Paul, 
Minnesota, for 1892, from H. F. Hoyt, M. D., Commissioner. 

Thirty- second Annual Report of the Cincinnati Hospital for 
the year 1892, from P. A. Marchland, Custodian of Library. 
Annual Reports of the State Board of Health of Alabama for 
1890 and 1891, from T. A. Means, M. D., Secretary. 

Eighth Annual Report Board of Health, Portland, Maine, 
1893, from Jno. S. Russell, Secretary. 

'Ojocal Boards of Health in the State of New York," from 
Louis Balch, M. D., Secretary. 

Transactions of the State Medical Association of Alabama 
for 1893, J. R. Jordan, M. D., Secretary. 

Twenty-first Annual Report of the Local Government Board, 
1891-92, and Vol. of papers on Epidemic Influenza, 1889-92, 
from John Bellamy. 

Transactions of the State Medical Society of Wisconsin, 
1853, from C. S. Sheldon, M. D., Secretary. 

Regulations of the State Quarantine Board of Pennsylvania 
and Rules for the Government of the State Quarantine Board 
of Pennsylvania, from Benj. Lee, M. D., Secretary. 

Twenty-eighth Annual Report upon the Births, Marriages, 
and Deaths in the city of Providence for the year 1892, and 
Tenth Annual Report of the Superintendent of Health of Provi- 
dence, Rhode Island, for the year 1892, from Charles V. Chapin, 
M. D., Superintendent. 

Governor's Message and accompanying documents, Vols. 1 
& 2, 1893, from E. V. Briesen, Superintendent Public Property. 

Index Catalogue of the Library of the Surgeon General's 
Office, Vol. 14, from Walter Wyman, M. D., Surgeon General. 

Ninth Annual Report State Board Dental Examiners for 
year ending September 30th, 1893, from the Secretary, Edgar 
Palmer, D. D. S., La Crosse. 
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Transactions Maine Medical Association for 1893, Vol. 11, 
Part 2, from the Secretary, C. D. Smith, M. D., Portlajid. 

Transactions Medical & Chirnrgical Faculty of Maryland, 
1892, from the Secretary, Or, L. Taneyhill, Baltimore. 

Proceedings Wisconsin Pharmacentical Association, 1893, 
from the Secretary, E. B. Heimstreet, Janesville. 

Twenty-first Annual Eeport of the Local Government Board, 
1891-92, Supplement for 1891, Enteric Fever in the Tees Val- 
leys from R. Thome Thome, Medical Officer. 

Eleventh Annual Eeport Provincial Board of Health of On- 
tario for 1892, from P. H. Bryce, M. D., Secretary. 

Twentieth Annual Report Board of Health of New Haven, 
CJonnecticut, 1892, from Frank W. Wright, M. D., Health Offi- 
cer. 

Paper with discussion "On the measures for restricting the 
use and waste of water, in force in the city Rochester, N. Y., 
and paper "On the hydraulics of the Hemlock lake conduit of 
the Rochester, N. Y., waterworks," and paper "On some recent 
advances in water analysis and the use of the microscope for 
the detection of sewage contamination, from the author, Geo. 
W Rafter, C. E., Rochester, :N'. Y. 

"Self purification of flowing water and the influence of 
polluted water in the causation of disease,'' with discussion, 
by Chas. O. Currier, M. D., from Geo W. Rafter, C. E. 

Annual Report of the Board of Health of the Borough of 
Ashbury Park, October 1, 1893, from Henry Mitchell, M D., 
President. 

Twenty-fifth Registration Report of Michigan for 1891, from 
John W. Joachim, Secretary of State. 

"Proclamation relative to Small Pox in Pennsylvania, cir- 
culars of the Pennsylvania State Board of Health." ^Trecau- 
tions against Small Pox." "The law establishing Board of 
Health in Boroughs." ^T^mergency Hospitals." 'Tersonal pre- 
cautions recommended to be taken by physicians in attending 
thos" suffering from certain communicable diseases." 'TSow 
to meet Cholera." From Banj. Lee, M. D., Secretary State 
Board of Health. : 1 ' 
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Beport of tke Agricultural Experiment Station, University 
of Wisconsin, Ninth. Annual Keport, 1892. 

•fransactions of the State Agricultural Society for 1892. 

Transactions of the State Agricultural Society for 1893. 

Transactions of the State Horticultural Society for 1893, 
from E. V. Briesen, Sux)erinten(ieniti o* Public Property. 

Kei)ort of the Surgeon General of the army for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1893, from Geo M. Sternberg, surgeon- 
General. 

Fifth Annual Keport Health Dex)artment Mansfield, Ohio, 
from R. Harvey Reed, M. D., Health Officer. 

Transactions of the Medical and Chirurgical Eaculty of the 
State of Maryland, Ninety-fifth Annual Session, G. L. Taney- 
hill. Secretary. 

Proceedings of the Sixth State Sanitary Convention held 
at Erie, Pennsylvania, March, 1892, from Benj. Lee, M. D., Sec- 
retary. 

Proceedings and Papers of the Conference of State and Pro- 
vincial Boards of Health of the United States and Canada, held 
at Lansing, Michigan, June, 1892, from Benj. Lee, M. D., Sec- 
retary. 

Twelfth and Thirteenth Annual Reports of the New York 
State Board of Health, from the Secretary, Lewis Balch, M. D. 
Second Annual Report of the State Board of Health of Wash- 
ington, from Geo. S. Armstrong, M. D., Secretary. 

Eighth and Ninth Annual Reports Bureau of Animal Indus- 
try, from D . E. Salmon, Chief of Department. 

"Vital Statistics of the District of Columbia and Baltimore, 
Eleventh Cemsus^ U. S.," from Census Office Department of 
Interior, Robert B. Porter, Superintendent. 

Report of the State Board of Health of Alabama, 1892, from 
James R. Jordon, M. D., Secretary. 

Report of (Twenty-first Annual) Wisconsin Dairyman's As- 
socilation, 1893, from E. V. Briesen, State Superintendent 
Public Property. 

Seventh Annual Report Ohio State Board of Health, 1892, 
2 copies, C. O. Probst, M. D., Secretary. 
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Seventeenth. Annual Report IS'ew Jersey State Board of 
Health, 1893, E. M. Hunt, Secretary. 

"Proceedings and Addresses at the Sanitary Convention held 
at Hillsdale, Michigan, July 6th and 7th, 1893;'^ Proceedings 
Michigan State Board of Health, Special Meeting September 
29-30, 1893; Mlchdgan State Board of Health: Exhibit at the 
World^s Columbian Exhibition; Proceedings Regular Meeting 
MichigaJi StAte Board of Health, January 12, 1894, from H. B. 
Baker, M. D., Secretary. 

"The Modern Rain Bath," by Paul Gerhard, C. E., from the 
author. 

**Report of the Microscopist, 1892;'' "Food Products," Nos. 2 
and 3; "A Revision of the Adult Cestodes of Cattle, Sheep, and 
Allied Animals,'' from J. Sterling Morton, Secretary of Agri- 
culture. 

Twenty-first Annual Report Wisconsin Dairyman's Associ- 
ation, 1893, D. W. Curtis, Secretary. 

Annual Report of State Board of Health of Missouri, 1891, 
R. C. Atkinson, Secretary. 

Fifth Annual Report Commissioner of Health, Milwaukee, 
1893, U. O. B. Wingate, Commissioner. 

Ninth Annual Report Argicultural Exi)eriment Station of 
Wisconsin, W. A. Henry, Director. 

Tenth Biennial Report State Board of Health of Maryland, 
1893, James A. Stewart, M. D., Secretary. 

Seventh Biennial Report State Board of Health of Delaware, 
1890-92, E. B. Frazer, M. D., Secretary. 

"Sympathetic Ophthalmitis," by H. V. Wurdemann, from 
the author. 

Eighth Annual Report of the Association of Executive H. 
O.'s of Ontario, 1893, P. H. Bryce, M. D., Secretary. 

"Mannual of Health Laws Massachusetts, 1894," S. W. Ab- 
bott, Secretary State Board of Health. 

Bulletins Nos. 31 & 32, Agricultural Experiment Station of 
Nebraska, C. L. IngersoU, Director. 

Annual Reports of the State Board of Health of lUiuois for 
1889-90 and 1891 (eight copies), J. W. Scott, M. D., Secretary. 
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^^xtrait de rAniicaire statistique de la ville de Paris pour 
Pannee 1891-De la Frequence des Principales Maladies a Paris 
pendant la period 1865-1891," Dr. Jacques Bertillon. 

Bulletins for October, November, and December, 1893, Essex 
Institute, Salem, Massachusetts, from the Secretary. 

Journal of the Elisha Mitchell Scientific Society, Part 1, 
1893, from E. P. Venable, Secretary. 

'^ei)ort on Tuberculosis in Ontario," from the author, P., 
H. Bryce, Secretary Provincial Board of Health. 

Mneteenth Keport Board of Health of Nashville, Tennessee, 
from F. E. Kuhn, Secretary. 

Keport of the Quarantine Physician to the Quarantine Board 
of Pennsylvania, on cases of Beri-Beri, from Benj. Lee, Secre- 
tary State Board of Health. 

Twelfth Annual Report of State Board of Health of Indiana, 
CN.Metcalf, M. D., Secretary. 

A consideration of Artesian Well and Surface waters from 
the standpoint of Bacteriology and Public Health, Timothy 
Mattack Cheeseman, M. D. 

Proceedings and addresses at a Sanitary Convention at Me- 
nominee, Michigan, April 5, 6, 1894, Henry B. BaJier, M. D., 
Secretary State Board of Health. 

'^Eleventh Census of the United States 1890 Vital Statistics 
New York and Brooklyn." 

'Tirst Annual Keport of the Factory Inspectors of Illinois, 
for year ending December 15, 1893, Florence Kelley. 

^Troceedihgs of the Common Council, City of Milwaukee, 
1893-4," W. E. Anderson, City Clerk. 

''Manual Common Council Milwaukee, Wisconsin," W. E. 
Anderson, City Clerk. 

Annual Eeports State Board of Health Michigan for year 
ending June 30, 1891 (eight copies), Henry B. Baker, Secretary. 

Abstract Proceedings of Michigan State Board of Health 
Quarterly Meeting July 13, 1894, H. B. Baker, M. D., Secre- 
tary. 

3— B. H. 
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^^First Special Eeport of th.e Factory Inspectors of Illinois 
on Small Pox in the Tenement House Sweat-Shops of Chicago, 
July 1, 1894, Florence Kelley. 

Twelfth Annual Eeport of State Board of Health of ISTew 
Hampshire, Irving A. Watson, M. D., Secretary. 

Fifteenth Annual Eeport of State Board of Health Illinois, 
eight copies, from J. W. Scott, M. D., Secretary. 

Index Catalogue of the Library of the Surgeon-GeneraVs of- 
fice, U. S. Army, Vol. XV., 1894, J. S. Billings, M. D., Sur- 
geon. Librarian. 

University of Wisconsin Agricultural Experiment Station 
Bulletins 40-41. 

Transactions of the Medical and Chirurgical Faculty of the 
State of Maryland, 1894, Jos. T. Smith, M. D., Secretary, Bal- 
timore. 

Transactions of the South Carolina Medical Association, 
Forty-fourth Annual Meeting, 1894," W. Peyer Porcher, Sec- 
retary, Charleston. 

Thirty-ninth Annual Eeport upon the Births, Marriages and 
Deaths in the City of Providence for the year 1893. Charles 
N. Chapin, M. D., Eegistrar. 

"Eeport upon the state of Public Health in the City of Dub- 
lin for the year 1893, Sir C. A . Cameron . 

"Transactions of the Medical Association of the State of 
, Alabama, 1894, Jerome Cochran, M. D. 

First Annual Eeport on Births, Marriages, Divorces and 
Deaths in the State of Maine, 1892, A. G-. Young, M. D., Eegis- 
trar Vital Statistics. 

Twenty-second Annual Eeport Local Government Board, 
England, 1892-3, E. Thome Thome, Medical Officer. 

Tenth Annual Eeport Agricultural Experiment Station, Uni- 
versity Wisconsin, ten copies, Wm. P. Bartlett, President 
Board of Eegents. 

Eeport on the Genesee Eiver Storage by the State Engineer 
and Surveyor of the State of New York, 1894. 

Sample numbers of sundry medical and sanitary publications. 
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Monthly and weekly statements of mortality, sanitation and 
meteorology have been received from the following State and 
Local Boards of Health: Colorado, Illinois, Rhode Island, 
Louisiana, Iowa, Florida, Alabama^ Connecticut, California, Ne- 
braska, New York, Minnesota, Massachusetts, Missouri, Maine, 
Tennessee, New Jersey, North Carolina, Ohio, Milwaukee, Chi- 
cago, Brooklyn, Buffalo, St. Louis, Nashville, Mobile, New Ha- 
ven, Davenport, Portland, Mansfield, Ohio, and Hudson County, 
New Jersey. 

Abstracts of sanitary reports from the office of the Surgeon- 
Oeneral of the United States Marine Hospital Service, and oc- 
casionally reports of a similar character from other cities. 

PURCHASES 

Since September 30, 1892. 

Parker & Worthington's Public Health and Safety. 

Public Health, Vol. XVH. American Public Health Ass'n. 

Stevenson & Murphy's Hygiene, two volumes. 

Wilson's Hand Book of Hygiene. 

Canfield's Hygiene of Sick Eoom . 

Sternberg's Manual of Bacteriology. 

Ellis' Nationalization of Health. 

Sykes' Public Health Problems. 

Medical & Surgical Eegister of the United States. 

Miers & Crosskey, Soil in Relation to Health. 

Palmsberg Public Health. 

Voeght, Cholera. 

Dibble, Vagaries of Sanitary Science. 

Atkinson, Science of Nutrition . 

Buck, Materia Medica for Nurses. 

Nuttall, Hygiene Measures in Infectious Diseases. 

Buckley, Faith Healing and Christian Science. 

Biis, How the Other Half Lives. 

Supplement Reference Handbook of the Medical Sciences. 

Oibbs, Earth Burial. 

Hampton, Nursing. , i I / 
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Annual of the Universal Medical Sciences, 1893. 
Foster's Medical Dictionary. 
Crocked', Skin Diseases. 
American Text-book of Practice. 

Hand Book of Nursing. ; I 

Text Book of Nursing. 
Sewage Disposal Works. 
Sewage Purification in America. 
Blyth., Lectures on Sanitary Law. 
Currier, Outlines of Practical Hygiene. 
Balch, Manual for Boards of Health. 
Helton, Best and Pain. 

Sworder, Popular Information CJoncerning Infectious Dis- 
eases. 

Tebb, Eecrudescence of Leprosy. 
Coplin & Bevan, Manual of Practical Hygiene. 
Standard Dictionary. 

Annual of Universal Medical Sciences, 1894. 
Krafft-Ebing, Psychopathia Sexualis. 
Willoughby Public Health and Demography. 
Bouchare, Auto-Intoxication in Disease . 
Williams, Aero-Therapeutics. 
Frankland, Micro-Organisms in Water. 

The following journals are also taken for the library of the- 
Board: 

Index Medicus. 

The Practitioner. 

Medical News. 

American Journal of Medical Sciences. 

Medical Eecord. 

Sanitarian. 

Annals of Hygiene. 

National Popular Eeview . 

United States Postal Guide. 

Wisconsin Journal of Education. 

Sanitary Eecord. 

Texas Sanitarian. 
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EXPENSES. 

• 

The expenses incurred by the Board for the biennial period 
-ending September 30, 1894, as shown by vouchers numbered 
1345 to 1637 inclusive, which have been audited and approved, 
.amount to a total of $11,295.98, or an average per year of |5,- 
647.99, and are classified as follows: 

Official Expenses of Members |1,671.69' 

Postage and Telegraphy 1,232.65 

JJxpress and Freight 159.14 

Salaries^ Secretary and Clerical 6,041.64 

Printing, Circulars, etc 740.80 

[Paper and Stationery 251.44 

Books, Periodicals and Instruments 579.03 

Furniture and Safe 392.78 

'Special Investigations 22.60 

Insurance 8.40 

Legal Services, 10.50 

Miscellaneous 185.31 

In conclusion I desire to acknowledge obligations for much 
kindness extended to me by members of the Board during the 
somewhat trying work of preparing this report. 

Yours respectfully, 

U. O. B. WINGATE, 
[ Secretary. 
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COMMUNICATION TO THE LEGISLATURE 



Report to the leorUlature relating to drainage in the 
Menomonee and Kinnikinnick Valley districts in Milwau- 
kee county, by tiie state board of health, in compliance 
with chaj)ter 235, laws of l'!?93. 

State of Wisconsin. 
OiJice of the Secretary of the State Board of Health. 
Milwaukee, January, 1895. 
To the Hovorable, the Senate and House of Representatives: 

In January, 18D3, the following communication was re- 
ceived : 

To the Honorable, the State Board of Health of Wiscon- 
sin: Gentlemen — **We. the undersigned, desire to call the 
attention of your Board to the question of drainage in cer- 
tain districts, outside the city of Milwaukee, which afects 
the city and needs an early and careful consideration, and 
to ask your co-operation in securing such legislation as 
may be necessary to remedy the same. The greatest dan- 
ger is in connection with the Menomonee river which en- 
ters the city through the town of Wauwatosa. The city of 
Milwaukee has under construction an intercepting sewer 
which will be completed now in a few months and which 
will take all drainage inside the city limits that now flows 
into the Menomonee river and relieve the same so far as 
the city is concerned, but the trouble comes from the 
drainage of territory outside the city limits. It is esti- 
mated that the drainage from about twelve thousand in- 
habitants is now flowing into the river from outside the 
city limits and that this is increasing very rapidly from 
year to year, all of which drainage flows into Milwaukee. 

"The following are some of the institutions that are at 
present draining into the river: The county institutions 
consisting of the Almshouse, Hospital and Insane Asylum. 
Two small slaughter houses, a number of privy vaults, and 
a few house drains. The Wauwatosa Preserving Works, 
Gettelman's Brewing Co., The F. Miller Brewing Co., Na- 
tional Home for Disabled Veterans, The Chicago, Milwau- 
kee and St. Paul Railway Company's Shops, and the Stock 
Yards. 

"lb is of the greatest importance, from a sanitary stand- 
point, that some system of drainage be provided for this 
district to relieve the city of Milwaukee, or serious trouble 
will be experienced in the near future. 

"The undersigned suggest that a bill be introduced into, 
and passed by the p' e ;ent legislature, providing for the 
appointment of a drainage commission; said commission 
to take this entire matter under consideration i<and 
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clothed with sufficient power and authority to employ such 
help as they may deem necessary to devise the proper 
remedies for the abatement of the nuisance herein com- 
plained of, and that if such remedy meets with the ap- 
proval of the State Board of Health, together with the 
Commissioner of Health and City Engineer of the city of 
Milwaukee, that said drainage commission shall have the 
power to carry oufc the work of such devised remedy with 
as little delay as possible. " 

Respectfully, 
(Signed) U. O. B. Wingate, M. D., 
Commissioner of Health, 
City of Milwaukee. 
(Signed) G. H. Benzenberg, 
City Engineer, 
City of Milwaukee. 

At the session of the legislature in 1893, the following 
laws relating to this matter were enacted: 

Chapter 254. ^ 

An act to regulate the drainage and sewerage in the Me- 
nomonee and Kinnickinnic river districts in Milwaukee 
county. • 

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in sen- 
ate and assembly, do enact as follows: 

Section 1. It shall be unlawful for any person, company, 
corporation, home, or institution to drain any substance, 
fluid or solid, into the Menomonee and Kinnickinnic rivers 
outside the city limits of Milwaukee, or into any stream, 
branch, ravine or watershed connected with said rivers, 
unless such drainage or sewerage be treated by filtration or 
any other clarifying process, which shall be recommended 
by the said board, and then only the effluent of such drain- 
age or sewerage shall be allowed to enter said Menomonee 
or Kinnickinnic rivers or any stream, branch, ravine, or 
watershed connected therewith, when such effluent shall 
have been approved by the state board of health. 

Section 2. Any person, company, corporation, home 
or institution violating the provisions of section 1 of this 
act, upon conviction thereof shall be fined not less than 
one hundred dollars nor more than five hundred dollars 
for each and every offense, or be imprisoned in the county 
jail not les3 than thirty nor more than ninety days, or 
both, in the discretion of the court before whom such con- 
viction may be had. 

Sections. It is hereby made the duty of the district 
attorney in the district where any violation of this act 
shall occur, to institute proceedings against any such per- 
son, company, corporation, home or institution, as^ay j 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



40 Report of the 



Drainage in the Menxmionee and Kinnickinnic Valley. 

violate the same, upon complaint being made to him in 
writing by any member or members of the state board of 
health. 

Section 4. All acts, or parts of acts, so far as the same 
are in conflict with the terms and provisions of this act, 
are hereby repealed. 

Section 5. This act shall take effect and be in force 
from and after its passage and publication. 

Approved^April 18, 1893. 

Chapter 255. 

An act to authorize and direct the state board of health 
to investigate and recommend a proper system of sewer- 
age of the Menomonee and Kinnickinnic valleys, in the 
county of Milwaukee, and to report thereon at the ne-:s.fc 
session of the legislature. 

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in sen- 
ate and assembly, do enact as follows: 

Section 1. The state board of health is hereby author- 
ized and directed to investigate, consider and report at 
the next session of the legislature upon a general system 
of sewerage for the relief of the valleys of the Menomonee 
and Kinnickinnic rivers, and so much of the territory as 
is tributary thereto, as in the opinion of said board ^may 
be deemed advisable for the public health for the city of 
Milwaukee* a.nd town or towns, village or villages adjacent 
thereto and within the proposed territory, or so much 9f 
said city, town or towns, village or villages, as may in 
the opinion of said board be be&t relieved by the use of 
such system; provided, the board of supervisors of the 
county of Milwaukee shall appropriate the money to pay 
the expense thereof, as hereinafter provided. 

Section 2. It shall be the duty of said board of health 
to designate the city, town or towns, village or villages, 
the whole or parts thereof, which shall be tributary to 
and embraced in the territory and system so to be reported 
and to describe the same in their report with plans, 
specifications and maps, and they shall also show by suita- 
ble plans, specifications and maps, such trunk line or lines 
and main branches thereto, as it shall recommend to be 
constructed. 

Section 3. • The said board of health shall further con- 
sider, report and define the methods by which said city, 
town or towns, village or villages, or parts of said city, 
town or towns, village or villages, may utilize said trunk 
line and main branches as an outlet of a system of sewer- 
age for said city, town or towns, village or villages, or 
such parts thereof as said board shall recommend and 
show the same by such plans and maps. 
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fciectioa 4. The said board of healtn shall cause such sur- 
veys and levels to be made as will enable said board to de- 
termine approximately the location and grades of said 
trunk line and main branches, and also such surveys and 
levels of the territory which the said board shall determ- 
ine should be tributary to such trunk line or lines and 
main branches as will enable said board to determine the 
method by which the said city, towns and villages, or 
parts thereof may. respectively utilize such system and 
report thereon. 

Section 5. Said board of health shall also recommend 
and defiae the size and capacity of the trunk line or lines 
and main branches, and the materials of which they should 
be constructed, the manner of construction, and such other 
pai'ticulars as will enable the board to determine the prob- 
able expense thereof. 

Section 6. The said board of health is hereby author- 
ized to enter into a conditional contract with the board of 
the national home for disabled volunteer soldiers, near 
Milwaukee, for the u^eof such system of sewerage by said 
home.cwith the board of supervisors of Milwaukee county 
for the. u>e of said syslem of sewerage by the county hos- 
pital, by the Milwaukee county hospital for the chronic 
insane, and by the almshouse, either or any of them, and 
with the board of trustees of the Milwaukee hospital for 
insane for the use of said system and said board of super- 
visors of Milwaukee county, and said trustees of said Mil- 
waukee hospital for insane are herebj^ authorized and em- 
powered to enter into a like conditional contract with the 
state board of health upon such terms as may be agreed 
upon, which contracts shall be subject to the ratification 
and approval of the legislature of the state of Wisconsin; 
«nd the said state board of health shall report to the next 
legislature the terms of any such contract as may be em- 
braced in this section,. together with their recommendation 
thereon. 

JSection 7. It shall be the duty of said board of health 
to describe the territory which in their judgment will be 
benefited by such system of sewerage, and which should 
be assessed for the purpose of raising a fund to pay for 
the expenses hereinafter mentioned, and for the cost of the 
construction of said system of sewerage, and also to recom- 
mend the manner and method of the assessment of the 
taxes and the collection thereof for that purpose; and in 
determining the method of assessment the board may con- 
sider the special and peculiar benefits which any property 
may receive on account of any peculiar uses or business to 
which such property may be devoted, requiring the use of 
such sewer. And said board of health shalHalso recom- 
mend, if they deem advisable, the terms and conditions up- 

"^ - - lie 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



42 Report of the 



Drainage in the Menomonee and Kinnickinnic Valley, 

on which the county of Milwaukee and the state of Wiscon- 
sin shall use such system of sewerage for the benefit of 
the institutions above mentioned, and what proportion, in 
their judgment, the county of Milwaukee and the state of 
Wisconsin should pay towards the construction of such 
sewerage system for the use thereof by the said institu- 
tions respectively. » 

{Section 8. The said state board of health is authorized 
to employ such assistance as they shall deem advisable to 
enable them to perform the duties under this act . 

Section 9. The county board of Supervisors of Milwau- 
kee county is hereby authorized to levy and appropriate 
out of any funds not otherwise appropriated, the sum of not 
exceeding ten thousand dollars, for the purpose of carry- 
ing out the provisions of this act, which sum shall be 
deemed a part of the expense of the construction of such 
sewer system, and the same shall be repaid to the said 
county of Milwaukee, with interest thereon at the rate per 
cent per annum received by said county on its deposits 
out of the funds to be hereafter raised for the construction 
of such sewer system . 

Section 10. The said board of health shall keep an item- 
ized account of the expenses incurred by them under this 
act, and shall from time to time, report the same to the 
said board of supervisors of Milwaukee county, and upon 
the approval of the same by said board of supervisors, 
said board of supervisors shall cause the amount thereof 
to be paid said state board of health, not exceeding in all, 
however, the sum of ten thousand dollars. 

Section 11. This act shall take effect and be in force 
from and after its passa.s:e and publication. 

Approved April 18, 1893. 

In compliance with chapter 254, in June, 1893, the board 
met in Milwaukee and inspected the districts therein 
named. After this inspection the secretary of the board 
was instructed to write to the officers in control of each 
of the following named institutions, viz.: The Milwaukee 
branch of the national soldiers' home, the Milwaukee 
county almshouse, the Milwaukee county hospital, the 
Milwaukee county asylum for chronic insane, the Mil- 
waukee county hospital for the insane, ihe Wauwatosa 
preserving works, the A. L. Schneidt's curled hair works, 
the A. Gettlelman brewing company, the F. Miller brewing 
company, the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul railway 
company's shops 

The following letter was addressed to the olTiccrs of the 
above named ins- i tut ions: t 

"Gentleocxen: I have been directed by the State Board 
of Health to call your attention to Chapter 254, of the Laws 
of 1893, which forbids the contamination of the ^IenomoBee 
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and Kinnickinnic rivers, and of the streams and valleys 
tributary thereto, by drainage or sewa£:e which has not 
first been subjected to some liltering or clarifying process, 
the results of which must be such as to meet the approval 
of the State Board of Health; and to ask you to take steps 
looking to a compliance at the earliest possible date w^ith 
the provisions of this law, so far as the sewage of the 
institutions of which you are in charge is concerned. 

"Taking this law in connection with Chapter 255 enacted 
by the same legislature, it is evident to the Board that the 
intent of the legislature was to secure as a comparatively 
temporary measure such immediate relief from the danger 
now attendant upon the contamination of these rivers as 
may be practicable pending the construction of a perma- 
nent sewer age system into which the sewage of the entire 
district referred to may eventually be discharged. 

"I am directed by the Board, therefore, to say that it 
will carefully consider any plan which you may suggest 
which in your judgment seems adapted to the purification 
of the sewage which you are now causing or permitting to 
be deposited in place and manner forbiaden by this law, 
and that it will give its approval to any plan thus sug- 
gested, the practical result of which shall be the removal 
of the solid parts of the sewage so that the effluent of such 
sewage flowing into the rivers or streams named shall be 
free from sedimentary matter." 

At a meeting of the board held in th6 city of Milwaukee 
in September, 1893, replies received from several institu- 
tions polluting the Menomonee and Kinnickinnic rivers, 
expressing a willingness and a desire to comply with the 
law, were read, and the secretary instructf^d to correspond 
with the board of supervisors of Milwaukee county in ref- 
erence to the appropriation provided for in chapter 255 of 
the laws of 1993, and the following letter was addressed: 

Appleton, Wisconsin. 
To the Honorable, the County Board of Supervisors: 

Milwaukee County, Milwaukee, Wis. 

Gentlemen: "I am directed by the State Board of 
Health to call your attention specifically to the provisions 
of Chapter 255, laws of 1893, which direct the 
State Board of Health to investigate and recommend a 
proper system of sewage for the Menomonee and Kinnic- 
kinnic Valleys, in the county of Milwaukee, and to report 
thereon at the next session of the legislature, and which, 
authorizes the expenditure of the sufj of ten thousand 
(10,000) dollars for the necessary surveys, plans, etc., for 
the construction of a permanent system of sewerage for 
the territory described. 

"As the whole of this work is made contingent upon 
the appropriation of the necessary funds by the countv t 
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board of supervisors of Milwaukee county, the State 
Board of Health will be glad to be informed whether the 
amount named will be placed at its disposal for the pur- 
poses described in the law, and if so, how soon and in 
what manner it can be made available. ] will be glad to 
place your answer before the State Board of Heal oh at its 
next meeting which will be held during the present month 
(perhaps as early as the 15th inst.), it being obvious that 
if the surveys, plans, etc., proposed by tnis law, are to be 
completed for presentation to the next legislature, work 
upon the same ought to be commenced very soon. " 
Very truly yours, 

(Signed) J. T. Reeve, 
Secretary, 

Also at the same time the following communication was 
addressed : 

To the Honorable, the County Board of Supervisors : 
Milwaukee County, Milwaukee, Wis. 

Gentlemen: " In July last the State Board of Health ad- 
dressed a communication to you calling your attention to 
the provisions of Chapter 254, laws ol 1893, which for- 
bids the contamination of the Menomonee and Kinnickin- 
nic rivers and their tributaries by sewage. 

**In addressing that co?iitnunication to you the State 
Board of Heal th recognized the fact that another law, en- 
acted by the same legislature, made it apparent that the 
law aboved referred to was designed to accomplish a tem- 
porary purpose. They also recognized the fact that any 
system that will accomplish even temporarily the purifica- 
tion of the sewage of large institutions as required by 
law, will be necessarily expensive in construction and 
prolDably also expensive in maintenance and that these ex- 
penses must of necessity fall most heavily on those who 
would be compelled to contribute most to the construction 
of the more permanent system, provisions and plans for 
which are contemplated in Chapter 255, laws of 1893, 
which system when completed may supersede and make un- 
necessary any that could now be constructed. The Board, 
therefore, designedly left the selection of a definite plan 
for the accomplishment of the purposes of the law to 
yourselves that you might, so far as possible, consult econ- 
omy in its construction, promising the approval of the 
Board to any plan which you might adopt that would ac- 
complish the removal of the solid parts of the sewage, so 
that the affluent of such sewage, flowing into the streams 
named, should be free from any sedimentary matter. 

"The Executive Committee, to whom the matter was re- 
ferred by the Board, is advised that you desire to comply 
with this law; that you have plans under coMideration 
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but have not, as yet, adopted any, and that you desire advice 
from the State Board of Health in reference to this matter. 
"In view of the facts above referred to, relating to the 
probable temi)orary existence of any plan now adopted, 
the committee would still prefer to leave the matter as the 
communication of the Board in July last left it, with free- 
dom of selection by yourselves of such plan as under the 
circumstances best commends itself to your judgment, invit- 
ing at the same time your co-operation id carrying out the 
provisions of Chapter 255, laws of 1893, which have for their 
ultimate purpose the construction of a permanent sewerage 
system with which all the institutions under your charge may 
hereafter be connected. This matter is more specifically re- 
ferred to in a previous communication . 

"1 am authorized, however, to say that if you desire the 
State Board of Health to recommand a specific system or 
plan for the purification of the sewage from the county in- 
stitutions, such recommendation will, with the approval of 
the Board, be made to you soon after the next meeting of 
the Board which will be called some time during the pres- 
ent month. Awaiting your reply. " 

(Signed) J. T. Reeve, 

Secretary. 



Appleton, December 27, 1893. 
To the Honorable, the County Board of Supervisors: 

Milwaukee, Milwaukee County, Wisconsin. 

Gentlemen: "At a meeting of the State Board of Health 
held on the 22d inst., I was directed to call the attention 
of your honorable body to previous correspondence with 
your Board relative to the provisions of Chapter 255, laws 
of 1893, which provide for the investigation by the State 
Board of Health of the drainage of the Menomonee and 
Kinnickinnic Valleys, and the recommendation of a proper 
system of sewerage therefor; the work of the State Board 
of Health being made contingent on the appropriation by 
your Board of such sum as may be necessary, not exceed- 
ing ten thousand (10,000) dollars for the necessary surveys, 
plans, etc., a report being required from the State Board 
of Health by the next legislature. 

"It will, therefore, be obvious to your Honorable body 
that the dependence of this Board on the necessary ap- 
propriation, and the limited time in which to complete 
surveys, etc., require the immediate placing of the neces- 
sary funds at the disposal of this Board. 

"Kindly inform me at the earliest date possible of the 
action of your Board in this matter, and the manmar in 
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which appropriated funds may be made available by the 
State Board of Health for the prosecution of this work" 

Very truly yours, 
(Signed) J. T. Reeve, 

Secretary . 

December 27, 1893. 
To the Honorable, the County Board of Supervisors. 

Milwaukee County, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

Gentlemen: **I am directed by the State Board of 
Health to again call your attention to the provisions of 
Chapter 254, laws of 1898, which forbid the pollution of 
the Menomonee and Kinnickinnic rivers by the doposit of 
sewage therein by any person, corporation or institution; 
and to say again that the intimate relation of this law to 
Chapter 255 of the laws of 1893, those two laws having 
beea drawn by the same person and enacted by the same 
legislature upon the same day, make it evident that they 
should be taken in connection with each other; and it is 
thus clear that the purpose of Chapter 254 is to secure 
temporary relief pending the completion of permanent 
sewerage works. The Board therefore request me to 
adopt and complete, with as little delay as possible, such 
plans for the purification of the sewage from the insti 
tu Lions under your charge as seem to you, under the 
condition named, to be best adapted to accomplish the 
object sought by the law. 

"Without desire to dictate to you any particular process, 
but in obedience to what it deems to be the requirements 
of the law that the State Board of Health shall recommend 
some process for accomplishing this result, the Board here- 
by recommends a process of filtration and sedimentation 
by means of chemicals, to consist of essentially such filtra- 
tion of the crude sewage as will remove from it all solid 
and semi-solid material. The admixture with this filtered 
fluid while the same is in active motion or agitat'on of 
fresh lime and proto sulphate of iron both in perfect solu- 
tion in a minimum amount of three and seven-tenths 
(3 7-10) grains of lime and one (1) grain of proto-sulphate 
of iron to each gallon of the sewage, which after this 
admixture is to be again filtered through gravel, sand, or 
soft brick, after which and while it is again in active mo- 
tion or agitation, it is to have added to it, as a minimum 
amount, one and one-quarter (1 1-4) grains of manganate of 
soda or potsissa in solution and three quarters (8-4) of a 
grain of sulphuric acid to each gallon of the sewage, the 
resulting admixture to be subjected to a third and final 
filtration as above described before being allowed to 
flow into the rivers. 

"In recommending the above process in obedience to the 
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requirements of the law the Board adds that it will approve 
any other process which upon reasonable trial will be found 
to accomplish satisfactory results " 

Very truly yours, 

(Signed) J. T. Reeve, 
Secretary. 

Appleton, Wis., Jan. 20, 1894. 
To the Honorable, the Milwaukee County Board of Super- 
visors : 

Gentlemen: "On December 27, 1893, 1 wrote you two let- 
ters by direction of the State Board of Health, in the one 
specifying a process which the Board would approve for 
the purification of the sewage of the several institutions 
under your care, and in the other of which the urgent 
need that the appropriation of ten thousand (10,000) dol- 
lars which you are authorized by Chapter 255, of the 
laws of 1893, to place at the disposal of the State Board 
of Health for preliminary surveys, plans, etc., for a per- 
manent system of sewerage for the Menomonee and Kinnic- 
kinnic Valleys be so placed at once, that the Board might be 
enabled to commence the work it is required by the said 
act to perform. 

" No answer having been re(»-eived to either of these 
communications, I write to say that the State Board of 
Health will hold its next meeting at Madison, on the 26th 
inst., at which time I would be glad to be able to inform it 
what action the Board of Supervisors have taken in ref- 
erence to the communications above referred to. 

Very truly yours, 

(Signed) J. T. Reeve, 

Secretary. 

Milwaukee, Jan. 22, 1894. 
Mr. J. T. Reeve, 

Secretary of State Board of Health. 
Dear Sir: "Yours at hand in regard to the purification 
of the sewage of the several institutions under your care, 
and in reply I must inform you that your communications 
were laid before the Board of Supervisors and referred to 
the special committees on Sewerage. 

"The said committee made a report in favor of adver- 
tising for a sewerage plant, which was approved by the 
Board of Supervisors. I herewith enclose you a copy of 
the report of the committee and also a copy of the adver- 
tisement for a sewerage plant. " 

Yours truly, 

(Signed; Chas. S. Brand, 
County CJerk'. 
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REPORT OP COMxMITTEE. 

To the Honorable, the Board of Supervisors of Milwaukee 
County : 
Gentlemen: "We, your special committee, to whom was 
referred the communication of the State Board of Health 
referring to the disposal of sewage from the county in- 
stitutions into the Menomonee river, and also communica- 
tion relating to the appropriation of ten thousand (10,000) 
dollars for the purpose of surveying and taking levels for 
the purpose of a permanent sewerage system in connec- 
tion with the Kinnickinnic and Menomonee valleys as per 
Chapter 255, laws of 1893, beg leave to make the following 
report : 

"Your committee have been in consultation with the said 
Statf^ Board of Health relative to this matter and your 
committee would recommend the adoption of the following 
resolution : 

"Resolved, That this special committee be and hereby 
is directed to advertise for sealed proposals from sanitary 
engineers to submit plans and specifications for the erec- 
tion and construction of a sewerage plant to be located on 
the county farm in the town of Wauwatosa, said plant to 
be for the purpose of disposing of the sewage from the 
several county institutions located on the said premises. " 
Respectfully submitted, 

(Signed) E. E. Rogers, 
Luke Scanlan, 
A. Vannaman, 
Geo. Burner, 
C. F. Weidner, 

Special Committee. 

Apple ton, January 22, 1894. 
Chas. S. Brand, Esq., 

Clerk of the County Board of Supervisors, 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

Dear Sir: "Acknowledging receipt of your letter of the 
22d inst., I beg leave to call your attention to the fact 
that it makes no reference to the communication from this 
office in which, under date of December 27, this Board 
asked to be informed at the earliest date possible, of the 
action of the Honorable Board of Supervisors of Milwau- 
kee County with reference to the appropriation of ten 
thousand (10,000) dollars which sum said Board is author- 
ized to place at the disposal of the State Board of Health 
for surveys, plans, etc., necessary to a permanent system 
of sewerage for the Menomonee and Kinnickinnic valleys. 

" It is absolutely essential that the Board be informed at 
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once, whether this amount, or so much thereof as may be 
necessary, will be placed at its disposal if the work con- 
templated by Chapter 255, laws of 1893, is to be compleied 
in time to enable the Board to report thereon to the next 
legislature. 

"I beg leave, therefore, to ask you to inform me what 
action was taken in reference to the communication above 
referred to, pr what disposition was made of said com- 
munication. It will be a favor if I can receive your reply 
not later than the morning of the 25th inst., as I must 
leave on that date to attend a meeting of the board at 
Madison, before which I wish to place your reply. " 

Very truly yours, 

(Signed) J. T. Reeve, 
Secretary. 

Milwaukee, Jan. 24, 1894. 
Mr. J. T. Reeve, 

Dear Sir: "The communication of December 27, 1893, 
which you refer to, was submitted to the Board of Super- 
visors and referred to the committee on Sewerage. 

"The Board did not take any action in the matter and 
will not until they hear the report of the committee. WilJ 
notify you at once when the committee make the report 
Yours truly, 

(Signed) Jttas. S. Brand, 
County Clerk. 

Appleton, January 30, 1894. 
E. E. Rogers, Esq., Chairman of Committee on Sewerage, 
County Board of Supervisors, Milwaukee, Wiscon- 
sin. 
Dear Sir: *'0n the 27th day of December last, the State 
Board of Health addressed a communication to the Honor- 
able, the County Board of Supervisors of Milwaukee county, 
with reference to the appropriation, which said Board of 
Supervisors is authorized to place at the disposal of the 
State Board of Health with which to make surveys, plans, 
etc., for a permanent system of sewera^re for the Menom- 
onee and Kinnickinnic Valleys. The Clerk of the Board 
of Supervisors under date of January 24th, informs 
this Board that said communication was referred to a com- 
mittee of which you are the chairman — that your commit- 
tee has not reported thereon and that the Board will take 
no action until your report is made. Under these circum- 
stances I am directed by the State Board of Health to ex- 
press to you its hope that you will report on .said com- 
munication at the earliest possible date, and to express 
also its earnest desire that you will recommend the placing 
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of means at the immediate disposal of the State Board of 
Health for the purposes named. " 

Very truly yours, 

(Signed) J. T. Reeye, 
Secretary. 

In response to the above letter the secretary received a 
communication from the clerk of the county board of 
supervisors of said county, stating that the committee to 
whom the communication of this board had been referred, 
had reported: that owing to financial difficulties, to whicli 
the county was at that time subjected, caused by the as- 
signment of the bank holding the funds of the county in 
trust, the committee recommended it as "Unwise to make 
any appropriation for the benefit of the state board of 
ho.ilth. at this time." 

1 herefore the efforts made to secure funds to carry out 
the provisions of chapter 255 were unavailing and the mat- 
ter was here dropped. 

Up to this time several parties draining into the Menom- 
onee river had made some effort to comply with the pro- 
vision of chapter 254 but with only limited success. A 
proper legal notice was served on fifteen different indi- 
viduals or companies, draining into the river, including 
the county insUtutions and the national soldiers' honne. 
Nearly all of these parties have made efforts to comply 
with this provision of law, and so far as some of the pro- 
visions are concerned, they have been successful, but the 
management has been unsatisfactory to this board. Repeated 
inspections have been made by the board and its executive 
committee during the past year, and while in some respects 
the river has been improved in its condition and several 
parties have ceased draining at all into the river, other 
parties who have put in plants have failed to have them 
managed properly, and the result has been unsatisfactory. 
The board believes that if all parties should cease to drain 
into the river at once, much trouble would arise in the 
warmest portion of the season from the results of the 
enormous amount of material that has been deposited in 
the river during the past, unless the river should bo 
dredged and relieved of a great deal of this material which 
undergoes decomposition and generates offensive gases 
during the warmer season, but the board also believes that 
no satisfactory system will be devised until a permanent 
system of sewerage is provided for this district, which will 
prevent any and all drainage into the river. The increase 
of population in this locality demands that immediate re- 
lief be given in this direction and the board most earnestly 
recommends that such laws be enacted by the legislature 
as will make this work mandatory, and thus relieve this 
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section of the stato from the serious menace to public 
health which now exists. 

No time should be lost in commencing this work, for it 
is a work which will require careful preparation and timo 
before relief can be given, and it is of the utmost import- 
ance that it be commenced without any delay and prose- 
cuted with the greatest speed possible. 
Respectfully submitted, 

SOLON MARKS, M. D., 
J. T. REEVE, M. D., 
F. H. BODENIUS, M. D., 
CHRIS. H. MARQUARDT, M. D., 
HENRY DAY, M. D., 
J. W. HANCOCK, M. D., 
U. O. B. WINGATE, M. D., Sec, 
II' State Board of Health., 
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As in the preceding report, it is believed that the records 
relating to this disease are correct. For the remainder of the 
year 1893, after the last report was issued, no cases were re- 
ported in the state. During the year 1893 one case was re- 
ported in the month of February from the city of Milwaukee^ 
and this is believed to be the only case occurring in the state 
during that year . 

At the commencement of 1894, the disease prevailed in Penn- 
sylvania, Indiana, Ohio, Illinois, New York, and other states, 
and the outbreak at Chicago, Illinois was beginning to assume 
threatening proportions. 

On the 27th of January, 1894, the first case in the state was 
reported from Janesville, Rock County, and on January 31st 
one case was reported from Juneau, Dodge County. It is not 
believed that the disease spread from these cases but it soon 
began to appear in different points of the state and from Jan- 
uary 27, 1894, to the present writing, September 30, 1894, the 
disease has appeared in thirty-eight different localities in the 
state, representing twenty-two different counties, as follows: 
Brown County, Columbia County, Crawford County, Dodge 
County, Dane County, Douglas County, Orant County, Oreen 
County, Jefferson County, Juneau County, Kenosha County, La 
Crosse County, Milwaukee County, Manitowoc County, Mara- 
thon County, Eock County, Racine County, Sauk County, She- 
boygan County, Waukesha County, Winnebago County, and 
Walworth County. 

At the present time it exists in only six places in the state, 
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representing five counties, namely: Juneau County, La Croflse 
County, Milwaukee County, Manitowoc County, and Marathon 
County. 

In a large proi)ortion of instances, outside of the city of Mil- 
waukee, the disease has been promptly controlled^ much to 
the credit of the efficient service of the local boards of health 
and the support they have received from other officials and 
citizens in those localities. 

The promptness with which this boiard has been informed 
of the prevalence of this diseiase, the methods taken to sup- 
press it, and the general course of the disease in various locali- 
ties, has been very gratifying. There have been, however, a 
few exceptions, and one of the more notable was that which 
occurred at Fort Howard. From this locality the Secretary 
of the Board received certain complaints made by citizens of 
Fort Howard and Green Bay, tiiat sufficient precautions had 
not been taken in the management of an outbreak of Small 
Pox which had existed in thalj city, and that in consequence 
there had been needless exposure and loss of life. There was 
an official complaint made by the board of health! of the city 
of Menominee, Michigan, that through the mismanagement of 
this outbreak, the disease had been allowed to enter that city, 
resulting in several cases of the disease and the loss of three 
lives. In consequence of these complaints a special meeting 
of the.Board was convened at Fort Howard on April 6th, 1894, 
and the day spent in listening to statements made from the 
mayor oft the city, the health officer, members of the board of 
health, and several other i)arties who were conversant with the 
situation. The findings of the State Board of Health resulting 
from tMs investigation were as follows: 

First: 'That there was gross neglect of such precautions 
in the management of the first case of Small Pox, and in liie 
contnol of the patient who carried the disease to Menominee, 
as might have confined the disease to the one case, or certainly 
to those directly exi)osed before a diagnosis of Small Pox was 
made. For such neglect the health officer must be regarded as 
wholly responsible. 
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"The health, officer is further resjwnsible for failure to make 
prompt report of this outbreak of Small Pox to the State Board 
of Health, wJ^chi was kept in ignorance of this disease being 
present in Fort Howard until after the death of the first pa- 
tient> and the existence of other cases of Small Pox ini that 
city had been announced in the public press. 

Second: "It appear® to the Board, however, that the failure 
of the health officer to perform his duty, in this case was in- 
directly encouraged by the fact that both the board of health 
and the city council left everything to the health officer, with- 
out question, and without knowledge as to whether he was, or 
was not, acting efficiently in any case. It appears, for instance, 
that the health officer, who under the charter is to be appointed 
by the mayor, and confirmed by the city council, had in fact 
never been confirmed and had never taken the oath of office 
as health officer; and it further appears that the board of health 
was only partly organized and had only a nominal existence 
and that it was entirely ignorant of its duties and powers. 

^1± is evident that such lax methods on the part of the board 
encouraged equally lax methods on the part of the health offi- 
cer. This fact, however, cannot be pleaded by the health offi- 
cer in excuse as by the acceptance of the appointment and the 
performance of some of its duties, he was the de-facto health 
officer of the city, and as such bound to the performance of its 
duties whether he received the moral and material support he 
ought to have received or not. 

Third: "The evidence Shows that the board of health re- 
mained inactive, trusting aill to the health officer, even when 
some of its members knew of the existence of the first case 
of Small Pox, and when all, probably, knew that a death had 
occurred from this disease. On the api>earance of the second 
case of Small Pox, however, the board acted promptly and com- 
mendably, placarding the premises where it existed, and estab- 
lishing and maintaining a thorough quarantine until the final 
termination of the disease, and the dteinfection of the house 
and its contents. It further api>ears also that during this time 
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the resignation of the health officer had been requested. The 
fact that it was not required and that he still continues to hold 
the office, can, under all circumstances, only be regarded as a 
virtual withdrawal of the request. In the opinion of the State 
Board of Health, the continuance of the health officer in his 
office has therefore made both the board of health and the city 
council parties to whatever of discredit the mismanagement of 
the first case has brought upon, and now attaches to, the city 
and the state. 

Fourth: "It is an ungracious task to criticise the acts of 
t>ublic officials but in fidelity to the trust reposed in it the State 
Board of Health believes it to be its duty to state, as it has 
done, with all possible plainness, the results of its investigation, 
to the end that such statement may help to fix the responsi- 
bility for the mismanagement of the outbreak where it belongs, 
and in the hope also that this costly experience may lead to a 
better appreciation of the duties and responsibilities of all who 
may hereafter be in any way connected with the public health 
service." 

The total number of cases of Small Pox reported in the state 
during this period is 489, with 113 deaths, representing a death 
rate of a little over 23 per cent. Of this number 373 casesj with 
82 deaths, occurred in the city of Milwaukee. At the present 
writing the disease still exists in that city and the situation 
is one of extreme anxiety to the local authorities. Active ef- 
forts, however, are being taken by the health authorities as far 
as possible to control the disease. On August 27, 1894, the Sec- 
retary of this Board received a communication from the com- 
missioner of health of that city requesting a conference with 
the State Board of Health, and on August 29th a si>ecial meet- 
ing of the Board was convened at which time the situation in 
the city was presented by the commissioner of health and the 
mayor of the city. At the conclusion of the two days' session 
of this Board, after listening to the statements of all parties 
who requested to be heard, the following report was adopted 
and published: 
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BEPOET OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE RELATIVE 

TO THE SMALL POX SITUATION IN THE CITY 

OF MILWAUKEE. 

August 29tli-30th, 1894. 

On August 27tli, 1894, the Secretary of this Board received 
the following communication from the Commissioner of Health 
of the city of Milwaukee: 

"Office of Commissioner of Health, Metropolitan Block, 
Fourth Floor, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, August 27th, 1894. — 
U. O. B. Wingate, M. D., Secretary State Board of Health. 
Dear Doctor: It becomes my duty to notify you in an official 
manner of the situation of affairs in this city relative to the 
Small Pox occurring on the south side. You are aware of 
the existence of a mob and of the riotous proceedings which 
took place in the Eleventh ward. This was instigated by 
parties who, to the best of my information, have not yet ceased 
to exert their influence in counciling the inhabitants of the 
Eleventh ward to resist the health officers in the performance 
of their duty, and in a quiet way incite those people to resist 
the state law and city ordinance. At no time since the dis- 
persion of that mob by the police has there been a period 
when patients, either adult or children, could be removed from 
their homes without the exercise of force, either direct or by 
a show of power, by the presence of a squad of x>olice. The 
persons whose duty it has been to make these removals under 
the law have, in a majority of the cases removed, met with de- 
termined opposition and in many cases with direct violence, 
and this condition has continued to increase from that time 
until the present. On Saturday evening, August 25th, be- 
tween four and five o'clock, one of the officers of the Health 
department was sent to remove a patient, a child, from 561 
Fifteenth Avenue, in the rear. The party of this place, un- 
doubtedly led to do as he did by the influence above men- 
tioned, had notified the quarantine officers that any x)erson 
coming there to remove the child would be shot, and he pro- 
cured a revolver and lay in wait for the health officer. A mob 
congregated, and when the ambulance drove up with a squad 
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of twelve iK>liceinen violent demonstrations began, stones 
were thrown, the horses struck with the missiles, and ,a gen- 
eral melee commenced. The official in charge of the police 
stated to the health officer that he had not sufficient force 
to disburse the mob and he would not undertake to do so. 
The mob was armed with clubs and missiles, the horses were 
being constantly struck, the health officials resisted, and it 
was therefore impossible in the absence of a sufficient num- 
ber of police to remove the patient, who was still at that 
house. The i)olice officials have been aware of the state of 
affairs, but are slow to act, probably in consequence of the 
fact that they have been censured for the part they have 
taken in quelling the riots in the Eleventh ward. Not only 
19 the Health department prevented from removing the pa- 
tient, but in the houses which have been quarantined, and 
from which patients have been removed, we are experiencing 
great trouble. Last night a mob, numbering in the neigh- 
borhood of two hundred people, congregated in front of 972 
Orchard St., and avowed their determination to take away 
from the house the people who were there quarantined, and 
the guards on duty at that house, who are quiet, reserved, and 
respectable men, state this morning that they do not consider 
their lives safe unless some action is taken to protect them 
in the duties which they are called upon to perform. This 
same condition of affairs is a feature at several other houses 
on the south side. This morning a mob is congregated now 
<10 A. M.) at the corner of Fourteenth Avenue and Burnham 
St.; they are at this time making riotous demonstrations 
against the guards now quarantining houses, and have or- 
ganized themselves into a band with the object of resisting 
the removal of any other persons from their homes on the 
«outh side at all hazards. The i)olice department has been 
notified of this condition of affairs, but what the result may 
be it is impossible to say, but if we may base an opinion on 
the events which have transpired during the last ten days 
in that locality, I am led to the conclusion that the situation 
is not reassuring. 

'Trom the foregoing you will observe that I find myself 
powerless to carry out either state law or city ordinance. I 
realize that under the condition named it is impossible to 
bring the disease to an end. We have been working hope- 
fully under the impression that a change for the better would 
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come, and that we should be able to make progress against 
the extension of the disease, but under the existing conditions 
this is an impossibility. To terminate an epidemic vigorous 
measures are always necessary. To suppress contagion the 
efforts must be governed by law and common sense. Tem- 
porizing with the epidemic as we have been compelled to do 
will not bring it to an end.* Every case of resistance to the 
law, even for one day, especially in the presence of a mob, 
spreads the disease broadcast, and the efforts of the Health 
department to suppress the disease are therefore useless. 

"Under these circumstances, I feel that the time has come 
when I should inform you, and through you the State Board 
of Health, of the very serious situation of affairs now existing 
in this city. 

"The people look to the Health department for the suppres- 
sion of the disease,^ they have been led. to expect that it would 
terminate, if vigorous measures were employed, within a few 
weeks . 

"Every effort has been made by this department to bring 
about this result and every effort has been met, thus far, by 
the most determined opposition, frequently resulting in vio- 
lence, which continues to this day. We are now face to face 
with a mob as determined, as defiant and as lawless as any 
that has hitherto collected, but fewer in number. 

"That the situation may be understood and that I may place 
myself squarely upon the record, I have considered it my duty 
to inform you officially of the situation as it exists today, and 
to request an early conference with you, that such action may 
be talvcn by your Board as may seem proper in the premises, 
'^^ery respectfully, 

'WALTER KEMPSTER, 
"Commissioner of Health. 

Thereupon the President of the State Board of Health 
deeming the situation one of grave importance to the health 
and safety of the state at large and fraught with great danger 
of serious consequences, called a special meeting of the State 
Board of Health at 9:00 o'clock A. M., on the 29th day of 
August, 1894, for the purpose of investigating into the causes 
an i .onditions of the existence and alarming spread and in- 
crease of this dangerous and contagious disease in the city 
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of Milwaukee, and the necessary sanitary precautions and 
regulations wMch. should be taken and enforced in order to 
check its further spread and to stamp out the disease. 

"The State Board of Health has accordingly made a care: 
ful investigation of the situation in said city, both by jxersonal 
investigation by its members and by statements which have 
been obtained from city ofScials, including the mayor of said 
city, the Health Commissioner and employes of the Health 
department, the Chief of Police and aldermen of said city, 
and committees from, the Merchants and Manufacturers^ As- 
sociation, individuals and representatives from the people of 
the Eleventh ward of said city, and has given all a patient 
and attentive hearing in relation to/ all matters bearing upon 
the various questions presented, the difficulties and obstacles 
in the way of the proper enforcement of the necessary and 
lawful sanitary precautions and regulations, and the action 
of the local authorities in reference to the suppression, con- 
troll and regulation of said disease, as well as the facilities 
afforded by said city for the care andl isolation of Small Pox 
patients and the protection of the puMio from contagion; and 
the State Board of Health makes and pulblishes IMs report 
of its conclusions, suggestions, and regulations to aid the 
local authorities and to require them to use the greatest vigil- 
ance, the utmost promptness and precaution, and to put forth 
the most vigorous efforts for the prompt and efficient control 
and sui>pression of the disease. 

^^The Health Commissioner appeared before the meeting 
of thisi Board and presented the following communication in 
writing: 

"Milwaukee, Wisconsin, August 29, 1894.— To the Presi- 
dent and Members of the State Board of Health. Gentlemen: 
On the 27th inst I addlresisedl ajiletter t<i) your Secretary to which 
I required him to call the attention of your Board to the sit- 
uation of affairs concerning the existence of Small Pox in 
the city of Milwaukee. That you may understand the situ- 
ation fully I have thought it best to briefly state such facts 
as will explain the condition. 
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^*Wlien the first cases of Small Pox occurred in the city 
no one objected to being transferred! to the Isolation hospital 
and quite a number of cases were treated tiierein. Not only, 
was there no objection on the part of those afllicted being 
treated in the city Isolation hospital, but in a great majority 
of cases they requested being taken to the hospital. 

"This state of affairs continued until certain parties con- 
nected officially with the city government began to agitate 
the removal of the Isolation hospital and openly spread 
abroad the statement that Small Pox, which had api)eared 
in the Eleventh ward, was due to the fact that it proceeded 
from the hospital. As a matter of fact the disease in the lo- 
cality of the hospital was introduced by a child which was 
for some time secreted at the home of its parents where many 
of the neighbors were in the habit of visiting. This case was 
foillowed by another in the same neighbophood which had also 
been secreted. A number of other cases appearing within a 
short interval of time in this locality led to a house-to-house 
visitation on the part of the Health department when the 
two secreted cases were found and explained the outbreak in 
that locality. 

^Tor reasons best known to themselves, and which! I do not 
undertake to explain, the agitation for the removal of the 
Isolation hospital wasi continued and it was made a subject of 
public meetings, addresses, resolutions, etc. The parties who 
originally began this agitation then made the statement that 
the health authorities had no right to remove those afflicted 
with Small Pox from their homes to the Isolation hospital, and 
incited those who were thus afflicted to resist such removal. 
This was done at first in a passive manner, afterward the re- 
sistance became more determined and force was resorted to; 
the health officers sent to remove the patients under tiie law 
were violently attacked and mobs began to congregate in the 
vicinity of those houses in which there were Small Pox pa- 
tients. Apx)eal:s were made by the Health department to 
carry out the law, and such protection as would enable the 
Health department to carry out the law, and such protection 
was promptly furnished, but the lawlessness became more 
marked and the opposition more determined, until it took the 
form of an organized movement whichl was called into its 
existence by a public meeting addressed by city officials and 
others that had manifested from the first the most determined 
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opposition to thwart the efforts of the Health deparment. 
Tlie condition grew worse from day to day until the 6th of 
August, 1894, when a riot occurred in which the health offi- 
cers of the city were roughly handled, the quarantine guards 
were driven away from the houses and mob violence prevailed 
throughout the district. On this date, August 6th, a child 
who had died of the Small Pox was to have been buried in 
the usual manner and the proper burial certificates had been is- 
sued to the undertaker. When he went to remove the b^dy he 
was driven away by a mob, the quarantine guards were pelted 
with stones and compelled to fly for their lives, and the 
mob poured into the house where the body of the dead child 
lay. The funeral which under the law should have been con- 
ducted in a private manner, became a public affair, at which 
hundreds of people were present The mob at the house was 
again harangued by city officials, the most incendiary lan- 
guage being used, and the people being called upon to resist 
to the death the removal of any person afflicted with Small 
Pox from his house and were told to bury their dead as they 
saw fit to do and not to permit any interference on the part 
of the health authorities. This occurred at two different 
houses wherein lay the bodies of children dead of Small Pox, 
and into and around which houses the mob congregated de- 
fiant of all law and order. 

"On the 8th of August another mob congregated, at which 
the same city officials made an incendiary speech, counciling 
the mob to still further resistance, and as a result a number 
of men broke away from the main body of the mob and started 
toward the Isolation hospital with the avowed intention of 
taking the patients from the hospital and burning the insti- 
tution to the ground. I am informed that this mob were de- 
terred from committing this act by the presence of a minister, 
whose active efforts quelled and overcame this mob. I re- 
gret that the name of this man is unknown to me; he deserves 
great credit for his brave act. 

"The situation of affairs was so serious at this time that his 
honor, the mayor, issued a proclamation calling upon the peo- 
ple to desist from their acts of violence, to return to their 
homes and to obey the laws. Notwithstanding his honor's 
proclamation, the mob again congregated with the avowed 
intention of resisting the health officers in the discharge of 
their duties, and another riot occurred in which a number of 
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men belonging to the Police department, as well as some in 
the mob, were quite seriously injured. 

"On the 11th of August more riotous assemblages took 
place and the persons afflicted with Small Pox, the number 
of which had by this time considerably increased, were re- 
tained in their homes by mobs collected about the houses, 
and the efforts of the Health department to remove them were 
resisted by physical violence,' although in many instances the 
sick person had requested to be taken to the Isolation hos- 
pital. At this time, also, several families in which were cases 
of Small Pox were assisted by members of the mob to escape 
from their homes and moved into places then unknown, but 
where Small Pox has since appeared either in different parts 
of the city or in adjacent towns or counties. 

"On the 12th of August the situation had become so grave 
as to cause apprehension on the part of a neighboring state, 
and the Secretary of the Board of Health visited Milwaukee 
for the purpose of making an examination of the condition of 
affairs; and on the evening of that day a meeting was held 
and the situation discussed. It was determined by the Hon- 
orable Mayor and other officials that more vigorous efforts 
should be made to stamp out the disease and prevent further 
lawless acts on the part of those who were resisting the laws. 
This was attempted, and for a few days the Health dei)artment 
met with better success in carrying out the laws of the state 
and the city ordinances, but in a short time the lawlessness 
again occurred and from about the 16th of August until the 
present time there have been but few, if any, removals from 
the portion of the city where the disease is most prevalent, 
which was not accompanied by the gathering of a mob and 
acts of lawlessness, so that it was necessary at all times to 
have a squad of policemen accompany the health officers to 
houses where there were cases of Small Pox, even to those 
houses in which were Small Pox patients who had requested of 
their own volition to be removed to the hospital, but in several 
instances the mob prevented such removal and it was found 
impossible to carry out the law. 

"This state of affairs has continued from that time until 
Saturday, the 25th inst., when violent demonstrations by the 
mob again occurred; the health officers were attacked, and 
even the police force found themselves unable to cope with 
the mob. From that day until the present mob violence has 
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ruled, and yesterday, the 28tli inst., violence and lawlessness 
prevailed throughout the section. The police sent to assist 
the health officers were attacked by the mob, and they, with 
the health officers, were driven out of the community, and the 
mob has set the law at defiance. 

"This is the condition this morning. In addition to the 
acts of lawlessness committed by the mob, injunction after 
injunction has been obtained to prevent locating additional 
hospitals where the authorities thought best to have them 
placed, and an injunction is now pending restraining the re- 
moval of a certain individual, who, under the law, I believe 
it to be imperatively necessary to remove to the Isolation hos- 
pital to prevent the extension of the disease. 

"In the effort to carry out state law and city ordinances 
the Health department has been promptly assisted by the 
Police department but in spite of this fact lawlessness con- 
tinues and the health laws are defied by the mob. It is un- 
necessary for me to say to you that during this time the num- 
ber of cases of Small Pox has rapidly increased and in my 
judgment the condition of affairs in the city of Milwaukee at 
this time is such as to cause the greatest apprehension for 
the health of its citizens. The Health department finds itself 
unable to carry out the law for the protection of public health. 
It is openly defied, not only by those of whom perhaps it 
might be said that they are ignorai^t of the consequences of 
their acts, but by city officials who are supposed to maintain 
and enforce the law of the land. 

^TJnder the existing condition of affairs I believe it to be 
my duty to state to your Board that the Health department 
of the city of Milwaukee cannot enforce the health laws, and 
in consequence is unable to prevent the extension of this dis- 
ease, or to cause it to be retained in that section of the city 
where it has been and is now most prevalent, and therefore 
it becomes my duty to request the State Board of Health, if 
in their judgment they consider it to be proper so to do, to 
take such steps and make such orders relative to the situ- 
ation as they in their judgment think proper. 

'T!n this connection it is my duty to state that the acts of 
lawlessness and resistance to the health authorities is now 
and has been confined exclusively to one section of the city, 
that the victims and cases which have occurred in other parts 
of the city have either requested to be conveyed to the city 
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Isolation hospital for treatment, or, where they have expressed 
a desire to remain in their own homes wh^n the danger fi'om 
such a course has been set before them, they have acquiesced 
cheerfully to the requirements of the law. 

"I desire to state further th.at in every instance where the 
law has thus been promptly complied with and the rules and 
regulations of the Health department carried out the disease 
has been in each instance stamped out, and there is not a 
particle of evidence that a single case of infection has been 
carried from those centers. 

"This condition has occurred in such a number of cases as 
to demonstrate beyond doubt the value of the established 
rules and regulations for suppressing the disease, and that 
it is to the resistance of such rules and regulations we may 
attribute the alarming extension of the disease in that sec- 
tion of the city where mob violence prevails, also to other and 
remote places where infected people carry the disease in their 
clothing or otherwise. Several of the cases occurring in parts 
of the city remote from the infected center have been traced 
directly to people Who have come from the infected regions, 
and who now go about unrestrained, without supervision, 
spreading the germs of the disease wherever they happen to 
stop. It is to this fact and to this fact alone that we may 
attribute the large increase in the number of cases in the 
immediate future as a direct result of the total disregard of 
the state laws and city ordinances. 

'TTnder such circumstances the disease will not only spread 
rapidly through the city, but to the neighboring towns and 
other parts of the state or to neighboring states, and it is to 
prevent such a calamity that I have considered it my duty 
to lay this matter before your Board, that you may take such 
action as in your judgment you see fit to check the further 
extension of this disease. 

"Respectfully submitted, 

'WALTER KEMPSTER, 
"Commissioner of Health." 
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To the above letter Health CJommissioiier Kempster attached 
the following abstract from the Small Pox records covering 
the period from January 1, 1894, to August 28, 1894: 
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"Of the thirty-six patients left at home fifteen have been 
left within the last two days since the beginning of the ri- 
otous demonstrations on the south side. Deducting these 
fifteen cases, which should properly have gone to the hospital, 
it would raise the death rate of cases treated at home to 42.9 
per cent 

"The following table showing the location by wards was 
submitted: 
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"Premises now under quarantine — 65. 

"A most thorough and minute investigation and rigid in- 
quiry was then made by the Board of Health in reference to 
the methods of the Health departmejit, its manner of deal- 
ing with cases of Small Pox, and with reference to the facili- 
ties for treating patients, the care taken and the efforts made 
to isolate cases of Small Pox, and to quarantine and disin- 
fect infected persons and premises, as well as all complaints 
and other matter bearing upon the subject matter. 

*We find a most unfortunate lack of harmony between the 
Health department and certain city officials, also citizens, not 
only in the infected districts, but in other parts of the city 
as well, which should not be tolerated. Pestilential diseases 
can never be overcome while such a lack of harmony exists. 
These diseases have no regard for political struggles, party, 
sex, or creed, except to take speedy advantage of the time 
lost in discussion or wrangling over such matters. 
5— B. H. 
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*^We find a wide spread misapprehensian as to the scope, 
purposes and objects of the salutary provisions of the law 
for the control and prevention of contagious diseases, as well 
as of the purpose and necessity for the efforts of the Health 
department of said city in its attempts to perform its duty 
and check and prevent the spread of the contagion, and the 
wisdom and propriety of the efforts it has been making to 
enforce these proper and necessary regulations for the pro- 
tection of all; and also as to the condition of the Isolation 
hospital, and the provisions there made for caring for the un- 
fortunate sick. 

"We find no evidence whatever of any improper, brutal, or 
harsh treatment of the unfortunate sick, or of their relatives 
and friends by the Health department in the performance of 
its duties. 

^We find that the Commissioner of Health of said city has 
been faithfully, honestly and ably endeavoring to use all nec- 
essary precautions and to properly and effectively enforce 
the proper sanitary regulations in the treatment, control, and 
disposition of cases of this disease and the disinfection of in- 
fected premises, as his oath of office requires, and we urge 
upon him and his employes a continuance of the utmost 
painstaking care and vigilance. We urge upon the Mayor, as 
the chief executive officer of the city, the Chief of Police and 
his department, the Sheriff and his deputies, the aldermen and 
all civil officers, and every citizen of said city, that they aid 
the Commissioner of Health to the utmost of their power in 
all his efforts in the management of said disease and to pro- 
tect the public against its further spread. 

^We urge the common council of said city to act promptly 
in providing the necessary means to enable the Health de- 
partment to perform its full duty, and to see to it that no ob- 
stacles are allowed in the way of the most efficient and ef- 
fective sanitary service. 

"We find that there has been an unreasonable opposition 
and hostility to the efforts of the Commissioner of Health in 
these directions which have been instrumental in largely 
thwarting the efforts that have been made and are fraught 
with the greatest danger to the people of this commonwealth. 

"The State Board of Health by its committee of non-resident 
physicians, who are entirely free from all bias, has made a 
thorough inspection and investigation of the Isolation hos- 
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pital. Its committee unanimously reported that they person- 
ally inspected every portion of said hospital and find it in a 
very clean and proper sanitary condition; that the patients 
are receiving unusually good care; that the attendants are 
capable and efficient and of sufficient number; that the pa^ 
tients were generally doing well and expressed themselves 
as well satisfied, and we recommend the methods of treat- 
ment there used and the care the patients are there receiv- 
ing. 

^^We find that the institution is not over-crowded, that there 
are ample accommodations for all that are there and room 
for more, and that the institution as at present managed is 
a first class hospital in all the requirements for the purposes 
for which it is used, and that Milwaukee is fortunate in hav- 
ing so excellent an institution. 

^'While we consider it an Institution particularly well 
adapted to the care and treatment of Diphtheria, Scarlet 
Fever, etc., we do not approve of its present location as a 
hospital for Small Pox patients, and especially for such large 
numbers as now exist in said city and we urge that the city 
take immediate steps towards providing a proper Isolation 
hospital for this disease further removed from the inhabited 
portion of the city. 

*^We also recommend that the utmost strictness be observed 
in the enforcement of the police regulations of said Isolation 
hospital and grounds and that the greatest caution be exer- 
cised in the admission of any person thereto, other than those 
suffering from disease, and that the employes, nurses and 
other persons belonging there be required to remain upon 
said premises; and that great care and caution should be 
taken in providing for the delivery and reception of all sup- 
plies for the hospital at the entrance grounds, outside of said 
building, for which purpose a suitable structure or receptacle 
should be provided at or near the gates of said institution; 
and that the utmost care be rigidly enforced in the admission 
of clergymen, physicians or other i)ersons entitled to admis- 
sion under the law, for their proper disinfection and other 
necessary precautions, and that all such persons be required 
to make their stay in said hospital as short as possible. 

"The safety of lie public, the laws and the best interests of 
the community require the prompt, complete and absolute 
isolation of each and every case of Small Pox, and we direct 
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and require of the Commisioner of Health, his assistants and 
employes, the mayor of said city, and all his civil officers, as 
well as all members of the common council, the chief of police 
and all members of the police force, and all citizens generally, 
that they unite with the health department of said city in 
seeing that the laws of the state and the ordinances of the 
city, and the regulations of the ^health department of said 
city in that respect, are faithfully and vigorously enforced; 
that no crowds or gatherings of persons be permitted in the 
vicinity of any case of Small Pox or infected premises, or of 
any ambulance engaged in the removal of patients, and that 
these regulations should be rigidly adhered to by the health de- 
partment and enforced by the officials, police and citizens, un- 
der any and all circumstance^s, and that no public funeral be 
permitted in ciase of deaijh from this disease under any circum- 
stances, and that all funerals in such cases be made at night 

between the hours of 9 p. m. andj 5 ,a.m., and that every 
undertaker officiating at such burial be wholly under the con- 
trol and direction of the health department and made to sub- 
mit to its regulations and requirements. 

"If for any reason cases are permitted to remain in their 
homes or other quarters, it shall only be done in the wise dis- 
cretion of the Health Commissioner and medical officers of 
the health department and then an absolute and strict quar- 
antine of said premises must be rigidly maintained at all haz- 
ards for the requisite period of time, and that the utmost vig- 
ilance and care be taken to enforce the law and prevent the 
violation of these regulations; that in every case there must 
be a thorough disinfection of the premises and the destruc- 
tion of all infected materials or fabrics that cannot be com- 
pletely disinfected and that in the executions of all these 
regulations under the direction of the health department of 
said city there should be the heartiest co-oper(^,tion of all cit- 
izens and officials in seeing that every regulation and require- 
ment is faithfully and thoroughly carried out. 

*T!jet it always be borne in mind that the two great essen- 
tial requisites for controlling and suppressing Small Pox are 
rigid isolation and successful vaccination. All persons should 
be speedily and successfully vaccinated by competent physi- 
cian and no negligence permitted in relation thereto. 

^We deem it of the utmost importance that all these laws 
and regulataions for the protection of the people against the 
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dangers of contagious diseases be thoroughly enforced, and 
that all violations of these laws and regulations be promptly 
and properly prosecuted and punished by the proper officials 
and tribunals, and that every influence and every means be 
used and made effective for the promotion of the general wel- 
fare. 

^^We recommend frequent conferences and meetings of the 
health and other city authorities with committees of citizens, 
business men and associations, for mutual aid and assistance, 
under the direction and approval of the health authorities, ip 
energetically stamping out this disease and preventing its fur- 
ther spread, and that all personal and petty disputes and bick- 
erings, and all political and other differences give way to a 
united and determined effort and a cheerful acquiescence on 
the part of all citizens in all usual and sanitary precautions 
and measures as required by the laws and the proper health 
authorities to the end that many human lives may be saved 
and greater disaster and suffering averted. 

"The State Board of Health of Wisconsin: 

"SOLOX MARKS, M. D., 

^Tresident 
"U. O. B. WINGATE, M. D., 

"Secretary." 



Digitized by 



Google 



70 Report of the 



Interstate Quarantine, 



INTERSTATE QUARANTINE. 



Section 3 of an act granting additional quarantine lowers 
and imposing additional duties upon the Marine Hospital Ser- 
vice of the United States of America, in congress assembled, 
and approved February 15tli, 1893, reads as follows: 

Sec 3. That the Supervising Surgeon General of 'the 
Marine Hospital Service shall, immediately after this act 
takes effect, examine the quarantine regulations of all state 
and municipal boards of health, and shall, under the direction 
of the Secretary of the Treasury co-operate with and aid state 
and municipal boards of health in the execution and enforce- 
ment of the rules and regulations of such boards and in the 
execution and enforcement of the rules and regulations made 
by the Secretary of the Treasury to prevent the introduction 
of contagious or infectious diseases into the United States 
from foreign countries, and into one state or territory or the 
District of (Columbia from another state or territory or the 
District of Columbia; and all rules and regulations made by 
the Secretary of the Treasury shall operate uniformly and in 
no manner discriminate against any port or place; and at such 
ports and places within the United States as have no quaran- 
tine regulations under state or municipal authority, where 
such regulations are, in the opinion of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, necessary to prevent the introduction of contagious 
or infectious diseases into the United States from foreign 
countries, or into one state or territory or the District of Col- 
umbia from another state or territory or the District of Col- 
umbia, and at such ports and places within the United States 
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where quarantine regulations exist under tke authority of 
the state or municipality which, in the opinion of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, are not sufllcient to prevent the intro- 
duction of such diseases into the United States, or into one 
state or territory or the District of Columbia from another 
state or territory or the District of Columbia, the Secretary 
of the Treasury shall, if in his judgment it is necessary and 
proper, make sucB. additional rules and regulations as are 
necessary to prevent the introduction of such diseases into 
the United' Statets from foreign countries, or into one state 
or territory or the District of Columbia from another state oi 
territory or the District of Columbia, and when said rules and 
regulations have been made they shall be promulgated by the 
Secretary of the Treasury and enforced by the sanitary 
authorities of the states and municipalities, where the state 
or municipal health authorities will undertake to execute and 
enforce them; but if the state or municipal authorities shall 
faU or refuse to enforce said rules and regulations the Pres- 
ident shall execute and enforce the same and adopt such 
measures as in his judgment shall be necessary to prevent the 
introduction or spread of such diseases, and may detail or 
appoint officers for that purpose. The Secretary of the Treas- 
ury shall make such rules and regulations as are necessary 
to be observed by vessels at the port of departure and on the 
voyage, where such vessels sail from any foreign port or place 
to any port or place in the United States, to 
secure the best sanitary condition of such ves- 
sel, her cargo, passengers and crew; which shall be 
published and communicated to and enforced by the consular 
officers of the United States. None of the penalties herein 
imposed shall attach to any vessel or own or officer thereof 
until a copy of this act, with the rules and regulations made 
in pursuance thereof, has been posted up in the office of the 
consul or other consular officer of the United States for ten 
days, in the port from which said vessel sailed; and the cer- 
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tificate of such consul or consular officer over his official sig- 
nature shall be competent evidence of such posting in any 
court of the United States. 



INTERSTATE QUARANTINE REGULATIONS. 

ARTICLE L 

Quarantinable Diseases. 

(1) For the purposes of these regulations the quarantin- 
able diseases are Cholera (Cholerine), Yellow Fever, Small 
Pox, Typhus Fever, Leprosy and Plague. 

ARTICLE n. 

Notification. 

(1) State and municipal health officers should immediately 
notify the Supervising Surgeon General of the U. S. Marine 
Hospital Service by telegraph or by letter of the existence of 
any of the above mentioned quarantinable diseases in their 
respective states or localities. 

ARTICLE in. 

General Regulations. 

(1) Persons suffering , from a quarantinable disease shall 
be isolated until no longer capable of transmitting the dis- 
ease to others. Persons exposed to the infection of a quaran- 
tinable disease shall be isolated, under observation, for such 
a period of time as may be necessary to demonstrate their 
freedom from the disease. 

All articles pertaining to such persons, liable to convey in- 
fection, shall be disinfected as hereinafter provided. 

(2) The apartments occupied by persons suffering from 
quarantinable diseases, and adjoining apartments when 
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deemed infected, together with articles therein, shall be dis- 
infected upon the termination of the disease. 

(3) Communication shall not be held with the above 
named persons and apartments, except under the direction 
of a duly qualified officer. 

(4) All cases of quarantinable disease, and all cases sus- 
pected of belonging to this class, shall be at once reported 
by the physician in attendance to the proper authorities. 

(5) No common carrier shall accept for transportation any 
person suffering with a quarantinable disease, nor any in- 
fected article of clothing, bedding or personal property. 

The body of any person who has died of a quarantinable 
disease shall not be transported save in hermetically sealed 
coffins, and by the order of the state or local health officer. 

(6) In the event of the prevalence of Small Pox, all per- 
sons exposed to the infection, who are not protected by vac- 
cination or a previous attack of the disease, shall be at once 
vaccinated or isolated for a period of fourteen days. 

(7) During the prevalence of Cholera all the dejecta of 
Cholera i>atients shall be at once disinfected as hereinafter 
provided, to prevent possible contamination of the food and 
water supply. 

ARTICLE IV. 

Yellow Fever. 

In addition to the foregoing regulations contained in Arti- 
cle III the following special provisions are made with regard 
to the prevention of the introduction and spread of Yellow 
Fever: 

(1) Localities infected with Yellow Fever, and localities 
contiguous thereto, should be depopulated as rapidly and as 
completely as possible, so far as the same can be safely done; 
persons from non-infected localities and who have not been 
exi)osed to infection being allowed to leave without deten- 
tion. Those who have been exposed, or who come from in- 
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fected localities, shall be required to undergo a period of de- 
tention and oTbservtion of ten days from the date of last ex- 
posure in a camp of probation or other designated place. 

Clothing and other articles capable of conveying infection 
shall not be transported to non-infected localities without 
disinfection. 

(2) Persons who have been exposed may be i)ermitted to 
proceed without detention to localities incapable of becoming 
infected and whose authorities are willing to receive them 
and after arrangements have been perfected, to the. satisfac- 
tion of the proi)er health officer, for their detention in said 
localities for a period of ten days. 

(3) The suspects who are isolated under the provisions of 
paragraph 1, Article m, shall be kept free from all jwssi- 
bility of infection. * 

(4) So far as possible, the sick should be removed to a cen- 
tral location for treatment. 

(5) Buildings in which Yellow Fever has occurred, and 

localities believed to be infected with said disease, must be 
disinfected as thoroughly as possible. 

(6) As soon as the disease becomes epidemic the railroad 
trains carrying persons allowed to depart from a city or place 
infected with Yellow Fever shall be under medical sui)ervi- 
sion. 

(7) Common carriers from the infected districts, or be- 
lieved to be carrying persons and effects capable of conveying 
infection, shall be subject to a sanitary inspection, and such 
persons and effects shall not be allowed to proceed, except 
as provided for by paragraph 2. 

(8) At the close of an epidemic the houses where sickness 
has occurred, and the contents of the same, and houses and 
contents that are presumably infected, shall be disinfected 
as hereinafter prescribed. 
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ARTICLE V. 
Disinfection. 

FOR CHOLERA.— (1) The dejecta and vomited matters or 
Cholera patients shall be received into vessels containing an 
acid solution of bichloride of mercnry (bichloride of mercnry 
1 part, hydrochloric acid 2 parts, water 1,000 parts) or other 
efftcient germicidal agent 

(2) All bedding, clothing, and wearing apparel soiled 
by the discharges of Cholera patients shall be disinfected by 
one or more of the following methods: 

(a) By complete immersion for thirty minutes in one of the 
above named disinfecting solutions, 

(b) By boiling for fifteen minutes, all articles to be com- 
pletely submerged. 

(c) By exposure to steam at a temperature of 100 degrees 
to 102 degrees C. for thirty minutes after such temperature 
is reached. 

(3) Any woodwork or furniture contaminated by Cholera 
discharges shall be disinfected by thorough washing with a 
germicidal solution as provided in paragraph 1, Article lU. 

FOR YELLOW FEVER.— (4) Apartments infected by oc- 
cupancy of patients sick with Yellow Fever shall be disin- 
fected by one or more of the following methods: 

(a) By thorough washing with one of the above named 
germicidal solutions. If apprehension is felt as to the poi- 
sonous effects of the mercury the surfaces may, after two 
hours, be washed with clear water. 

(b) fThorough washing with a 5 per cent, solution of pure 
carbolic acid. 

(c By sulphur dioxide, twenty-four to forty-eight hours' 
exposure, the apartments to be rendered as air-tight as pos- 
sible. 

(5) Bedding, wearing apparel, carpets, hangings and dra- 
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peries infected by Yellow Fever shall be disinfected by one of 
the following methods: 

(a) By exposure to steam at a temperature of 100 degrees 
to 102 degrees C. for thirty minutes after such temperature 
is reached. 

(b) By boiling for fifteen minutes, all articles to be com- 
pfletely submerged. 

(c) By thorough saturation in a solution of bichloride of 
mercury 1-1000, the articles being allowed to dry before wash- 
ing. 

Articles injured by steam (rubber, leather, containers, etc.): 
to the disinfection of which, steam is inapplicable, shall be 
disinfected by thoroughly wetting all surfaces with (a) a solu- 
tion of bichloride of mercury 1-800, or (b) a 5 per cent, solu- 
tion of carbolic acid, the articles being allowed to dry in the 
open air prior to being washed with water, or (c) by exposure 
to sulphur fumigation in an apartment air tight, or as nearly 
so as possible. 

FOR SMALL POX.— (6) Apartments infected by SmaU Pox 
shall be disinfected by one or both of the following methods: 

(a) Exposure to sulphur dioxide for twenty-four to forty- 
eight hours. 

(b) Washing with a solution of bichloride of mercury 
l-,000, or a 5 per cent, solution of pure carbolic acid. 

(7) Clothing, bedding, and articles of furniture exposed to 
the infection of Small Pox shall be disinfected by one or more 
of the following methods: 

(a) Exposure to sulphur dioxide for twenty-four to forty- 
eight hours. 

(b) Immersion in a solution of bichloride of mercury 
1-1000, or 5 per cent, solution of pure carbolic acid. 

(c) Exposure to steam at a temperature of 100 degrees to 
102 degrees C. for thirty minutes after such temperature is 

reached. 

(d) Boiling for fifteen minutes, the articles to be com- 
pletely submerged. 
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FOR TYPHUS FEVER.— (8) Apartments infected by Ty- 
phus Fever shaJl be disinfected by one or both of the following 
methods: 

(a) Exposure to sulphur dioxide for twenty-four to forty- 
eight hours. 

(b) Washing with a solution of bichloride of mercury 
1-1,000, or a 5 per cent, solution of pure carbolic acid. 

(9) Clothing, bedding and articles of furniture exposed to 
the infection of Typhus Fever shall be disinfected by one or 
more of the following methods: 

(a) Exposure to sulphur dioxide for twenty-four to forty- 
eight hours. 

(b) Immersion in a solution of bichloride of mercury 
1-1000, or a 5 per cent, solution of pure carbolic acid. 

(c) Exposure to steam at a temperature of 100 degrees to 
102 degrees 0. for thirty minutes after such temperature is 
reached. 

(d) Boiling for fifteen minutes, the articles to be com- 
pletely submerged. I 
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SOME POINTS RELATING TO VACCINATION. 



By C. H. Marquardt, M. D., of La Crosse. 

The discovery of a remedy that proves Itself a curative 
agent, in any of the numerous diseases, soon finds a lasting 
record as well as continuous application by the medical pro- 
fession never failing at the same time to win the appreciation 
of their patients. 

We cannot speak so positively of discoveries not curative of 
disease in a specific sense, though of far greater value to hu- 
manity inasmuch as their applications are calculated to pre- 
vent or modify diseases. 

Such a discovery was given to the world in seventeen hun- 
dred and ninety-eight, when Doctor Edward Jenner published 
the first article on the protective influence of vaccination 
against Small Pox. 

Doctor Jenner had labored nearly twenty years or more 
upon this important discovery and he had practiced vaccina- 
tion two years before the publication of his paper. That this 
simple procedure, was protective against the dreaded disease, 
Small Pox, was common knowledge of the rural population 
of his native place, even before he began to study it, and 
long before he published his article which was destined to 
give it to the whole world. We have also reason to believe 
that the protective influence of cow-pox had long been known 
and practiced by the people in different parts of the world 
particularly in connection with the dairy business. 

That vaccination with cow-pox is nearly an absolute pro- 



Digitized by 



Google 



State Board of Health. 79 

Some Points Relating to Vaccination, 

tection against Small Pox for a limited period, and that it 
is a modifier of this disease during the entire lifetime of an 
individual that has once been successfully vaccinated, is es- 
tablished beyond doubt. 

Why this prophylactic measure, that has. deprived one of 
the most dreaded, and at- times the most fatal, of diseases 
of many of its horrors, should still have honest opponents is 
as difficult of explanation as the origin of the disease itself. 

Besides the opponents to vaccination there are many more 
who have much fear of the operation, apparently on account 
of their little acquaintance with the lymph used or the results 
that follow. 

Long before vaccination was discovered, so called inocula- 
tion was practiced, which consisted in transferring lymph of 
human Small Pox from those ill with the disease to the well; 
this resulted frequently in epidemics which it was difficult 
to control, it was a dangerous preventive measure, and 
therefore prohibited by law, in some countries by severe pen- 
alty. The material used in vaccinating is derived from a 
disease that is infectious in the cow. It appears in dairies 
from time to time coming up at shorter or longer intervals, 
and shows itself first in one cow, usually a heifer in her first 
milk. In the cow this disease is very different from Small 
Pox in man; as a rule it gives the animal but litle distress, 
is considerable longer in its duration, lasting frequently 
several months. It is confined exclusively to female animals 
at a time when they yield milk. The eruption, too, is limited 
to the udder and teats. 

It is supposed that this cow-pox is an irregular form of the 
human Small Pox, all other Pox in animals are likewise re- 
garded irregular forms of human Small Pox, or Sheep Pox, 
both of which are supposed to be identical. All other Pox 
to which many different kinds of animals are susceptible are 
supposed to be irregular forms of either primary sheep or 
human Small Pox, being only modified by the different ani- 
mals. 
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The advantage that the lymph taken from the cow has 
over that which true Small Pox yields, is that the cow virus 
never produces Small Pox which, as has been said before, the 
other often does; and that it is just as protective, though the 
number of pox is limited by the number of places into which 
the virus is inserted. The modification of the disease, by be- 
ing passed through the cow, consists in a loss of a part of its 
virulence or ability to cause true Small Pox, in all its original 
severity; yet protecting against it almost as completely as if 
that disease with its many dangers had been gone through 
with. Xo doubt, in the near future, we will be enabled to 
explain the protections of a modified virus in disease to a bet- 
ter advantage as our present knowledge is extended in this 
direction. For d long time Small Pox stood alone as a dis- 
ease which we could thus modify at will. No doubt this was 
a great factor in bringing about so much honest opposition. 

Fortunately time has changed this very much; a number 
of diseases can now be modified, or even prevented, by their 
own poisons when prepared in certain ways. The experi- 
ments of Pasteur on hydrophobia are well known. The poison 
of that usually dangerous and fatal disease. Malignant Pus- 
tule, has been materially robbed of its virulency, so that a 
virus obtained from it produces but an insignificant disturb- 
ance of the animals experimented upon, at the same time af- 
fording complete protection against infection with the actual 
pure poison of this disease. Pneumonia is another disease 
that animals can be protected against by vaccinating them 
with a modified poison of that disease, and lastly, we are in- 
formed that Diphtheria can not only be prevented but actu- 
ally cured with the original Diphtheria poison by passing it 
through certain animals. These discoveries ought to go a 
good ways towards convincing the opponents to vaccination, 
what is possible with one disease is not beyond possibility 
with another, many diseases being more or less related, at 
least in their symptoms. 

WTien vaccination is carefully performed with lymph ob- 
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tained from the cow, and the vaccinated parts are well taken 
care of, which means that they are protected from injuries 
such as scratching by the finger nails, or injured by too 
closely fitting garments, there will appear a typical Small Pox 
pustule, at as many places as have received the virus. The 
regular course is about as follows (with some exceptions): 
After the duration of forty-eight hours, the surface where the 
virus has been inserted is marked by a slight redness and 
swelling to the size of a large pimple, upon the top of which 
deveops by the third or fourth day a small blister which is 
filled with clear fluid; this blister reaches its largest size 
about the seventh or eighth day; at this time too it is slightly 
depressed and surrounded by a ring of redness of the skin, 
which is at the same time inflamed. It is known as the 
areola; this redness of the skin, together with the inflammar 
tion continues to enlarge for two days, by which time it is 
from one to three inches in diameter. This areola is the 
evidence of successful vaccination and distinguishes the opera- 
tion from a simple inflammation that may have been caused 
by the vaccination, or the use of deteriorated lymph. On the 
tenth day the fluid in the blister is changed into a cream-like 
fluid, giving to the blister an opaque appearance; its center 
begins by this time to show a yellowish small crust, which 
gradually extends by the fourteenth day to convert the whole 
blister into a hard dry mass; this crust, if left unmolested, 
falls off by the twentieth or twenty-fifth day, leaving a scar 
more or less round, a little below the surrounding skin. It 
is marked by minute pits that radiate in lines. It measures 
about one-third of an inch in diameter, is of a reddish or pink 
color at first, but fades gradually to white, the color of or- 
dinary scar tissue. 

At the time when the blister ripens, that is, changes its 
fluid from clear to the color and consistency of cream, there 
will be more or less disturbance of the system. If the vac- 
cination is on the arm, the glands in the arm-pit may be very 
6— B. H. 
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tender and swollen; the child at this time is fretful and rest- 
less, the appetite is impaired. All of these disturbances sub- 
side rapidly as the blister is transformed into a dry crust 

It sometimes happens that the areola, or redness that sur- 
rounds the place of vaccination spreads over! the entire body. 
It is not a serious matter though it is always best to consult 
a physician concerning it. The disturbances of the system 
as here related increase in severity with the age of the person 
vaccinated. They are mildest in infancy. 

All authorities agree that the age most suitable toV vaccina- 
tion ^is about the fourth month. Children at this age do not 
suffer much constitutional disturbance, as has already been 
said. And then again, a child at this age ought to be kept 
in about the same temperature, irrespective of season, which, 
is not so essential in older children, nor is it always possible 
to do so with them. Infants at this age have, as a rule, not 
reached the troublesome period of teething, which often causes 
them much annoyance, if not actual sickness. In Small Pox 
epidemics no child can be vaccinated too soon. 

We are informed by reliable authority that all persons axe 
susceptible to both Small Pox and vaccination; and that in 
those cases in which vaccination is not successful, that either 
the operation or the virus were at fault. This may be true, 
but it is the experience of almost every physician, that the 
same virus and the same careful vaccination will, every now 
and then, fail to result in success; the person evidently is not 
susceptible to the favorable action of the virus at these par- 
ticular times. For this reason it is proper to again vaccinate 
in a short time after a failure. 

The rules of the State Board of Health of Wisconsin re- 
quire two vaccinations at short intervals, if the first opera- 
tion fail, and subsequently once a year for all children that 
attend, either public or parochial schools, until the vaccination 
is successful. 

There are no reasons why all infants should not be vacci- 
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nated provided they are in good health. No one would think 
of vaccinating a sick child. 

There is one disease that likes to engraft itself upon vaccina** 
tion, as well as uponi any other open wound of the surface, 
and that is Erysipelas; if any of the members in a family are, 
or recently have been, ill with this disease, vaccination in 
such cases ^ould be deferred, to avoid infecting the child with! 
this troublesome malady. 

I have purposely avoided giving statistics in large figures 
to show that great good has come from the discovery and 
application of vaccination; these figures are contained in al- 
most every encyclopoedia article on this subject and can be 
readily referred to by those who are interested in this sul> 
ject. 
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SCHOOL HYGIENE. 



By D. F. Lincoln, M. D. 

Upon the formation of the Committee it was thought best 
to divide the work among the members, assigning a separate 
department to each. It has been found in practice, however, 
that the ground has not been fairly covered by this plan. 
Long and careful special papers have been prepared and pub- 
lished by some of the members, while others, though deeply 
interested in the work, have not found time to treat their as- 
signed subjects in a manner which would justify them in pub- 
lishing results. It has, therefore, seemed best to the Chair- 
man of the Committee to take the resiwnsibility of drawing 
up a brief but comprehensive statement of principles, cover- 
ing all the topics; submitting the whole to each member, and 
presenting the matter to the Section of State Medicine. It 
seems desirable in doing this, to avoid statements which are 
open to reasonable doubt. It is thought that the most useful 
result can be gained by a simple untechnical presentation of 
facts omitting discussions, statistics and arguments, with the 
object of securing the attention of school authorities, teachers, 
builders, and others interested in education. 

A— SITE, DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE OF SCHOOL 

BUILDINGS. 

1. Good Light— This point has been seriously neglected in 
many city sites, for financial reasons. The neglect to secure 
good light has been demonstrated to be an important cause 

♦Report of the committee on School Hygiene, presented to the section 
on btate Medicine, at the forfcy.foiirth annual meeting of the American 
Medical Association, Milwaukee, Wis., June 7, 1893 
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of near-siglit in scholars. The desired object can be attained 
by reserving a tolerably wide strip of land around the school 
building at the outset, and by municipal regulations restrict- 
ing the height of neighboring structures. It is suggested 
that the height of such buildings around schoolhouses should 
not exceed one-half the distance between them and the school- 
house; or, that the line drawn from the foot of the schoolhouse 
wall to the upi>er part of the other house should not form an 
angle with the horizon exceeding 30 degrees. In small towns 
the si)ace for play grounds should be much greater — ^at least 
a half acre. 

2. Sunlight — ^If possible, the sun should enter every room 
in the house at some time in the day, but chiefly out of school 
hours. The play grounds should be placed, if it can be so ar- 
ranged, on the sunny side of the house. There ^ould be no 
trees overshadowing the house, since this causes dampness. 

3. ISleighhorhood.—Di^tvLvbmg influences, as the presence 
of large bodies of working people, railroads, noisy streets, 
engine houses, are injurious for various reasons, partly as 
furnishing undesirable outside associations. Immorality or 
filth should not be suggested in- the surrounding neighbor- 
hood. A main city street is commonly to be avoided. The 
vicinity of offensive trades, as tanneries, rendering establish- 
ments, refineries and gas works, is to be avoided. 

4. ^oii^ — X. damp soil is of itself a serious objection to a 
site. The case is worse if the site be low, with poor natural 
drainage and i)oor opportunity for artificial relief. If it be 
necessary to build on a springy piece of ground, a trench must 
be dug around the foundation to a depth below the cellar 
floor, and far enough from the building to insure the safety 
of the walls; in this, drain tile with loose joints is laid, dis- 
charging away from the building at some lower point. It is 
useless to cement the cellar wall or floor for the purpose of 
excluding water, but cement or asphalt forms a good protec- 
tion against dampness. 

School yards in towns should be so paved (not graveled), 
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and underdrained if necessary, as to become dry within an 
hour after a rain. Dry walks should lead to the out-buildings. 

5. Out-buildings. — If privies are employed, thejr should 
never be within fifty feet of the main building. They should 
be separate for the sexes, with entirely separate paths of ac- 
cess, and having a board fence between. Dry earth or sifted 
ashes should be sprinkled over the contents once a day. The 
entire contents should be removed once a fortnight. The re- 
ceptacle must be so constructed that such removal can be ef- 
fected easily and completely; or it should itself be removable 
with its contents. An iron trough on wheels or a metal pail 
is suggested. 

Urinals must not be made of iron, and they had better not 
be made of any metal. Impervious material, such as glass 
or oiled slate, is best. Cement is very objectionable from its 
porosity. Joints between slabs should be perfectly tight. 

6. Water-closets- — ^When a supply of water is at hand, water 
closets are the best arrangement. They may either be single, 
or may consist of long troughs corresponding to a number of 
seats. The pan closet is undesirable, since its inner jmrts 
are not freely cleansed by the flow of water. Of the simpler 
forms of closet,* all those which do not furnish a quick and 
free discharge of water, cleansing the bowl thoroughly and 
removing all the contents within a few seconds, are to be 
absolutely rejected. A noisy apparatus is exceedingly ob- 
jectionable for closets which are placed (e. g., for teachers' 
use) in the vicinity of schoolrooms; the noise may proceed 
either from the tank or the basin. 

One of the simplest forms of apparatus for schools is the 
long tank of cement or iron placed under the range of seats. 
The bottom is covered with a few inches of water, and slopes 
to an outlet so that by raising a plug the whole contents are 
quickly discharged into the sewer, after which cleansing is 
easily effected by a hose and broom. The addition of an au- 
tomatic flushing apparatus acting spontaneously at fixed in- 
tervals has been found desirable. 
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All closets and urinals in a school house must have special 
ventilation by forced draught. No mechanical contrivances 
or disinfectors do away with the necessity of personal inspec- 
tion and faithful cleansing by hand. 

7. Plmnbing- — The principles of drainage and sewerage, 
commonly termed the art of plumbing, are the same for school 
buildings as for other edifices. It may be stated, that pipes 
and other fixtures ought to be so placed that they can be 
seen by lifting movable boards, without having recourse to 
a carpenter, or mason, or plumber to disclose their intricacies.^ 

It should further be understood, that the whole system is 
under the control and supervision of some responsible and in- 
telligent person, who possesses safiicient plans and drawings 
of the system, and pays frequent attention fo its condition. 

B— CONSTRUCTION. 

1. Safety. — The chief danger is found in old buildings, and 
in those not originally intended for their present use. In such, 
we occasionally find conditions which are nearly sure to 
cause accidents in case of a panic. The staircase is the im- 
portant point. It must be very strong, wide and easy; not 
steep, not sharp-angled, not spiral or with wedge-shaped steps; 
it should have a platform at the turn. It is safer without a 
well; if balusters are used they must be high. In large build- 
ings a staircase should be placed at each end. Halls and 
outer doors must be wide, and all doors open outward. Fire- 
escapes on the outside are at best an undesirable refuge, and 
in the ordinary forms may be very dangerous to a crowd of 
frightened children. Discipline and practice in "fire-drilF or 
quick orderly march from the school are by far the best 
safeguards. 

2. The Schoolroom. — ^The size of a class room should be 
governed by the number of pupils it is intended for. If we 
assume that 50 can be attended to by the teacher, and that 
200 cubic feet of space is allowed per head, a room 24x33x121-2 
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wilt answer well. The oblong shape is desirable. If the 
dimensions here given are exceeded in length, there will be 
difficulty on the teacher's part in supervision and on the 
scholars' part in seeing what the teacher may show or write 
on the board. 'A greater depth or distance from the windows 
than) twenty-four feet will impair the lighting. 

3. Illumination. — The lighting of a room for school work 
requires a much larger allowance of window space than is 
needed for dwellings. The windows must be square-headed, 
and brought very near the ceiling; there must be no projec- 
tions (cornices, piazzas, Italian shades) to interfere with the 
free entrance of light The total amount of window glass on 
a liberal allowance may equal one-fifth the floor space; if fully 
exposed to the sky, less will suffice. Roller shades are of 
most use when the roller is placed at the foot of the window, 
light coming wholly from one side (viz., the left hand) if suf- 
ficient in amount, is the best for the eyes; if this plan in any 
case appears likely to give insufficient lighting, owing to local 
conditions, windows may be added at the back, possibly also at 
the right (but in the latter case, at a very high level). Windows 
in "front of the pupils are very injurious to the sight. The 
wall should be colored of a neutral tint, or with a faint shade 
of blue or green if liked. The ceiling should be white. It 
must have no cross beams placed transversely to the light. 
Blackboards must not be placed between windows. 

4. Miscellaneous. — The size of recitation rooms must be 
planned upon the same principle as that of schoolrooms, viz., 
that of allowing 200 cubic feet per scholar. 

It is desirable, where i)ossible, to limit the height of a build- 
ing to two stories above the street, inasmuch as injury not in- 
frequently results from the excessive strain of climbing up- 
stairs. 

Accommodations for hanging clothes should be furnished 
outside of class rooms, with good provision for ventilation. 
Enclosed spaces in the halls, open at top and bottom, are suit- 
able. 
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Cellars or basements must be high, dry, well lighted, and 
tkoronghly wbolesome. If there is no cellar, there must be 
a dry sub-floor space under the whole building. 

Dust being a destroyer of pure air and a foe to health, care 
must be taken to avoid for floors such material as produces 
dust; if of cement, it must not crumble; if of wood, it must 
be "filled" so as to be impervious. 

C— VENTILATION AND HEATING. 

A very large proportion of schools are, so poorly provided 
with ventilating arrangements that they are practically de- 
pendent on open windows. To relieve this unfortunate state 
of things, the lower sash may be raised two inches (less, in 
stormy weather) and a board placed in front to deflect the air 
upward. The upper sash (which ought always to be movable) 
may be lowered an inch. These measures are attended with 
little risk, and give perceptible, though partial, relief. 

Perforations, in the sash, window pane, or wall, also give 
some relief. Such methods may provide sufficient air for five 
or six persons in a room, but are entirely inadequate for the 
supply of a whole class. 

The attempt to ventilate schoolrooms in cold weather by the 
windows, in the Northern United States, is either very dan- 
gerous to health or very ineffective, or both. The amount 
which can safely be admitted in this way may be one-fifth to 
one-tenth of what is needed. The existence of ventilating 
flues or openings does not of itself insure good ventilation. 
Flues may be too small, or crooked, or partly or wholly stopped 
up; they may discharge into other rooms or the attic instead 
of the outer air; they may be unprovided with means for 
causing the air to rise in them; they may be in many ways 
badly planned. To enumerate the faults which may be com- 
mitted would require a treatise. 

It ought to be understood by every one concerned in venti- 
lation that large collections of persons require very large 
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amounts of air; that the amount should be calculated, and 
the size of the flues determined before the house is planned; 
that true economy requires us to consider the system of heat- 
ing and that of ventilation as inter^dependent parts of one 
and the same problem; and that both should form a part of 
the original architectural design. 

The amount of fresh air to be brought into the building for 
each pupil should be 2,000 cubic feet per hour for younger 
children (under 10) and 3,000 for high school pupils. These 
amounts are calculated from the assumptions that the ex- 
ternal " pure " air contains an average of 4 parts of CO.2 in 
10,000; and that when the CO,, has increased under the in- 
fluence of respiration, to the amount of more than 6 in 10,000, 
the air may be considered "impure." Dilution, to the extent 
mentioned above, will keep the air of the room below the 
point of "impurity," here assumed. The purity required by 
this standard is such that persons coming fresh from out of 
doors will not perceive any distinct closeness in the air of 
the schoolroom. 

As regards the relative requirements at different ages, it 
may be assumed as proportionate to the different amounts of 
CO2 exhaled by people of different ages. In the case of 
children of 8 years, it is about two-thirds as much as in young 
persons of 15. 

If a lower standard of supply is taken (say 1000-1500 c. f . 
per hour), there will be a perceptible deficiency of purity, 
which will have to be made up by an hourly opening of the 
windows on the occasion of recess. 

If the cubic contents of a schoolroom equal 200 c. f. per 
head, the entire air contents of the room will thus be re- 
newed every four to six minutes. It is found by experience 
that the draught caused by the in-rushing air need not be 
troublesome in rooms which allow this amount of space per 
inmate. It is recommended that this be the average allow- 
ance of space. 

In testing air for CO^ it is important to take samples from 
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the level of the pupils' heads, avoiding the admixture of the 
breath. If the condition of the air at that level is satisfactory, 
the end of ventilation has been gained. 

The rapidity with which the air leaves the room may be as- 
certained by the use of the anemometer. In addition to 
this test it is desirable to apply the chemical test for compar- 
ing the discharged air with that of different parts of the 
room; for if the supply of fresh air is badly distributed, it 
may happen that in some parts of the room the currents are 
comparatively stagnant, and the air will grow more impure 
than the average of the room. 

The animal impurities of the expired air (exclusive of CO^) 
are probably, in part, of a poisonous nature. They, perhaps, 
include ptomaines as results of putrefactive decomposition. 
They are of infinitely more importance than the CO^ which 
is associated with them; but they cannot be conveniently 
made the subjects of quantitative test. Hence, the CO.j test 
is employed, as indicating with probability how much the 
air has been affected by respiration. 

The mere removal of foul air, whether by stoves, fireplaces, 
or ventilating flues, accomplishes but one-half of the duty of 
ventilation. The other half consists in supplying a quantity 
of fresh air equal in bulk to that removed. It often happens 
that no special provision is made for this supply; in this case 
the entering air is drawn from many sources — out of doors, 
the halls, the closets, the cellars, and indirectly from many 
undesirable places. Special ducts, therefore, are requisite for 
leading the pure outer air in large quantities to the school- 
room. 

Such large quantities of air as are required can not be 
safely introduced without previous warming. But the rapid- 
ity with which the air is changed is so great that a high tem- 
perature is not required; as a rule, heating can be effectually 
performed with air not hotter than 100 degrees Fahrenheit. 
If the ventilation is sluggish, the air needs to be made cor- 
respondingly hotter in order to keep the room warm; but 
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air thus over-heated is apt to have an odor which indicates 
that it has been in some way injured in the process. 

The locality from which the air supply is drawn should of 
course be such as to avoid impurities — dust, smoke and bad 
smells. 

A system of ventilation which is working well and suffi- 
ciently will produce a near equality of temperature in all 
parts of the room. The difference between the temperature 
at the floor level and that at five feet from the floor should 
not exceed 5 degrees. 

A system is efficient in proportion as it maintains its activ- 
ity under widely varying outside temperatures. Ventilation 
is needed at 40 degrees as much as at zero, but it is much 
harder to keep up a sufficient action in the former case. If 
the system is based on the draught of heated flues, 
some additional means for increasing the heat of the flues 
ought to be available for such mild weather. 

The relative humidity of air commonly breathed in our 
winter climate is low, compared with that in Western Europe. 
It becomes of necessity still lower when warmed. It is not, 
however, proved that the dryness thus obtained is generally 
prejudicial to health, either in schools or hospitals, although 
some individuals appear to require greater moisture. A part, 
if not the whole, of the unpleasant effect of breathing super- 
heated air is due to the bad ventilation, and the excessive 
temperature. 

The thermometer placed at five feet from the floor should 
mark an average of 65 degrees to 70 degrees in our climate. 
This is considerably higher than is found desirable in Western 
Europe. 

It is to be presumed that the entering air is warmer than 
that which leaves the room, since it contributes a fraction of 
its heat for the warming of the walls and windows. If intro- 
duced at the upper part of the room, it will therefore fall 
towards the flood by degrees as it becomes cooled. Hence, 
a level near the floor is a natural one for its exit The propor- 
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tion of CO, at the upper level of the room is not essentially 
different, on the average, from that in the lower part, and the 
level of the orifice of extraction is a matter of indifference as 
regards that point. If it be our object to get rid of super- 
fluous heat, we should discharge the air from the top; this, 
however, is not to be considered normal or regular, but only 
to be applied when heat is excessive, as (for instance) in even- 
ing schools with artificial light. 

It is possible to apply the above principles to the ventilating 
of the smallest school house. A single room can be heated 
with an upright cylinder stove of ordinary construction, hav- 
ing around it an air space enclosed by a jacket of sheet iron. 
In the floor beneath the stove an opening is made, connecting 
with a flue led to the outer air, through which there will be 
a rapid and abundant inflow of pure warmed air. The sup- 
ply flue may run in two directions, so as to be exposed to dif- 
ferent winds, and each jwint of opening should be guarded 
with a valve. For the escape of foul air, openings near the 
floor are made in the brick chimney-flue, which should stand 
at the far end of the room. The stove funnel is carried across 
the room into the chimney, and its heat insures an upward 
draught. Open grates and ordinary stoves are aids to venti- 
lation, but perform only a small part of the duty required. 

"Direct radiation," or the use of steam heaters in the rooms 
to be warmed, furnishes no supply of fresh air. If ventilation 
is fully provided for, as a;bove described, direct heating is ad- 
missible as supplemental supply in exceptional cases; but as 
a rule its use is destructive of good ventilation. 

Effective work can be done either by furnaces or by steam 
heaters in the cellar ("indirect" radiation). In both cases 
it is exceedingly desirable to provide liberally in respect to 
the size and power of the apparatus. 

On the question of ecmiomy in ventilation, and the neces- 
sary expense of good ventilation, much may be said. A great 
amount of warm air is necessarily thrown away in ventilation. 
It is estimated that a very perfectly ventilated building, filled 
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with students, expends 50 per cent, more coal than the same 
building empty and closed, the temperature being the same. 
This difference would be greatly lessened if we could com- 
pare the case of a well ventilated, occupied building with one 
badly ventilated and occupied; the latter wasting, as it does, 
a considerable amount of heat by open windows and by the 
overheating which often accompanies bad ventilation. It is 
certain tliat the additional annual expense per pupil, of the 
best ventilation, need not exceed the price of one or two cheap 
lunches. The effect of perfect ventilation, where it has been 
tried, is, to increase the pupil's power of work about 50 per 
cent, which is a direct saving to the town that pays for his 
schooling, to which must be added the gain in public health 
(which is not easily to be estimated), since a large percentage 
of school children are suffering at present a perceptible dimin- 
ution of vigor from the effects of foul school air. 

The employment of automatic regulators for keeping school- 
rooms at a given temperature is recommended as both eco- 
nomical and healthful. Modern methods often uselessly over- 
heat the cellar in which the furnaces stand. Waste steam 
from the boilers ought to be converted to the use of heating 
radiators. A liberal salary to janitors or engineers may in- 
sure a more intelligent control of the fuel . 

The available methods for compelling air to move in venti- 
lating flues are practically two: 1, the ascensive force of 
heated air; 2, fans driven by steam or electricity for forcing 
air into the room or drawing it out by "suction.'^ For the • 
former method, it is generally desirable to make available 
the otherwise wasted heat of smoke flues, by causing them 
to run in the foul-air shaft 

D— PERSONAL HEALTH. 

1. A minimum age for entering primary schools may prop- 
erly be stated as five completed years. 

2. The program of daily work for little children should be 
widely different from that for older ones. A forenoon session 
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may last three hours; but no exercise should last continuously 
more than fifteen or twenty minutes. There should be con- 
stant change of activity, passive attention alternating witk 
active work; recesses of a few minutes coming very frequently, 
and recesses of fifteen or twenty minutes at least twice in 
the session. Adherence to one posture should be required for 
only a very few minutes at once. Singing should come in 
more than once during the session. If an afternoon session 
of two hours be added, the tasks should be lighter than the 
forenoon tasks. Two hours must intervene between the ses- 
sions. The total amount of task work and recitation required 
in primary schools may equal half the nominal period of the 
sessions. 

3. Young persons of both sexes at periods of rapid bodily 
growth, and especially at that of sexual development, not in-, 
frequently require special relief or rest from school-work, 
which in the case of girls may come at periodical intervals. 

As the age increases, the i)ower of concentration and con- 
tinuous work is strengthened. At the age of 14, five hours 
of sessions will be equivalent to fmir or four and a half hours 
of work, to which an hour of home study may rightly be 
added. The usual length of, recitations at this age may be 
about half an hour; long recitations encourage listlessness. 
For pupils of full growth (18), eight hours of school sessions 
and home work is an average maximum. This does not ex- 
clude the possibility of a greater amount of work for limited 
periods in exceptional cases among advanced pupils in vigor- 
ous health. It is presumed in these estimates that the school 
has two half holidays or one whole holiday weekly. 

4. The attention of teachers and parents should be called 
to the necessity for wholesome and sufficient meals for 
scholars, especially, breakfasts and lunches. The health of 
many children is supposed to suffer from over-study, when 
the chief cause of the mischief is neglect to eat a proper break- 
fast, or the substitution of pastry and sweets for plain lunch. 
The establishment of lunch counters for the sale of hot milk, 
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cocoa and plain food would be very beneficial in tbe case of 
many city schools. Lunch is not a superfluity, but a neces- 
sity, in cases where long sessions and distant residences keep 
the pupils away from home five or six hours at a time. 

5. The systems of calisthenics in common use — ^free-hand 
exercises in full class rooms, for five minutes at a time — 
serve a very useful purpose as a partial relaxation, but are 
quite inadequate, considered as a means of bodily develop- 
ment. For the latter purpose, gymnastic training of a more 
serious kind is very desirable. Its influence is felt in the de- 
velopment of the mental faculties; it adds force and firmness 
to the moral nature; it furnishes an important correction of 
those depressant influences of city life, which have a tendency 
to lower the vitality of millions of our population at the pres- 
ent time. It is hoped that the systematic teaching of gym- 
nastics to all our public school children may soon become an 
indispensable part of the school course, but it must always 
be remembered that the more violent athletic sports tend to 
heart strain and other disabilities that shorten life. 

6. The habit of constipation is often acquired as a result 
of deprivation of bodily freedom, and confinement to a stoop- 
ing or sitting posture, together with the mental tension of 
school work and the sense of constraint. In order to avoid 
this great evil and its frequent attendant, Dyspepsia, it is 
desirable to give recess with liberty of play out of doors, as 
often as is convenient. This is especially applicable to young 
children. Retention of urine now and then occurs under too 
strict school discipline, and may work serious injury. The 
friendly oversight of a teacher at recess is desirable, often in- 
dispensable. 

E— EYESIGHT. 

The eyes are often affected injuriously by school work car- 
ried to excess, or conducted amid unwholesome surroundings. 
There is a strong tendency to the production of near-si|fhted- 
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ness, which, can, to a great extent, be remedied by the avoid- 
ance of known causes. Among the direct causes of near-sight 
are: bad light, bad position at work, too protracted work, 
bad print; and to these must be added, as indirect causes, bad 
ventilation and heating, poor food, and whatever impairs the 
vigor of health. 

Light in schoolrooms should never strike the pupil in the 
face while at work. 

Excess of light is less common than deficiency, but is also 
harmful. No desk can be more than twenty feet from the 
windows of an ordinary schoolroom (supposing the top of the 
windows to reach the height of about twelve feet from the 
floor) without impairing the light. 

A stooping position and the wearing of tight neck clothing, 
while at w^ork, are injurious to the eyes. 

To prevent scholars from taking bad positions in writing, 
it is recommended that children be directed to sit upright, 
facing the desk squarely, and be taught vertical writing. 
Also, that desks be slightly inclined; their front edge to over- 
lap the edge of the seat a little; and the height to be such that 
the forearm easily passes over it. Seats ought to support the 
back and shoulders in reading, without favoring a tendency 
to lounge. The foot must rest firmly on the floor or on a foot- 
rest. The average graded school requires three sizes of desks 
and seats to each room. 

The habit of holding work too near the eyes strains them 
and fosters a tendency to near sight. For the youngest chil- 
dren, this distance should be not less than 25 cm. — 10 
inches; for those of 8 to 10 years, 33 cm. — 14 inches. Badly 
proportioned desks and seats, especially where they are too 
far apart, favor this habit. 

The eyes should have some rest from tasks every half-hour. 
Fine embroidery, fine detail in map-drawing, or penmanship, 
and the use of fine type must be discouraged. 

Such defects as far-sight, astigmatism, and affections of the 
7— B. H. 
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muscles of the eye, are rather common in school children; they 
often cause headache and other forms of illness. The remedy 
lies in the use of suitable glasses, as prescribed by physicians. 
Test-tyi)es may properly be used by teachers to ascertain 
what scholars have marked defects of sight 

F— SANITARY ADMINISTRATION OF SCHOOLS. 

The duties comprised under this head may properly be in- 
trusted to one man in small places; in large towns a division 
of work will be necessary. The officer upon whom the charge 
is laid — or in all cases, the chief officer — must be a well edu- 
cated physician, with a special and practical knowledge of 
sanitary science. He should be appointed by the school au- 
thorities. He is here designated the medical school officer. 
It is the duty of this officer to satisfy himself (by personal 
inspection, if necessary) that all children admitted to school 
are protected, either by successful vaccination or a previous 
attack of the disease, against Small Pox. He should also 
formulate^ and have power to enforce, in conjunction witii 
the state or municipal health officers, regulations to prevent 
the disseminations of infectious diseases through the schools. 

All plans for school buildings, premises and appliances 
should be submitted for his approval in sanitary points. Per- 
sonally or by deputy he should examine all buildings and 
premises, with reference to the arrangements for ventilation 
and heating, size and lighting of rooms, furniture, water closr 
ets, urinals, drains, plumbing, water supply, safety from fire, 
and other points affecting health or safety. He should have 
the right of entrance at all times, and should be armed with 
ample powers. 

The medical school officer should give personal instruction 
to teachers, of a practical kind, embracing: 1, an explanation 
of the existent sanitary regulations, with such physiological 
reasons and comments as may seem called for; 2, explanation 
of the sanitary arrangements existing in the schools, their 
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practical management, and so much of the theory as may 
seem desirable; 3, explanation of the structure and use of the 
eye, and other parts of the bodily frame, with remarks on 
food, clothing, recess, study and kindred topics, so far as it 
seems to him desirable and useful to enter upon such consid- 
erations. 

The said officer has medical authority in cases of immedi- 
ate exigency, but is not authorized or expected to bestow fur- 
ther medical care as a part of his official duty. The extent 
to which personal medical inspection of scholars is made, and 
individual medical advice is given, must vary much with dif- 
ferent classes of the population. It is not susceptible of ex- 
tended adoption at present in America. 
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EXTRACTS FROM HEALTH OFFICERS' CORRE- 
SPONDENCE. 



Following the custom adopted in previous rei)orts of this 
Board, extracts from health oflScers' correspondence, in various 
parts of the state, are herewith presented. 

The amount of this correspondence is very large and it is 
impossible, in this report which is restricted by law to two 
hundred pages for two years, to give but the briefest extraxits 
from the same. Many of the reports received contain but 
very little information, while others, and especially those 
coming from health officers who receive a salary (which num- 
ber is very limited) contain more that is of interest An at- 
tempt has been made to condense to the smallest limit the 
more salient points presented in the correspondence. 

The extracts are arranged alphabetically in counties and 
in the counties alphabetically by towns and cities, as in the 
preceding reports. 

ADA3I)S COUNTY. 

Quincy Tp. — ^Reports that since the appointaient of the pres- 
ent board of health there has been no occasion to^ call it together: 
Scarlet Fever in light form existed last winter. Houses were 
placarded and disinfection employed. The law which requires 
the reporting of dangerous contagious diseases is generally ob- 
served. Twenty per cent, of the people have been vaccinated 
during the past five years. Ten per cent, of school children 
are vaccinated arriving at school age. The general result of 
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efforts to restrict the spread of contagious disease encourag- 
ing. 

H. A. Greenwood, H. O. 

ASHLAND COUNTY. 

Ashland Qity. — ^Population 14,000. Board 'meets regu- 
larly each month. Health officer salaried and given author- 
ity to act in cases of emergency. Reports 50 deaths from 
Typhoid Fever during the year ending September 30, 189i. 
Have had water supply analyzed. 500 privies have been or- 
dered cleaned, 90 sewer connections have been made, and 
garbage removed regularly from the city. There has been a 
marked decrease in Diphtheria and Scarlet Fever during the 
past year. Typhoid emidemic in the spring. Circulars were 
distributed throughout the city cautioning against the use 
of hydrant water, except it be first boiled, as analysis showed 
beyond doubt that the epidemic was caused by the water. 
More work has been done in our health department in the last 
year than in any two previous years. All garbage has been 
either buried or burned. Contagious diseases are promptly 
reported. Tj'phoid is not reported. The rule of the State 
Board of Health requiring vaccination strictly observed. 
General result of efforts to restrict the spread of dangerous 
contagious disease decidedly encouraging. With the excep- 
tion of Typhoid Fever have had only a few sporadic cases of 
contagious disease. 

W. T. Rinehart, M. D., H. O. 
Butternut. — The law requiring the reporting of dangerous 
contagious disease generally observed. Nearly all the inhab- 
itants vaccinated within the past five years; one-half of the 
school children vaccinated before arriving at school age. 
When contagious diseases are reported, investigation and rec- 
ord made, and if necessary houses quarantined and State 
Board of Health notified. The results of efforts to restrict the 
spread of contagious disease are encouraging. 

Geo. E. Baldwin, H.O. 
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BABROX COUNTY. 

Barron Tp. — ^There hafi been rery little sickness. No 
deaths from Diphtheria and Scarlet Fever and only one death 
from Typhoid Fever, daring the i)ast year. Sanitary laws 
relative to reporting contagions diseases not generally ob- 
served. The most general reason for non-compliance, I be- 
lieve, is that many do not call a physician early enough. Not 
more than one in a hundred of children vaccinated before ar- 
riving at school age, but rule of the State Board of Health 
requiring vaccination is generally observed. I believe the 
role of the State Board of Health requiring vaccination an 
excellent one. Cannot some law be i)assed at the next ses- 
sion of the legislature whereby everybody who is vaccinated 
may have the operation performed at the expense of the 
state? My observation has been that Small Pox is carried 
more frequently bt adults than it is by children of school 
age and if the expense were borne by the state I think that 
nearly everybody could be vaccinated. Re-vaccination, after 
a certain i)eriod, is in my opinion just as necessary as primary 
vaccination. I believe the rule has been much more generally 
observed where the operation has been done at the public ex- 
pense. 

W.H. Ellis, M. D., H. O. 

Cumberland City. — ^Board gives health officer authority to 
act in its name in emergency. More Typhoid Fever than 
usual probably due to the lake and other water supply becom- 
ing so low. AJl unsanitary conditions are remidied at once. 
The law is generally observed which requin^s the reporting of 
contagious diseases. Nearly all inhabitants have been vac- 
cinated within the past five years. About twenty-five per 
cent, of children vaccinated before arriving at school age. The 
vaccination rule of the State Board of Health is generally 
observed. The general result of efforts to restrict the spread 
of contagious disease encouraging. In my opinion if there 
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was a state law requiring the reporting of every death, to the 
health officer in whose district it occurred, and that a burial 
permit must be obtained before burial, that Scarlet Fever and 
Diphtheria would be restricted to a few cases. Often a child 
dies of one of these diseases and no physician is employed and 
a public funeral is held. This occurred when Diphtheria was 
brought to this city about two years ago. I then had an ordi- 
nance passed to require burial permits. 

I. a Babcock, M. D., H O. 

Prairie Farm Tp. — ^Proceedings of meetings of the board 
regularly recorded by the secretary. Health officer given ab- 
solute authority to act for the board. No special sanitary 
work done during the year. None required. The law re- 
quiring the reporting of dangerous contagious diseases gen- 
erally observed. The majority of the people have been vac- 
cinated within the past five years. Most of the children at- 
tending school have been vaccinated. In cases of contagious 
disease the Secretary of the State Board of Health is promptly 
notified. Eesult of efforts to restrict the spread of contagious 
disease is very encouraging. Public sentiment is with the 
health officer. 

E. B. Jackson, Jr. M. D., H. 0. 

Stanley Tp. — The ordinance in relation to keeping streets, 
pig-pens, privies, etc., clean has been enforced. A stream 
passing through a marsh in the village has been dammed and 
the marsh converted into a cranberry bed. There has been 
less sickness this year than last. No case of Diphtheria, 
Scarlet Fever, or Typhoid Fever has occurred during the year. 
Until the rule issued by the State Board of Health requiring 
school children to be vaccinated, there was not one-sixteenth 
of the children vaccinated. The rule has been generally com- 
plied with. The result of efforts to restrict the spread of 
contagious disease is encouraging. 

W. W. Stewart, M. D., H. O. 
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BAYFIELD COUNTY. 

Bayfield. — Reports board of health, meets once a montli and 
its prooeedings and orders are regularly recorded. Health, 
otiicer given authority to act in emergency. Special sanitary 
work has consisted of a careful cleaning of all sources of filth 
and abatement of nuisances as they occurred. Put in new 
sewers and flushed and inspected old ones. No unsanitary 
conditions exist at the present time. Sickness during the past 
year has been less than ever before. Have had no cases of 
contagious disease. The law requiring the reporting of dan- 
gerous contagious disease and the rule of the State Board of 
Health requiring vaccination are complied with. The general 
result of efforts to restrict the spread of contagious disease 
has been encouraging. Prevention of disease is cheaper than 
a cure. We pride ourselves upon keeping our village clean 
and healthy all the year aix>und, and are rewarded by freedom 
from fevers and other filth diseases. 

H. Hannum, M. D., H. O. 

Drummond Tp. — Board of health gives health officer author- 
ity to act in its name in any emergency and at times when 
the board is not in session. All of the yards of every house, 
alleys, sewers, and streets are cleaned. Almost every person 
from one year up, that lias not been vaccinated before, has 
been vaccinated during the past year. 

J. A. Ohms, H. O. 

Washburn. — Health officer authorized by board to act in 
emergency. We have had much less Typhoid Fever in the 
villlage this season than formerly but many have been 
brought in from the lumber camps. Tlie law^ requiring the 
reporting of dangerous contagious diseases generally ob- 
served. Vaccination rule of the State Board of Health ob- 
served. General result of efforts to restrict the spread of 
contagious disease very encouraging. I find a disposition on 
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the part of some members of the profession to conceal mild 
cases of Scarlet Fever and Diphtheria, especially in influen- 
tial families. 

W. T. Leonard, M. D., H. 0-. 

BROWN COUNTY. 

De Pere. — Reports estimated population 4,000. Board of 
health meets on call — ^has been called together five or six 
times during the past year to consider quarantine measures 
and nuisances. Health officer may act in emergency, but there 
is no recorded resolution to that effect. The si)ecial sanitary 
work done consisted of an extension of our artesian system 
to a locality that derived its water supply from "surface" wells, 
and tiie laying of some sew^er pipes in poorly drained dis- 
tricts. Our sanitary conditions are above the average with 
the exception of a few foul privies. We have a good system 
of drainage and a most excellent water supply, the water be- 
ing wholly from artesian wells. We have very little Diph- 
theria and Scarlet Fever, and the cases of Typhoid Fever have 
been mostly impoi'ted. Contagious diseases are isolated and 
stidngent disinfection rules obsen^ed. Tlie law requiring the 
reporting of dangerous contiigious diseases is generally ob- 
served by tlie physicians, but not by the people, who desire 
to hide the oases if they can- get along without medical aid, 
or in cases where, through ignorance, they fail to diagnose it 
until some member of the family has a severe attack. Nearly 
all the people have been vaccinated. Few children have been 
vaccinated before arin>ing at school age until witliin the past 
two years. Efforts to restrict spread of all diseases have been 
generally cordially entered into by the inhabifcints, when told 
of the dangers. 

A. C. Mailer, M. D., H. O. 
Ft. Howard.— Board of health authorizes health officer to 
act in its name in any emergency in times when the board is 
not in session. A general cleaning and removal of offensive 
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outliouses, and extension of mouth, in main sewer into the 
river. We have five private sewers opening into a slough, 
running through the city. We have ordered them closed and 
directed them to open into the city sewer just constructed. 
Law in relation to reporting dangerous contagious diseases 
generally observed. Kule of State Board of Health requiring 
vaccination generally observed. General results of efforts 
to restrict the spread of contagious disease encouraging. 
Health and plumbing ordinances have been adopted and it 
is proposed to carry them out faithfully. I assumed the 
duties of health officer about the 15th of April last 

W. H. Bratran, M. D., H. O. 

Glenmore. — ^Reports board of health meets once every four 
months. Its proceedings and orders are regularly recorded. 
Health officer is not given authority to act in emergency. We 
have had no cases of contagious disease. The rule of the State 
Board of Health requiring vaccination, is not observed. 

Steine Fruzen, H. O. 

New Denmark Tp. — ^Reports that board of health does not hold 
regular meetings; has met once on account of vaccination. 
Its proceedings and orders recorded. Health officer is not 
given authority to act in emergency. No sanitary work re- 
quired, and none done except as to vaccination, which was paid 
by the different school boards. No unsanitary conditions ex- 
isting at the present time, to our knowledge. There has been 
less sickness this year than usual. The law requiring the 
reporting of dangerous contagious diseases and the rule of 
the State Board of Health generally observed. General re- 
sult of efforts to restrict the spread' of contagious disease 
encouraging. 

Peter Marcussen, H. O. 
Rockland Tp. — Board of Health has met once, when it or- 
ganized, adjourning sine die. There ihas been no necessity 
for a second meeting. Proceedinigs were recorded. Health 
officer is given authority to act in emergency. No special san- 
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itary work done except casual inspection of schoolhonses and 
public places while making professional calls in the t^wn. No 
cases of contagious diseases have been reported in the town. 
State of health has been exceptionally good during the past 
twelve months. The law requiring the reporting of danger- 
ous contagious diseases and the rule of the State Board of 
Health requiring vaccination are observed. 

A. M. Kersten, M. D., H. O. 

Suamico Tp. — Health officer authorized to act for the 
board of health in an emergency at times when the board is 
not in session. Two case of Diphtheria have occurred but of 
a light nature; only one death. The law requiring the report- 
ing of contagious diseases generally observed. Rule of the 
State Board of Health requiring vaccination is- particularly 
observed. Our township is considered unquestionably healthy 
and is supplied with good, clear running water. 

Jno. G. Day, H. O. 

Wrightstown. — ^Population about 2,580. No regular meet- 
ings of the board are held. Health officer is not authorized 
to act in place of the board. No special sanitary work has 
been inaugurated. Taxpayers object to anything special 
in that line. Slaughter houses and pig-styes, in which the 
refuse from the slaughter houses is fed to the hogs, exist in 
the heart of the village. Foul privies, many barns and sta- 
bles, etc., are mostly in extreme filthy condition. During the 
year 15 cases of Diphtheria, 31 cases of Scarlet Fever, 12 cases 
of Typhoid Fever, 16 cases of Measles, 137 cases of Dysentery, 
200 or more cases of Diarrhoea, 27 cases of Cholera Morbus, 
and 7 cases of Consumption have occurred. Law relating to 
reporting of dangerous contagious disease shamefully neg- 
lected. Not more than five per cent, of the children are vac- 
cinated before reaching school age. Rule of the State Board of 
Health relating to vaccination woefully neglected. General 
result of efforts to restrict the spread of contagious disease 
discouraging. My observations for the past two years have 
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convinced me that an error is committed every time that a 
physician is appointed to the office of health officer in any 
locality within the United States, except directly under the 
supervision of the United States government. The generally 
expressed prejudices of the people for their family attendant 
and the relations which naturally bind the physician to his 
family are a great hindrance to the execution of the rules 
and regulataions of the state and local boards of healthr Some 
of the reasons why our efforts to restrict or control dangerous 
contagious diseases have been extremely discouraging are: 
First, little or no compensation; second, the existence in our 
county of a district attorney who rules against us saying the 
health officer must be a physician. 

H. Booth Kendall, H. O. 

BUFFALO COUXTY. 

Canton Tp. — Reports board of health does not hold regular 
meetings. Hea'lth officer given authority to act in emergency. 
Special unsanitary conditions existing are undrained swamp 
lands. Have not had a case of contagious disease for several 
years. The law requiring the reporting of dangerous con- 
tagious diseases observed. The rule of the State Board of 
Health requiring vaccination not observed. Only ten per cent, 
of the children are vaccinated before arriving at school age; 
130 out of 744 persons have been vaccinated within the last 
five years. Result of efforts to restrict the spread of conta- 
gious disease has been discouraging to the utmost degree. 

S. J. Unser, H. O. 

Waumandee Tp. — The towTi seems to be free from the vari- 
ous cases of sickness due to unsanitary conditions. About 
seventy-five per cent, of the i)opulation have been vaccinated 
within the past five years. The rule of the State Board of 
Health requiring vaccination has been generally observed, 
but it required considerable effort on the part of the board of 
health to enforce it. The result of efforts to restrict the 
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spread of contagious disease is certainly encouraging. It is 
evident, except in extraordinary eases that the people will 
not report to the health officer of any town cases of sickness 
and death, but such information may, I think be readily ob- 
tained in every town in another way. In every town there 
is one public or town burial ground at least. Xow if in con- 
nection with each of these places a record of deaths was 
properly kept, with the name, age, and cause of death in each 
case, as nearly as could be ascertained, there would be lit- 
tle difficulty in obtaining and sending to the State Board of 
Health the particular information required. The health offi- 
cer will endeavor to see that in future such records are kept 
and that access can readily be obtained to such sources of in- 
formation in the interest of public health. 

Jno. Turton, H. O. 

CALUMET COUNTY. 

Stockbridge. — ^Reports that board of healthi does not hold 
regular meetings. Health officer is not given authority to 
act in emergency. No unsajnitary conditions existing at tlie 
present time. The law requiring the reporting of dangerous 
contagious disease is observed. Nearly all in the immediate 
vicinity have been vaccinated, although in some portions of the 
township scarcely any have complied with the rule. Gen- 
eral result of efforts to restrict the spread of dangerous con- 
tagious disease encouraging. My^ experience, as health officer, 
has been that the people of Stockbridge are ever ready to co- 
operate with me to limit, or stop, the spread of contagious 
diseases. 

G. P. McKinney, M. D., H. O. 

CHIPPEWA COUXTY. 

Big Bend Tp. — ^Reports that there is no special unsanitary 
conditions existing. There has been but one case of Scarlet 
Fever during the past year and none of other' diseases (1894). 



Digitized by 



Google 



110 Report of the 



Extracts from Correspondence, 



All school children were vaccinated last spring together with, 
a few adults. The sanitary condition of the three villages 
in this township is better than at any time since I assumed 
the duties of health officer three years ago. Inspections have 
been frequently made during the year and no nuisances found 
requiring abatement 

Geo. M. Carnachan, M. D., BL O. 
Chipi)ewa Falls. — The board of health authorizes the health 
officer to act in emergency and at times when the board is 
not in session. There has been a thorough vaccination of all 
school children, and we have prepared a pest house at the ex- 
pense of about J300.00 foi^ any case of Small Pox that may 
occur. There are some outbuildings here that are in bad 
shape but the general condition of the city (sanitary condi- 
tion) is the best in the state. For the past two years all con- 
tagious diseases have been thoroughly quarantined. Upon 
receiving report of contagious disease, the house is immedi- 
ately placed under strict quarantine and spcial officers ap- 
pointed to guard all virulent contagious diseases, as Diphthe- 
ria, Scarlet Fever, etc. The general result of efforts to re- 
strict the spread of contagious diseases has been very encour- 
aging. The city of Chippewa Falls boasts of its good water 
supply and drainage. In this lies the secret of its sanitary 
condition. Previous to the establishing of our water plant 
and sewerage, Malarial and Typhoid Fever found a fertile soil 
here, but now it is very seldom we see either. One case of 
Typhoid Fever has developed in this city for the past two 
years. There have been a number of Typhoid Fever cases 
treated at St. Joseph's Hospital in this city but the cases 
have all come from the northern part of the state, from Min- 
nesota, Dakota and Michigan. 

E. P. EUenson, M. D., H. O. 
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CLABK COUl^TY. 

Greenwood. — ^Reports hjog-pens liave been removed from with- 
in city limits; privies have been disinfected, which is about 
all that has been done. The law requiring the reporting of 
dangerous contagious disease generally observed. The rule 
of the State Board of Health requiring vaccination generally 
observed. General result of efforts to restrict the spread 
of contagious disease encouraging. Our worst and most diffi- 
cult unsanitary condition to deal with is privy vaults, when 
lots are small and each lot occupied as a dwelling. The wells 
and vaults are often not far enough apart. 

G. n Buland, M. D., H. O. 

Loyal Vil. — General orders to clean up and remove privies, 
etc., have been published and fairly well obeyed. Rule of State 
Board of Health requiring vaccination not observed. Gen- 
eral results of efforts to restrict the spread of dangerous con- 
tagious disease negative. In all our ordinary contagious dis^ 
eases, jmxticularly Scarlet Fever, Diphtheria and Measles, 
quarantine is of no avail. It would be a waste of words to 
urge the matter, for me it is self-evident that quarantine alone, 
the strictest quarantine serves no purpose. But such quar- 
antine as we have at present, or such attempts at quarantine, 
are farcial. From a scientific standpoint the only quaran- 
tine which is justifiable, would be somewhat as follows: 
Isolation of the patient and nurse. Disinfection of all dis- 
charges and excreta, or destruction of the same by fire. On 
recovery of patient, a scientific sterilization of same, verifica- 
tion by culture methods and the microscope. Disinfection, 
sterilization of the apartment, of all the furniture, clothes 
and bedding of the nurses; verification by the microscope. 
Air in apartment the same. In effect, culture methods and 
the microscope should establish the fact that all is germ free. 
As near i)erfection as we can come, or rather the methods 
we apply, should be as nearly exact as it is possible to make 
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them. Quarantine as at present applied, is not only ineffect- 
ual bnt tends to propagate tke disease. We confine a family 
of fonr or a dozen in one little house; let them shift for them- 
selves with the help of a doctor who knows as much about the 
germ of Diphtheria as the man in the moon, and practically 
condemn an indefinite number to death. I will not enlarge 
upon the matter, the proof of the pudding is in the eating, 
look at the results of last winter's work! look at Grantsburg! 
In my humble opinion our health laws need thorough revision, 
or should be repealed and laws passed that do not bear the 
stamp of the infancy of sanitary science. 

Albert F. Fuchs, M. D., H. O. 
Pine Valley Tp. — ^Reports board of health gives health offi- 
cer authority to act in emergency. Sanitary condition is very 
good. The land is rolling and the town has creeks and also the 
Black river running through it. The farmers are very care- 
less about reporting sickness. Scarlet Fever has been quite 
prevalent in a light form. The law requiring the report of 
dangerous contagious diseases is generally observed. Vac- 
cination has been very general. The general result of efforts 
to restrict the spread of contagious disease encouraging. 

A. Matheson, M. D., H. O. 

COLUMBllA COUNTY. 

Dekorra Tp. — No special unsanitary conditions observed. 
Vaccination rule of State Board of Health observed. General 
results of efforts to restrict the spread of contagious disease 
encouraging. Any orders issued by the board are generally 
cheerfully carried out by the people. 

J. B. Marshall, H. O. 

Kilbourn City. — ^Board of health meets regularly. Its pro- 
ceedings and orders regularly recorded. Health officer given 
authority to act in emergency. Sanitary ordinances of board 
now under consideration. Unsanitary conditions exist mostly 
from foul privies, barns, stables and uncared for streets and 
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alleys. I^aw in regard to reporting of contagions disease gen- 
erally observed. General result of efforts to restrict the 
spread of contagions diseases very encouraging. 

Geo. W. Jenkins, M. D., H. O. 

Leeds Tp. — ^Reports that board of health does not hold reg- 
ular meetings. Proceedings and orders recorded. The health 
oflftcer is given authority to act in emergency, and there is a 
recorded resolution to that effect, subject to revision of board 
if considered necessary by chairman or secretary to call a 
meeting. No special unsanitary conditions exist at present 
time. The past year has been a remarkable one for good 
health. No case of contagious disease has been rei)orted. The 
law requiring the rejxyrting of dangerous contagious diseases 
is rigidly observed. During February and March vaccination 
was attempted very generally, and some failures to produce 
typicall vesicles resulted. During six weeks past, a sore throat 
(usually) after a few days develops Diarrhoea, sometimes Dysen- 
tery, and has been, or is, almost universal. Headache^ and 
nausea frequent; recovery good after 24 or 48 hours, but death 
has occasionally occurred. Severe among children, but the 
old are not exempt. 

0. 0. Woodford, H. O. 

Otsego. — ^Health officer has authority to act in any emer- 
gency. Law requiring report of dangerous contagious dis- 
ease generally observed. Kule of State Board of Health re- 
quiring vaccination generally observed. In regard to vaccin- 
ation of school children, I think if every town or city would 
pay the expense, it would be very generally observed. 

W. A. Pease, H. O. 

Portage. — ^Board of health holds regular meetings. Pro- 
ceedings and orders regularly recorded. Health officer given 
authority by the board to act in any emergency. Strict quar- 
antine is carried out in contagious diseases. Eule of State 
Board of Health requiring vaccination thoroughly observed. 
8-B. tT. 
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General result of efforts to restrict spread of contagious dis^ 
ease very encouraging. The board of health of this city are 
very willing and ready to do anything they can for the health 
of the city, with one exception: I have asked for a building 
for an eergency hospital, or pest house, to be provided and 
ready for any cases of Small Pox that may occur, but as yet 
no satisfactory building has been provided but think there 
will be before long. It gives me pleasure to state that Port- 
age is one of the healthiest, if not the very healthiest place 
in the state. Malaria is a thing unknown here, and I am un- 
able to say that Typhoid Fever has ever developed here. 
Our water supply is from wells and from the Wisconsin river 
through our system of waterworks. The Wisconsin comes 
from the northwest through sandy country and the water is 
soft and excellent. The soil in the immediate vicinity of 
Portage is sandy and its absorbing qualities are such that 
we have very little trouble with the vaults of outhouses, or 
cess pools, etc. Have no system of sewerage yet but hope to 
have in a year or two. Generally speaking the sanitary con- 
dition of the city is first class. 

Wm. Meacher, M. D., H. O. 

Poynette Vil.-r-Proceedings and orders of board regularly 
recorded. Very few contagious diseases. Vaccination rule 
of State Board of Health generally observed. In general the 
people are careful and obedient to orders and attend to all 
contagious diseases. 

John Binnie, M. D., H. O. 

Wyocena Tp. — ^Health officer given authority to act in emer- 
gency. Special unsanitary conditions are the presence - of 
privy vaults. It is my opinion that in our village, where the 
soil is nearly clear sand, that a well within 100 feet of a 
privy vault is a source of danger, and we have such. There 
has been a great deal less Scarlet Fever, and no Diphtheria 
or Typhoid Fever during the past year. The law relating to 
reporting dangerous contagious diseases generally observed. 
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The rule of the State Board of Health requiring vaccination 
not observed. I have had some orders entirely disregarded. 
Some people are always anxions to abuse any one who does 
anything for the public good, but on the whole, orders have 
been well obeyed and I have no reason to complain. The 
board has done everything necessary to assist me in carrying 
out my plans. 

Jos. Chandler, M. D., H. O., 

CKAWFORD COTO^TY. 

Prairie du Chien. — ^Reports 3,500 population. Board of 
health does not hold regular meetings. It has been called 
together five times during the past year for Small Pox, Diph- 
theria, and for the sanitary conditions of the city. Its pro- 
ceedings and orders are regularly recorded. Health officer 
receives no salary and is not authorized to act in emergency. 
No special sanitary work has been done. We have a slough 
which was dammed up a few years ago, but is now broken 
down, allowing stagnant water to stand in pools, which were 
covered with green moss all summer. This same slough is a 
catch basin for all of our sewers. City council refuses to ex- 
I)end any more money for the same. We have had a large 
amount of Malarial Fever. We have had 450 cases of Diar- 
rhoeal disease with 51 deaths. The law requiring the report- 
ing of dangerous contagious disease and the rule of the State 
Board of Health requiring vaccination are observed. Gen- 
eral result of efforts to restrict the spread of contagious dis- 
ease encouraging. 

J. C. Eowley, M. D., H. O. 

Soldiers Grove. — Diarrhoea has been very prevalent in this 
vicinity among children and adults. The law requiring re^ 
ports of contagious diseases generally observed. Kule of the 
State Board of Health requiring vaccination generally ob- 
served. Eesult of efforts to restrict the spread of contagious 
disease encouraging. 

J. F. Brown, M. D., H. O., 
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Wauzeka Vil. — Board of healtli authorizes health. oflScer to 
act in its name in emergency and at times when board is not 
in session. The streets, and alleys adjacent, cellars, etc.,. 
have been cleaned and all low places are being drained with 
tiling. All privies are receiving proper attention, also barn* 
and all outhonses. The law requiring reporting of contagious 
diseases generally observed. The greater protion of the 
children have been v^iccinated. General result of efforts- 
to restrict spread of contagious disease very encouraging. 
Our water supply is abundant and pure, most of the popula- 
tion being supplied by artesian wells. Contagious diseases,, 
with the exception of the milder form of Whooping Cough 
and Measles, are scarcely know here. I fully approve of 
the State Board's action requiring vaccination and am en- 
deavoring to carry it out in this vicinity. 

a. H. Perrin, M. D., H. O. 

DANE COUNTY. 

Dunn Tp. — Special unsanitary condition is one poorly 
drained pond lying partly in the village of Macfarland, being^ 
dry about one-half of the time. Law requiring report of dan- 
gerous contagious disease observed. Eule of the State Board 
of Health relative to vaccination observed in most cases. 
General results of efforts to restrict the spread of contagion » 
disease discouraging. Nearly every one complains of quar- 
antine. First of all this is hard work for poor pay, making* 
one's self unpopular trying to keep disease down. If there 
are any restrictions all are in favor of it but the restricted 
who is ever afterward your enemy. A good health officer 
is a martyr in every sense of the word. 

W. R Weeks, M. D., H. O. 

Sun Prairie. — Sanitary work consisted of general cleaning. 
Everything is in good condition. Law relating to reporting dan- 
gerous contagious disease and the rule of the State Board of 
Health requiring vaccination observed. G-eneral result of efforts 
to restrict the spread of contagious disease encouraging. My 
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duties as health, officer are made pleasant by the people, who 
seem to be always willing and anxious to do as> I suggest 
They invariably clean everything as soon as frost is out of 
the ground. Town board opens and cleans all ditches, water- 
ways, gutters and streets. Any suggestion I make is always 
promptly executed. 

Theo. P. Crosse, M. D., H. O., 

JDODGE ;«OIINTY. 

Beaver Dam Tp. — ^Health officer is given authority to act in- 
emergencies. I believe there are no special unsanitary con- 
ditions existing at present. Isolation of cases and thorough 
disinfection of premises is carried out for the control of con- 
tagious diseases. The rule of the State Board of Health re- 
<iuiring vaccination is not generally observed. I have been 
fortunate enough to find the people ready to co-operate with 
me cheerfully in everything reasonable for the preventiou 
of disease or to prevent its spread. In two years we have 
had diphtheria imported three times and in each case we have 
prevented its spreading beyond the premises originally in- 
fected. The provision of the State Board of Health for hav- 
ing the school children vaccinated has not, in a single instance 
been enforced, which I believe is wrong. If Small Pox comes 
among us it will find us but poorly prepared to meet it. 

E..M. McDonald, M. D., H. O. 

Horicon. — ^We have a pond in the residence portion of the 
village which is a receptacle for adjacent stables and back 
yards and which it seems would be a source of danger, but no 
special disease or epidemic has been traced to it. The law 
requiring report of dangerous contagious disease generally 
observed. The rule of the State Board of Health requiring 
vaccination is observed. General results of efforts to restrict' 
the spread of contagious disease encouraging in the past two 
years. When no contagious diseases prevail there is indiffer- 
ence as to sanitary condition of people's surroundings; but 
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when they do prevail our people awake and use utmost en- 
deavors to prevent the spreading of the same and promptly 
comply with instructions of health authorities. Many poor 
people object to vaccination on account of the expense and 
think the state ought to pay for it 

Frank P. Klahr, M. D., H. O. 

DOOR COUNTY. 

Egg Harbor. — ^No cases of contagious disease have occurred 
in the township during the past year. Rule of State Board 
requiring vaccination observed. Our water supply is most 
favorable to inmiunity from infectious diseases that spread 
through that medium. Our wells are all drilled in limestone 
rock, and are from 45 to 150 feet in depth. The water is of 
necessity very hard, but is comparatively free from organic 
matter. Goitre is especially prevalent, probably 50 per cent, 
of all people using well water being effected. Rachitis is rare. 

H. Franklin Fames, M. D., H. O. 

Forestville. — Health officer authorized by the board to act 
in any emergency. Sanitary condition is very good. The law 
relative to reporting dangerous contagious disease generally 
observed. About two-thirds of the school children vaccinated. 
Greneral' result of efforts to restrict spread of contagious dis- 
ease encouraging. Public sentiment is improving in regard to 
sanitation. 

John Keogh, H. O. 

Sturgeon Bay City. — ^Health commissioner has full power of 
board of health, and receives a small salary. The special sani- 
tary work done was general cleaning up in the spring, and 
the maintenance of cleanliness throughout the year. We 
have no sewerage or water system here, consequently are 
dependent on the old system of wells, both dug and drilled, 
and in most cases the old privy vaults; in some instances 
both well and privy vault situated on one lot, 150x50 feet. 
We have had some Diphtheria and Typhoid Fever. The law 
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requiring the report of dangerous contagious disease com- 
plied with., except in a few instances. The rule of the State 
Board of Health requiring vaccination has been observed, 
and I think mostly all the people in the city have been vac- 
cinated. General result of efforts to restrict the spread of 
contagious disease encoi^raging. 

H. C. Sibrer, M^ D., H O. 

DOUGLASi COUNTY. 

West Superior. — ^Reports population of 35,000. Board of 
health fully organized as required by law, and records regu- 
larly, and properly kept. Principal sanitary work has con- 
sisted in having premises inspected by sanitary inspectors; 
written notices sent or served to abate nuisances. Work of 
health department has certainly prevented many cases of 
contagious disease, and the law requiring the reporting of 
contagious diseases carefully observed. House is placarded 
as soon as case is reported, and quarantine master is placed 
in charge of the case until the attending physician reports 
the patient well, then the quarantine master fumigates the 
house, and all clothing or bedding used in the room or rooms 
are disinfected with a solution of bi-chloride of mercury. 
Sulphur is used to fumigate. The health commissioner is 
responsible for disinfection. 

J. A. Rene, M. D., Health Commissioner. 

EAU CLAHIE COUNTY. 

Altoona. — ^Reports that board of health meets every two 
months. Its proceedings and orders are regularly recorded. 
Kule of the State Board of Health requiring vaccination gen- 
erally observed. The people generally favor the action of the 
health officer who has been empowered by the board to act 
without calling the board together. The work is continually 
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going on, and every means being exerted to keep the city in 
as good sanitary condition as possible. 

J. F. Bailey, M. D., H. O. 

Augusta. — ^Reports that board does not hold regular meetings. 
Position of health officer given to lowest bidder. Sanitary 
condition of the city is at present in good shape. Physicians 
report all cases of contagious disease. Vaccination rule of 
the State Eoard of Health quite generally observed in the 
city, and fairly well in the country. The general result of 
efforts to restrict the spread of contagious disease is discour- 
aging when applied to those directly affected, but encourag- 
ing when it is applied to a neighbor. 

E. L. Fletcher, M. D., H. O. 

Clear Creek Tp. — ReiK>rts population 500. The board of 
health does not hold regular meetings and its proceedings and 
orders are not regularly recorded. The health officer is not 
given authority to act in emergency. We have no unsanitary 
conditions existing at the present time. There has been very 
little sickness the past year. The law is generally observed 
requiring the reporting of dangerous contagious disease, but 
the rule of the State Board of Health requiring vaccination 
is not observed. General result of efforts to restrict the spread 
of contagious disease has been encouraging, except in vacci- 
nation. 

W. A. Rouse, H. O. 

Eau Claire City.— Reports 20,000 inhabitants. Board of health, 
meets once a month. Salary of health officer $300.00 per 
annum. Board authorizes health officer to act in emergency. 
There are no special unsanitary conditions existing. The 
law requiring the reporting of contagious diseases observed. 
All school children attending school in the city have been 
vaccinated. General result of efforts to restrict the spread 
of contagious disease encouraging. 
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FLOKENCE COUNTY. 

Common wealth- — ^Reports tkat the town board with, the health 
oflScer constitutes the board of health.. ■ Health officer given 
authority to act in emergency. The law requiring the report- 
ing of dangerous contagious diseases generally observed. 
School children were all vaccinated last winter. 

E. P. Swift, M. D., H. O. 

FOND DU LAC COUNTY. 

Fond du Lac City. — ^Population 15,000. Proceedings 
and orders of the board of health regularly recorded. Salary 
of health officer $250.00. Health, officer given authority to 
act in emergency. The law requiring the reporting of con- 
tagious diseases strictly observed. Privies and alleys are 
thoroughly cleaned, and sewers flushed once a month. Our 
river is our greatest nuisance, and has been unusually dry 
this season. Rule of the State Board of Health requiring 
vaccination generally observed. The result of efforts to re- 
strict the spread of contagious disease encouraging. 

H. C. Dittmar, H. O. 

Lamartine. — ^Reports that the law requiring report of danger- 
ous contagious disease has been observed during the past 
year. The rule of the State Board of Health requiring vac- 
cination is not generally observed. General state of health, 
has been uncommonly satisfactory. 

Jos. Fisher, Sr., H. O. 

Marshfield Tp. — ^Reports that the proceedings and orders of 
the board of health are not regularly recorded. As special 
unsanitary conditions now existing may be mentioned, sev- 
eral slaughter houses, foul water courses, foul privies, bams 
and stables. There were more cases of Scarlet Fever and 
Malignant Diphtheria than the year previous. The law requir- 
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ing report of dangerous contagious diseases generally ob- 
served. The rule of the State Board of Health requiring vac- 
cination not observed. 

M. Schmitz, M. D., H. O. 

Rijwn City. — ^RejKyrts that board of health does not hold 
regular meetings; have met three times since last April, for 
organization and to hear complaints of nuisances. Its pro- 
ceedings and orders are regularly recorded. Health officer 
receives |3.00 per diem for actual services, and is given au- 
thority to act in emergency. No special sanitary worfe done 
by the board during the year covered by this report. The 
si)ecial unsanitary condition! now existing is a mill pond re- 
ceiving sewage from private sewers. A contract has been 
let for a system of sewers that will do away with the danger. 
The law requiring the reporting of dangerous contagious dis- 
eases and the rule of the State Board of Health requiring vacci- 
nation are observed. On receipt of reports of contagious dis- 
ease the cases are visited (unless known positively that they 
are isolated and no children in family attend school) and in- 
formed of the law. Teachers and public librarian are noti- 
fied. General result of efforts to restrict the spread of con- 
tagious disease encouraging. 

Sidney S. Hall, M. D., H. O. 

Waupun. — ^All cess pools have been abolished. Obstructions 
at outlet of prison sewer have been removed, all alleys 
cleaned; also all privies. We have been remarkably free 
from all contagious diseases. Absolute and enforced quar- 
antine is enjoined. The rule of the State Board of Health 
requiring vaccination is generally observed. I believe edu- 
cation, enlightenment, culture and refinement, combined with 
tact and good judgment, have accomplished much to the ma- 
jority; to the few, the enforcement of wholesome, just law» 
is absolutely necessary. I am confident that the people are 
unwUling as yet, in our smaller cities, to properly remunerate 
the health officers for services rendered. 

G. B. Durand, M, D., H. O. 



Digitized by 



Google 



State Board of Health. 123 

Extracts from Correspondence. 

FOREST COUNTY. 

Crandon. — ^Reports tliat board of health, consists of town 
board. Health, officer given authority to act in emergency. 
The rule of the State Board of Health requiring vaccination 
is not observed. The prevailing objection against it seems 
to be ignorance. 

Alfred Smith, H. O. 

GRANT COUNTY. 

Boscobel City. — ^Reports carelessness in cleaning about bams, 
pig-pens, and stock sheds. People are not particular about 
frequent changing or cleaning p{rivy vaults. The law is fairly 
well observed] w^hich requires reporting of dangeroU|S contagious 
disease. The rule of the State Board of Health requiring 
vaccination generally observed. The general results of efforts 
to restrict the spread of dangerous contagious disease en- 
couraging. We have a sand sub-soil, consequently have no 
foul pools. Yards are kept pretty clean and streets fairly so. 

Chas. A. Armstrong, M. D., H O. 

Cassville. — ^Reports that the law requiring report of danger- 
ous contagious diseases is not observed on account of negligence. 
Rule of State Board of Health not observed. The board of 
health can be notified and will act in less than an hour, if 
occasion arises, but we have been remarkably free from any 
contagious or infectious diseases, but if they do occur I am 
certain that under the present law we can handle them 
properly. 

W. P. Hartford, M. D., H. O. 

Clifton Tp. — ^Reports population 1,075 ; that board of health, 
by recorded resolution, gives health officer authority to act 
in emergency (this resolution at request of health officer). 
Law generally observed requiring the rei)ort of dangerous 
contagious diseases. Rule of State Board of Health requir- 
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ing vaccination generally observed. General result of efforts 
to restrict the spread of contagious disease has been very en- 
couraging, and we have no trouble in enforcing quarantine, 
as everybody here "sees the point/' and willingly submit to 
quarantine, disinfection, etc. People are generally intelli- 
gent enough to be cleanly, and willingly respond to sugges- 
tions and obey orders from the health officer. 

J. S. Cocklin, M. D., H. O. 
Hazel G-reen Tp. — ^Reports that the board of health does not 
meet regularly, and that its proceedings and orders are not 
regularly recorded. The position of health officer is strictly an 
honorary one, no salary attached. The law requiring contagious 
diseases to be reported is generally observed. The rule of 
the State Board of Health requiring vaccination is rigidly 
enforced in the village. Usually the board of health is sus- 
tained and endorsed by all good citizens. The health officer 
should be a physician, and should receive a salary, or at 
least a fair compensation for the work he does. Last winter 
I spent consideraJ)le time, as well as some money, in comply- 
ing with the rules of the State Board in regard to vaccination, 
but so far have not received one cent for my trouble. I am 
in favor of compulsory vaccination, and would favor a section 
added to the public health laws compelling all children under 
^Ye years to be vaccinated. I would also favor a fixed salary 
for health officers, or in place thereof, fixed fees for certain 
work, said salary or fee to be regulated by amount of work 
performed, or in the proportion to the population of jurisdiction 
over which he is appointed. I would favor regular meetings 
of the board of health whether there was any business to be 
brought before it or not. I would favor a monthly report tp 
the State Board instead of yearly, giving number of eases sick 
and what disease, whether contagious or not; also births and 
deaths — deaths from all diseases, whether contagious or not. 
When the reporting of sickness by health officers is required 
only during epidemics, the chances! are that they will never 
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be reported at all in the majority of cases, because what a 
physician neglects to do when at leisure, he is sure to forget 
when rushed with business. 

J. 0. Blair, M. D., H O. 

Jamestown. — ^Reports population 1,100 . Proceedings and or- 
ders of the board of health regularly recorded. Health 
officer paid $5.00 per diem when required to act, but not 
authorized by the board of health to act in emergency. Local- 
ity has been practically free from contagious disease, one 
case of Small Pox having occurred. There have been some 
people vaccinated, especially children, but a great many par- 
ents are against vaccination, and will keep their children 
from school rather than have them vaccinated. The general 
result of efforts to restrict the spread of contagious disease 
has been encouraging, for our people being intelligent cannot 
fail to appreciate the endeavors to shield them from con- 
tracting loathesome diseases, and as by these means, a saving 
of money to them is effected they are eager and willing to 
aid the efforts of the officers in all things they deem neces- 
sary. My experience as a health officer is somewhat limited, 
as my practice is solely an office practice, preventing me from 
coming in direct contact with those cases. 

Louis R. Schroeder, M. D., H. O. 

Lancaster. — ^We have had a large number of cases of Scar- 
let Fever, but no deaths. We quarantine all Scarlet Fever 
patients, and in several instances the entire family, and dis- 
infect after four weeks. The rule of the State Board of 
Health requiring vaccination is enforced. I observe that 
people cheerfully respond to all reasonable health ordinances 
when they are educated to know why such must be enforced, 
and that the health officer has no personal interest. Our 
efforts to better the condition of the city in getting rid of the 
waste from table and shops, and also human excrement, has 
done more good than any other education in sanitation. I 
would suggest cremation for all kinds of garbage. Where 
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I have condemned privies and had them replaced by new ones, 
several persons have thanked me for suggesting dry earth 
closets for private use instead of vaults; others feel thankful 
that a scavenger cleaned out the old vault rather than dig 
new ones. Several families are using hot air closets; also 
the schools, and other public buildings, with satisfaction. 
The smell while burning them out is often offensive to the 
neighbors. The privy nuisance is growing less every year 
instead of becoming more complicated, as I found it when 
I became health officer, three years ago. Drains are the 
most troublesome now. It is hard to get the city council 
to carry out the suggestions of the health officer. Our city 
ordinances are weak *on the subject of quarantine. Waste 
from tables are burned or buried, except in hotels where it 
is carted away. We allow no pig-pens in blocks where sev- 
eral houses are except in winter, and very few hogs are kept 
anywhere in town. One large spring, wells and cisterns fur- 
nish the water supply. It is off lime rock, and is pure. Our 
school houses are well ventilated, while our churches are 
not. Contagion never makes much progress here. Whoop- 
ing Cough was general, being in the school last year. Mea- 
sles occurred during vacation. Scarlet Fever was mostly in 
isolated cases, as also Mumps. No Diphtheria here since I 
have been health officer, and only two cases of Typhoid Tever. 

R L. Scanlan, M. D., H. O. 

Marion Tp. — ^Reports that the board meets only upon occasion 
for action upon some particular thing. Its proceedings and 
orders are regularly recorded. Health officer receives no 
salary. The rule of the State Board of Health requiring 
vaccination generally observed. The better element of our 
whole people is in accord with the health board, and they 
desire the law to be enforced. 

L. a. Armstrong, M. D., H. O. 

Muscoda. — ^Reports that the' board of jhealth gives its health 
officer authority to act in its name in emergency. The law requir- 
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ing tke reporting of dangerous contagious diseases is observed, 
and the rule of tke State Board of Health, requiring vaccina- 
tion enforced. "I have been health officer in this town for 
eighteen years; during that time I have had no trouble in 
having the community comply with the requirements of the 
sanitary regulations. "WTien necessary I mail written notices 
to the parties, and they are quickly observed." 

Wm. K. Jameson, M. D., H. O. 

Platteville City. — ^Population 2,745. Eeports that the sal- 
ary of the health officer is |25.00 per annum. Oliere is a 
recorded resolution giving the health officer unlimited power 
to act. There has been less sickness during the past year 
than usual. The law requiring the report of dangerous con- 
tagious diseases is complied with, as a rule, but not with 
the accuracy I think it should be, on account of inadvertency. 
The rule of the State Board of Health is observed. While 
we boast of great things being accomplished by boards of 
health and health officers, I am satisfied that the work of 
regeneration by sanitation has not fairly begun. Not one 
per cent, of our entire population is in sympathy with! sani- 
tary work, and not until the individual is taught his personal 
responsibility in this matter can we expect to make rapid 
progress. Boards of health and health officers must rise, in 
the estimation of the people, above the level of scavengers, 
and be looked upon as true teachers of "preventive medicine.^' 
Then the individual will abate his obnoxious pig-pen, and 
the "abominable" privy vault will become a mound; the cre- 
matory will be found in every kitchen, and all domestic refuse 
will go into it. In my opinion the local boards of health 
should be appointed for a term of years, and go out of office 
by rotation. One year is too short a time to become sufficiently 
acquainted with sanitary work to be able to appreciate the vast 
amount of good that can and ought to be accomplished by a 
working board of health. 

Again, the people should realize that the competent health 
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officer does the very best work that can be done for any com- 
munity, and that he ought to be amply paid for his services. 

Erastus J. Buck, M. D., H. O. 

GREEN COUNTY. 

Albany Vil. — ^Reports 800 population. Health officer re- 
ceives no salary. Board of health does not authorize health 
officers to act in emergency. Typhoid Fever has existed and 
investigations have been made of the water supply, results of 
which are not known yet. The law requiring the reporting 
of dangerous contagious diseases is not observed. Public 
sentiment is opposed to any restrictions. Rule of State Board 
of Health requiring vaccination not observed in any district 
so far as I can learn. We, as physicians, spend much time 
and study in preventing disease, and our thanks are usually 
something after the nature of the following, which I heard 
many times last winter: "I dont believe there is any danger 
from Small Pox, the doctors get this scare up just to get a 
chance to vaccinate people." 

Geo. A. Blakeley, M. D., H. O. 

juda. — ^Reports that the proceedings and orders of the board 
of health are regularly recorded and the health officer is 
given authority to act in emergency. Seven cases of Small 
Pox have occurred, with two deaths. The law relating to 
reporting of dangerous contagious diseases is generally ob- 
served, and the rule of the State Board of Health requiring 
vaccination is also observed. The general results of efforts 
to restrict the spread of contagious disease encouraging. 

R. O. Allen, M. D., H. O. 

GREEN LAEE COUNTY. 

Berlin. — ^Reports 5,000 inhabitants. Health officer is author- 
izes by the board of health to act in its name in emergency. 
About four thousand feet of sewer has been put in at the re- 
quest of the board, costing between $4,000 and $5,000. Law 
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requiring tlie reporting of dangerous contagious disease geu" 
erally observed. The rule of tlie State Board of Health, re- 
' quiring vaccination enforced in the city, and all children 
attending school have been vaccinated. General results of 
efforts to restrict spread of contagious disease encouraging. 

C. M. Willis, M. D., H. O. 

Green Lake. — Keports population 1,330. Board of health 
has met but once to consult about vaccination of school chil- 
dren. Health officer is given authority, in writing, to act in 
emergency. No special sanitary work has been done other 
than that the health officer has kept a watch on all sloughs, 
privies, etc. The law requiring the rei)orting of dangerous 
contagious diseases and the rule of the State Board of Health 
requiring vaccination are observed. General result of efforts 
to restrict the spread of contagious disease has been encour- 
aging. 

W. T. Burdick, H. O. 

Markesan and town of Mackford. — ^Report population, includ- 
ing village, 1,514. Position of health officer is honorary, no 
salary. There is a drain to a creamery situated almost in 
the center of the village which has seemed to me a source of 
special danger. It is a ditch simply dug in the soil to the 
river. The whole ground seems saturated on either side 
and the sour milk, dirty water, etc., under the hot sun of 
July and August, produces a terrible stench. Typhoid Fever 
and Diphtheria have prevailed, but not to an alarming ex- 
tent. The law requiring the reporting of dangerous con- 
tagious disease is not observed on account of the negligence 
of the board of health to enforce the same. General result 
of efforts to restrict the spread of contagious disease dis- 
couraging. 

C, M. Gilmore, M. D., H. O. 
9— B. H. 
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IOWA COUNTY. 

Avoca Vil. — ^Reports that village board constitutes board* 
of health. Law requiring reporting of contagious diseases 
generally observed. Rule of the State Board of Health re- 
quiring vaccination not observed. Some of the people are 
very angry when quarantined, and as I am in business it 
has a tendency to hurt trade some. 

Jno. B. Eagan, H. O. 

Ridgeway. — Reports 500 population. Foul privies and pig- 
pens innumerable. Six cases of Scarlet Fever, 4 of Typhoid 
Fever, 12 cases of Measles, 16 of Dysentery, 6 cases of Con- 
sumption have occurred during the past year. The law re- 
quiring the report of contagious disease not observed. The 
rule of the State Board of Health requiring vaccination not 
observed. All information or notices given by me as health 
officer, such as vaccination rule, existence of unsanitary con- 
ditions of premises, have been resented with pugnacity and 
caused those receiving such notices to employ some other 
physici-an as they say "who will not try to break them up." 

Clinton Day, M. D., H. O. 

Waldwick. — Rejwrts that the law is generally observed re- 
quiring report of dangerous contagious diseases. The rule 
of the State Board of Health requiring vaccination generally 
observed. General result of efforts to restrict the spread 
of contagious disease very encouraging. The people are a 
law abiding class which make my duties easy. 

Wm. Skews, H. O. 

mOX COUNTY. 

Vaughn Tp. (Hurley). — ^Reports 4,500 population. Proceed- 
ings and orders of the board regularly recorded. Salary 
of health officer $20.00 per month. Board of health author- 
izes the health officer to act in emergencies. 

The sanitary conditions are as complete as can be found 



Digitized by 



Google 



State Board of Health. 131 

Extracts from Corres2)ondence. 

in a town of this size. There lias been a marked improve- 
ment in the amount of sickness in the past nine months, 
there not having been reported a single jcase of Scarlet 
Fever or Diphtheria, and only eight cases of Typhoid Fever 
in the past four months against thirty-two cases a year ago. 
The rule of the State Board of Health requiring vaccination 
was strictly observed last jwinter. The general result of 
efforts to restrict the spread of contagious disease very en- 
couraging. The general public health has been very good 
in' the past year, and all observations made by me lead me 
to think that our Typhoid cases each year are due more to 
impure well and spring water than any other cause. The 
question of causation of the disease in this locality is the 
spring and well water or that furnished by the water works 
plant, and from my observation I am inclined to think that 
the wells and springs are more to blame than anything else. 

Wm. H. A. Turner, M. D., H. O. 

JACKSO:Nr COUNTY. 

Alma. — ^Reports population 2,000. Board of health does not 
hold regular meetings. Proceedings and orders recorded. 
The health officer is not given authority to act in emergency. 
We have no unsanitary conditions existing at the present 
time. The law requiring the reporting of dangerous conta- 
gious diseases and the rule of the State Board of Health re- 
quiring vaccination are observed. General result of efforts 
to restrict the spread of contagious disease encouraging. 

H. A. Peabody, H. O. 

Hixton Tp. — ^Reports that there is one place in the village, 
formerly an old mill dam, that should be filled for it is full 
of stagnant water, and at times rather offensive. The law 
requiring report of dangerous contagious diseases is not gen- 
erally observed, the reason for which I think is that it is too 
much bother, and another thing the dislike on the i>art of 
certain] physicians to report to another physician. The rule 
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of the State Board of Health requiring vaccination of school 
children is observed. Onr town is afraid of expense, and 
will not do any sanitary work, although we need some done. 
They do not want to pay for quarantine work, but so far I 
have had no trouble in the work of quaraatine. The people 
are willing to have it done as a general thing if it does not 
cost anything. . 

L. F. BraQch, M. D., H. O. 

Manchester Tp.— The board of health does not meet reg- 
ularly. Its proceedings and orders are recorded. Health 
oflacer is given authority to act in emergency, and there is a 
written resolution to that effect. There are no unsanitary 
conditions and we have had no cases of contagious disease. 
The law requiring the rejmrtiug of dangerous contagious dis- 
eases and the rule of the State Board of Health requiring 
vaccination are observed. General result of efforts to restrict 
the spread of contagious disease encouraging. 

E. Quackenbush, H. O. 

Melrose and Irving. — ^Rei)ort health officer given authority 
to act in emergency. We had a general cleaning up in 
June, and aU vaults |and barn-yards, pig-pens, etc., were 
cleaned imder the direction of the board, and some removed. 
The law generally observed requiring the report of dangerous 
contagious diseases. The rule of the State Board of Health 
requiring vaccination generally observed, although some dis- 
tricts seem inclined to disregard it. I think the country 
school and church buildings should receive our attention in 
the near future as a gieat number of them are totally unfit 
to confine a number of children or pupils in for any length 
of timej are regardless of any idea of ventilation, etc., also 
being poorly lighted and heated. 

I also believe that many of our health officers have too 
much of an air of authority to enlist the support of their 
districts. 

J. W. Eockwell, M. D., H. O. 
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JEFFEKSON COimTY. 

Hebron Tp. — ^Reports population 1,500. Board of health 
does not hold regular meetings. Its proceedings and orders 
are recorded. Health officer receives $2.00 per diem, and is 
given authority to act in emergency. Special sanitary work 
has consisted in the draining of cess-pools, cleaning out- 
houses, and the thorough using of disinfectants. We have had 
an increase in Typhoid Fever the past year. The law requiring 
the reporting of dangerous contagious diseases and the rule 
of the State Board of Health requiring vaccination are only 
partially observed. The result of efforts to restrict the spread 
of contagious disease encouraging. 

F. A. Rice^ M. D., H. O. 

Jefferson. — ^Reports 3,000 inhabitants. Board of health meets 
monthly. Its proceedings and orders are regularly recorded. 
Health officer given authority to act in emergency. There has 
been less sickness this summer than for a number of years. 
All contagious diseases attended by a physician, as a rule, 
reported. The rule of the State Board of Health requiring 
vaccination has been observed. Last winter we had a case of 
Small Pox break out in* our county jail. We at once quaran- 
tined all the inmates and had a pest house constructed on the 
county farm and removed the patient there. This was a 
very severe case which recovered. One week after the first 
case, a second one came down with the disease in a very mild 
form as he had lately been vaccinated. 

Geo. L. Smith, M. D., H. O. 

Koshkonong. — ^Reports about 2,000 inhabitants. Board of 
health authorizes health officer to act in emergency. Two 
slaughter houses have been ordered removed and orders 
obeyed. Dead animals have been buried and other nuisances, 
such as privies, etc., have been ordered cleaned. The san- 
itary condition of our town is I think very good. The law 
requiring the report of dangerous contagious diseases gener- 
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ally observed. Vaccination has been general, all schools en- 
forcing the law recently. The general result of efforts to re- 
strict the spread of dangerous contagious disease very en- 
couraging. 

Fred J. Perry, M. D., H. O. 

Lake Mills. — ^Reports a population 1,500. Proceedings and or- 
ders of the board of health regularly recorded. Health officer 
given authority to act in emergency. There has been a de- 
crease In contagious diseases such as Diphtheria, Scarlet Fe- 
ver, Typhoid Fever, etc. When a case breaks out the house 
is quarantined at once until it is all over. The place is thor- 
oughly disinfected, bedding burned, carbolic acid, bichloride 
and sulphur used freely. The rule of the State Board of 
Health requiring vaccination generally observed. The gen- 
eral result of efforts to restrict the spread of contagious dis- 
ease has been encouraging. 

Wm. A. Engsberg, M. D., H. O. 

JIINEAU COUNTY. 

Elroy. — ^Rei)orts 1,600 inhabitants. The law requiring report- 
ing of dangerous contagious disease generally observed. 
Nearly all school children have been vaccinated. There are 
a few that have not. General result of efforts to restrict the 
spread of contagious disease encouraging. 

C. S. Smith, M. D., H. O. 

Mauston. — ^Reports 1,500 inhabitants. Health officer given 
authority to act in emergency. There is much need of drain- 
age; foul privies, stables, etc., are complained of by neighbors 
and parties owning premises notified by health officer to ren- 
ovate and it is generally promptly observed. The law requir- 
ing the reporting of dangerous contagious diseases generally 
observed. The rule requiring vaccination is generally ob- 
served. The general result of efforts to restrict the spread of 
contagious disease very encouraging. 

H. J. Stalker, M. D., H. O. 
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Plymouth. Tp. — ^Reports the law requiring the reporting of 
dangerous contagious disease observed. I have visited the 
district schools and found in one school but four vaccinated 
out of thirty-six. Some refused to be vaccinated. I am of 
the opinion that patients suffering from phthisis should be 
quarantined or be compelled to carry a spit vessel oi some 
description, and be compelled to bury its contents when the 
vessel is cleaned. I believe that many cases of Consumption 
are contracted, and for people whose sputa are teeming with 
bacilli to be allowed to expectorate wherever they choose, in 
my judgment, is a bad plan. 

0. S. Smith, M. D., H. O. 

Wonewoc Tp. — ^Reports that the board of health does not 
hold regular meetings. The health board consists of the su- 
perAisors and clerk, and they transact health business with 
their other work. The proceedings and orders are not always re- 
corded. Health officer is paid according to service rendered, 
and it is understood by the board that he i-s to act in all cases 
of emergency. Special sanitary work done consisted of the 
taking of several wagon loads of dead fish out of the Baraboo 
river last July. The population is quite scattered; the water 
supply is from deep wells, mostly drive wells, which leaves 
the sanitary condition good. We have had no Typhoid Fever, 
and Scarlet Fever is almost extinct. The law requiring the 
reporting of dangerous contagious disease is much more gen- 
erally observed now than it was a few years ago. There are 
five school districts in the town of Wonewoc; two districts 
have A^accinated thoroughly, the other three are unprotected. 
The rule of the State Board of Health requiring vaccination 
is only partially observed. Prompt action is taken to sup- 
press the spread of contagious disease. General result of 
efforts encouraging. 

Thos. Gilluly, M. D., H. O. 
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KENOSHA COUNTY. 

Kenosha. — ^Reports 7,670 population. Health, officer's salary 
$50.00 per annum. Health officer given power to abate 
nuisances, and act in emergency. Streets have all h^en 
cleaned, including ditches and alleys. We have two very bad 
places in this city, but it seems that it would be very hard 
to abate them. One is a tannery; the other a gas making 
plant. They allow too much filth to get into the river, so that 
the fish cannot go up the river. The law requiring the report- 
ing of- dangerous contagious diseases is strictly observed. 
The rule of the State Board of Health requiring vaccination 
is very strictly observed. My experience as health officer has 
been short, but the general result of efforts to restrict the 
spread of dangerous contagious disease is very encouraging. 
C. F. Stemm, Chief of Police and H. O. 

Paris Tp. — There are no villages in the town and the board 
has not found it necessary to do any special sanitary work. 
Diphtheria, Scarlet Fever and Typhoid Fever have been ab- 
sent from the town during the past year, except iw)ssibly iso- 
lated cases. The State Board of Health's rule relating to 
vaccination will be complied with before winter school begins. 
The health of the town has been exceptionally good during 
the past year. 

F. W. Bassett, M. D., H. O. 

Salem Tp. — Reports 1,600 inhabitants. Law generally ob- 
served which requires the reporting of dangerous contagious 
diseases. The rule of the State Board of Health requiring 
vaccination generally observed. Result of efforts to restrict 
the spread of contagious disease encouraging. Would sug- 
gest that the State Board of Health furnish printed forms 
of rules as aids to local boards of health. 

Henry C. Darby, M. D., H. O. 
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KEWAUISIEE COUNTY. 

Alinapee. — ^Reports that slaughtering has been stopped within 
the city limits and that the city is in a fairly good sanitary 
condition. The law requiring the reporting of dangerous con- 
tagious diseases is generally observed, except in Scarlet 
Fever, and this has l^n mostly so mild that many have not 
had medical treatment. The rule of the State Board of 
Health requiring vaccination has been strictly observed in my 
district. On the whole this community has been exceedingly 
helthy during this past year. 

E. A. Taylor, M. D., H. O. 

Casco Tp. — ^Reports 18 cases of Diphtheria, 24 cases of Scarlet 
Fever, 2 of Typhoid Fever during the year. The butcher of 
the town slaughters calves from twenty to thirty feet back 
of his shop; same distance from various other buildings and 
leaves all refuse around and the place is one "stinking mass." 
There has been an increase of Diphtheria and Scarlet Fever 
but a decrease of Typhoid Fever. The law requiring the re- 
porting of dangerous contagious disease is not observed. 
People are afraid to call the services of a physician for fear 
of being quarantined and claim it all an outrage. The rule 
of the State Board of Health requiring vaccination is not ob- 
served in one school district. I have tried to better the san- 
itary condition of our village but of no avail. We have pig- 
pens in front of dwelling houses, near wells from which peo- 
ple get their drinking water. In fact one of these was put up 
this present summer. I tried to make them do otherwise 
but with no avail. Our village butcher I succeeded in mak- 
ing a little more careful at one time but he has fallen into 
his old ways again. It is natural for our people to be un- 
cleanly and apparently it will take time to improve their pres- 
ent habits. Were I to receive a little remuneration for my 
services, and if the board gave me full power to act as I saw 
fit, I might do better. 

G. A. Hipke, M. D., H. O. 
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Kewaunee. — Reports that board of health holds a meeting 
each spring and special meetings when occasion requires. 
Have had no special meeting the last year. There is no re- 
corded resolution giving tiie health officer power to act in 
emergency, but he has usually taken upon himself that author- 
ity. The board made a house to house inspection last spring 
and ordered a general cleaning up, which order was quite 
generally complied with. This work required about three 
or four days' time, and each member of the board received $3.00 
per day for his services. The special unsanitary condition ex- 
isting at the present time under the jurisdiction pf this board 
is a section of undrained land belonging to a railroad com- 
pany within the limits, but the R. R. Co. have expressed a 
willingness to remedy the condition, which we expect will be 
done before long. In controlling contagious diseases the 
houses are strictly quarantined and thoroughly disinfected 
after the disease has disappeared. The law requiring the 
reporting of dangerous contagious diseases observed. Within 
the lafit year I think most of the younger people and children 
have been vaccinated. The general result of efforts to re- 
strict the spread of contagious disease has been encouraging. 

J. A. Roberts, M. D., H. O. 

LA CROSSE COUNTY. 

La Crosse.— Reports that the board of health is fully organ- 
ized and proceedings of the board regularly kept. Building 
of sewers has been the principal sanitary work done in the 
community. The requirements of the law with reference to 
the reporting of contagious diseases carefully observed. 

W. Tillman, M. D., H. O. 

Shelby Tp. — Reports that the health officer is not given au- 
thority to act in emergency. There are no unsanitary condi- 
tions existing. The law requiring the report of dangerous 
contagious disease is observed. I have notified the school 
board in regard to vaccination. Some say they do not be- 
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lieve in it and laugk at you; some say it is a doctor's trick 
to get money out of the people, more among the Germans than 
ajay other class. Some get their children vaccinated, some 
do not. 

E. Markle, H. O. 

LaFAYETTE COUNTY. 

Fayette Tp. — ^Eeport recently there has been an epidemic, 
a mild form of Scarlet Fever. There have been a goodly num- 
ber of oases of Ileo-oolitis. The law requiring the reporting 
of dangerous contagious disease is generally observed. The 
efforts to restrict the spread of dangerous contagious disease 
have not been fully tested but I believe, however that good has 
come from the little that has been done. Writing, rei)orting, 
talking, suggesting, become uninteresting when unrecom- 
pensed with adequate remuneration. Even the making of 
this report should be paid for. 

A. Ouolaham, M. D., H. O. 

New Diggings Tp., Vil. & Tp. of Benton & Vil. of Cuba City, 
Grant county. — ^Report that the Ihealth officer for all these lo- 
calities receives no salary. Is not authorized' by the boards to 
act in emergency, and everything left to care for itself, as 
usual in rural communities. The general health has been 
remarkably good. The law requiring rejyort of contagious 
diseases is fairly well observed except at Cuba City where 
it usually passes as a dead letter owing to a lack of appreci- 
ation of benefit to be derived from it. The rule of the State 
Board of Health requiring vaccination is not observed. The 
general result of efforts to restrict the spread of contagious 
disease is discouraging. People are willing that others shall 
be quarantined, and even anxious that they shall be, but 
never willing to be quarantined themselves and always ready 
to oppose the board of health. 

James Alderson, M. D., H. O. 
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LANGLADE COUNTY. 

Antigo.— Reports that the health ollicer is ^iven authority to 
act in emergency. That there have been manure piles, privies, 
and nuisances cleaned. Privy vaults and cess pools which 
contaminate the water supply of the city are the special 
unsanitary conditions existing. There are two mill ponds 
that should be drained and cleaned. There was quite an 
epidemic of Scarlet Fever during the spring season, but be- 
lieve it was owing largely to lack of precautionary measures 
being taken in season. Since this board have been in control 
have stamped out the disease by strict enforcement of quar- 
antine. The rule of the State Board of Health requiring vac- 
cinataion is generally observed. The experience of our city 
with health officers has been anything but satisfactory, the 
reason I assign for this has been that our physicians have 
been and are now exceedingly jealous of each other and have 
sought on the one hand to cripple the business of the physi- 
cian who happened at the time to be the health officer, and 
on the other hand the physician who was the health officer 
endeavored to advance his own private interests by being very 
lenient and lax whenever he was the attending physician 
in any case. This feeling led to an outbreak against the 
board of health last June when we had a large number of 
cases of Diphtheria and Scarlet Fever and a number of 
deaths, and each physician giving a different diagnosis or 
blaming the healtJi officer for lax methods. The 
present board was then appointed and took immedi- 
ate steps to enforce a strict quarantiae in all cases, 
and were successful in stamping out the disease at 
least for the time being, although we are watching for 
another outbreak when cold weather sets in and the people are 
getting out winter clothing, as we fear there have been many 
cases where no endeavor whatever was made at disinfection 
during the course of the disease or thereafter. As for my 



Digitized by 



Google 



State Board of Health. 141 



Extracts from Correspondence. 



experience as healtli officer, would say,. that it is one that 
would not induce me to seek the position as a means to in- 
crease my popularity with the citizens at large, and one I only 
accepted as a means of being able to offer some protection 
to my own little ones. 

D. J. Mahoney, H. O. 

LINCOLN COUNTY. 

Merrill. — ^Reports that the proceedings and orders of the 
boai'd are regularly recorded. Health officer given authority to 
act in emergency. Have bought and established garbage grounds 
where garbage is cared for. We have a small tract of about 10 
acres in the west end of town concerning which there has 
been much complaint. Jt is a foul smelling jwnd thickly i)op- 
ulated all around it. Our water closets are mostly without 
sewerage and I think, beyond a doubt, sources of much con- 
tagion. Typhoid Fever has been more prevalent than any 
other of the four years of my residence here. Diphtheria is 
something of a rarity here. I think there has been a general 
neglect on the part of physicians in making reports of cases 
of Typhoid Fever, as well as reports of deaths from all causes. 
The rule of the State Board of Health requiring vaccinataion 
has been observed since the first of June, 1894. General 
result of efforts to restrict the spread of contagious disease 
is very encouraging. 

Chas. C. Walsh, M. D., H. O. 

Russell Tp. — ^Reports that the proceedings and orders of the 
board of health are not regularly recorded but the board has 
given the health officer authority to act in its name in emer- 
gency. Sanitary arrangements are perfect. I do not Imow 
of any sources of danger in town. We have no cases of sick- 
ness from Diphtheria, Scarlet Fever or Typhoid Fever. All 
children of school age have been vaccinated (much to my dis- 
gust). This is a new country and practically spealdng there 
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is no sickness. Ko board is required, the people are intelli- 
gent and take good care of themselves. 

Wm. Cone, H. O. 

MANITOWOC COUNTY. 

Franklin Tp. — ^Rei)orts two cases of Snuill Pox in 1894. The 
town board neglected to appoint a health officer until Small 
Pox broke out. The sanitary knowledge of the i)eople is in 
a most rudimentary condition. Nothing has ever been done 
and nothing ever will be done until the physicians practicing 
in that territory take the initiatory steps, I would estimate 
that 30 i)er cent, of all the children had Whooping Cough dur- 
ing the last year, but attended church and school and freely 
intermingled with others. Practically nothing was done med- 
ically as the impression prevails that nothing can be done. 
Not a single case of contagious disease, including Small Pox, 
was reported. Vaccination was totally neglected until Small 
Pox broke out. Three-foiurths of the children of school age 
are vaccinated. The rule of the State Board of Health re- 
quiring vaccination is not observed. 

Louis Falge, M. D., H. O. 

Manitowoc City.— Reports 9,000 inhabitants. Board of health 
meets monthly. Its proceedings and orders regularly re- 
corded. Health officer given authority to act in emergency. 
A block of foul water exists in the 3rd w^ard which is a source 
of danger. It is to be filled up. Pig-pens within business 
portions of the city cause much complaint. The health officer 
has repeatedly asked the city council to abolish them. The 
locality has been remarkably healthy. There have been dur- 
ing the year 1894, 5 cases of Small Pox. These cases occurred 
in a hotel with eight boarders. The place was quarantined 
and a detention hospital provided for the boarders. Suits 
for damages were threatened by boarders and proprietor, but 
up to date have not been commenced. The law requiring the 
reporting of dangerous contagious diseases and the rule of 
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the State Board of Health, .requiring vaccination are generally 

ohserved. About 90 per cent, of the entire population are 

vaccinated. 

W. S. Kemper, M. D., H. O. 

Maple Grove Tp. — ^Reports that the proceedings and orders 
of the board are regularly recorded; the health officer author- 
ized to act in emergency. There are no special unsanitary 
conditions. The law requiring the reporting of dangerous 
contagious diseases is partly observed and the reason for 
non-compliance is neglect and apathy of physicians. The rule 
of the State Board of Health requiring vaccination is feebly 
enforced. In the village of Reeds^ille, located partly within 
the boundaries of the town of Maple Grove, sanitary matters 
are in good shajve and sanitary laws well enforced, and this 
reacts favorably upon the neighboring towns. 

Louis Falge, M. D., H. O. 

Reedsville Vil. — ^Reports that the proceedings and orders of 
the board are regularly recorded. Health officer authorized 
to act in emergency. The local creamery was obliged to build 
tile drain for disposal of sewage. One butcher was enjoined 
from throwing offal in flowing water and was obliged to prop- 
erly dispose of offal, etc. The law requiring the report of 
dangerous contagious disease is observed but the rule of the 
State Board of Health requiring vaccination is not strictly 
enforced. Sanitary matters are now under full control after 
several years of discouraging work. Contagious diseases are 
always properly isolated, funerals of those dying from conta- 
gious diseases are not public. Slaughter houses are kept in 
good condition and all sanitary work is properly supported 
by the village authorities as well as public sentiment. 

Louis Falge, M. D., H. O. 

. MARATHOX COUNTY. 

Hamburg Tp. — Reports no special unsanitary conditions. 
People are careless about reporting dangerous contagious dis- 
ease claiming there is no law compelling them to do so. The 
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rule of the State Board of Health requiring vaccination is not 
enforced as it should be. People claim it is no strict law 
as our adjacent towns do not obey it. The general result of 
efforts to restrict the spread of contagion has been somewhat 
discouraging. It has been the aim of the board of health 
to enforce vaccination and we did enforce it as far as school 
children were concerned. Xow comes the remark *^Tiy did 
you compel us to vaccinate; our neighboring towns do not 
vaccinate, why must we? 

Edward Haehlke, H. O. 

Johnson Tp. — ^Reports no regular meetings of the board. 
Health officer receives no salary and is not given authority 
to act in emergency. Xo unsanitary conditions and no eases 
of contagious diseases. The people in this vicinity were vac- 
cinated for the first time this last year. 

John Jenk, H. O. 

Mosinee Vil. — Reports that proceedings of the board are reg- 
ularly recorded and the health officer authorized to act in 
emergency. At the request of the health board the village 
board had all streets cleaned. Health board ordered all 
alleys cleaned by owners of land adjoining or by occupants. 
Also ordered privies cleaned. The board have experienced 
some aniioyance from foul privies and baim yards, but have 
succeeded in having such nuisances abated materially. There 
has been less sickness in our village during the past summer 
than any summer for the past ten years. All children of 
school age and about 50 per cent, of the adults, not having 
been previously vaccinated, have been vaccinated during the 
past six months. Our health board has experienced most 
annoyance in causing parties to clean up private premises. 
Cleanliness seems to be a subject upon which the public have 
to be somewhat forcibly educated. 

W. X. Daniels, M. D., H. O. 

Unity. — ^Reports no regular meetings of the board. Health 
officer not given authority to act in emergency. Ko sanitary 
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work done the past year and no unsanitary conditions existing 
at tlie present time. No contagious diseases. The law re- 
quiring the reporting of dangerous contagious diseases ob- 
served. About one in twenty of the people in this vicinity 
have been vaccinated. Have practiced medicine for the past 
eight years and do not know of a case of vaccination here un- 
til last winter. The rule of the State Board of Health requir- 
ing vaccination is not generally observed. 

J. H. Clark, M. D., H. O. 

Weston Tp. — ^Reports no special unsanitary condition. The 
law requiring the reporting of dangerous contagious disease 
not generally observed. Tlie rule of the State Board of 
Health requiring vaccination is observed. The sanitary con- 
ditions are good. I have not been called on to do any work 
and such services as have been rendered have been' entirely 
voluntary. There is no physician residing in the town. As a 
community we are very healthy aud seldom need a physician. 

D. P. Bentley, H. O. 

MARIXETTE COUNTY. 

Xmberg. — ^Reports that the proceedings and orders of the 
Board are regularly recorded. Streets aind back alleys 
cleaned up. All dead animals buried and all filth removed, 
and privy vaults, where necessary, cleaned. Law requiring 
reporting of contagious disease generally observed, also the 
rule of the State Board of Health requiring vaccination. Gen- 
eral result of work encouraging. 

Wm. E. Trask, H. O. 

Big Wausaukee. — ^Rei)orts that town board of health holds 
regular meetings once a month. Health officer not given au- 
Hiority to act in emergency. Last April all cess-pools, privies, 
back yards, etc., were visited and cleaned where necessary. 
No unsanitary conditions exist at the present time. There 
lias been a marked change in the character and amount of 
10— B. H. 
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sickness during the past year. Before the formation of a 
board of health. Diphtheria and Scarlet Fever were endemio 
in this town. This year we had only two cases of Typhoid 
Fever, and bath patients were strangers. The law requiring 
the reporting of dangerous contagious disease observed. All 
school children were vaccinated last spring. Very few adulta 
and no infants vaccinataed. General result of efforts to re- 
strict the spread of contagious disease encouraging. My field 
of observation is very small. However, the epidemic of 
Whooping Cough that we had here this fall was caused, pre- 
sumably, by the too sudden change in temperature. I have 
observed a recrudescence of the disease when we had those 
damp, foggy days, doubling every time the number of sick 
children, on the contrary, the bright sunny days a diminution 
has been noted. The cause of infection will be then in the 
atmosphere. 

F. J. A. Lafresmin, M. D., H. O. 

Marinette. — ^Reports 14,000 inhabitants. Salary of health, 
officer $300.00 per year. Special sanitary work has consisted 
of cleaning alley, vaults and cess pools, removing any filth 
that has accumulated. The special sanitary work that the 
board of health will be called upon to remedy, as soon as we 
complete our present sewers, is water closets and cess pools 
in the business part of the city. Diphtheria and Scarlet 
Fever have been very rare. Typhoid Fever has been quite 
prevalent but was no doubt due to the laying, of so much 
sewer and the removing of so much old sawdust. The law 
requiring the reporting of dangerous contagious diseases 
generally observed; also the rule of the State Board of Health 
requiring vaccination. General result of efforts to restrict 
the spread of contagious disease is very encouraging. 

G. Fred Colter, M. D., S. O. 

Peshtigo Vil. — ^Reports that the proceedings and orders of 
the board are regularly recorded and the health officer given 
authority to act in emergency. There are no special unsan- 
itary conditions. The law requiring the reporting of dan* 
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geroTis contagious diseases generally observed and the rule 
of the State Board of Health requiring vaccination is observed 
in the village and not in the country. General result of ef- 
forts encouraging. 

N. I. Tibbitts, M. D., H. O. 

Porterfield Tp. — ^Reports that the proceedings and orders of 
the board are regularly recorded' and the health officer au- 
thorized to act in emergency. There are no special unsan- 
itary conditions. The law relating to the reporting of dan- 
gerous contagious disease and the rule of the State Board of 
Health requiring vaccination are observed. General result 
of efforts encouraging. I find since I became health officer 
that the town is remarkably healthy; the people are farmers, 
clean and industrious. 

Chas. L. Bomberry, H. O. 

MAEQUETTE COUNTY. 

Montello Tp. and Vil. — Board of health meets each month. 
Proceedings and orders regularly recorded and health officer 
authorized to act in emergency. Sanitary work done consists 
of removal of dead animals, cleaning stock yards, etc. At the 
foot of Buffalo Lake there is a small but deep sink hole which 
is a place of deposit in high water, for dead fish and other 
waste from the lake. The law requiring the reporting of 
dangerous contagious disease is generally observed. All chil- 
dren are vaccinated and there is no objection raised to it. 
General result of efforts encouraging. 

Horace J. Pratt, M. D., H. O. 

Springfield. — ^Reperts no special unsanitary conditions. Law 
requiring the rejwrting of dangerous contagious disease not 
observed. Rule of the State Board of Health requiring vac- 
cination not observed, citizens claiming that they do not trust 
the doctors. General result of efforts to restrict the spread 
of contagious disease discouraging. 

August Dusterhoeft, H. O. 
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MILWAUKEE COTO^TY. 

Franklin. — ^Reports 5 cases of Small Pox during the past 
year. Vaccine vinDs should be prepared under go»vernment in- 
spection and every point sh.ould be made a» positive asposisiMe 
with heavy penalties meted out to those who sell points too old 
to be of value. Three-fourths of the points are worthless. 
The law requiring the reporting of dangerous contagious dis- 
ease and the rule of the State Board of Health requiring vac- 
cination generally observed. General result of efforts en- 
couraging. 

C. D. Lockyer, M. D., H. O. 

Grranville. — ^Reports that it has suppressed the introductioft 
of offensive matter such as night soil from the city. No spe- 
cial unsanitary conditions exist within the town except de- 
fective sewerage system in North MilwauT^ee. There has 
been liess sickness within the town during the past year than 
usual. The law requiring the reporting of dangerous con- 
tagious disease and the rule of the State Board of Health not 
observed. General result of efforts have been very encouraging. 

Henry Castenholz, H. O. 

Greenfield. — ^Reports that the health officer is well paid for 
actual service; that tiie proceedings and orders of the board 
are regularly recorded No speciaJj unsanitairy conditions 
exist. There has been an increase in Typhoid Fever, 18 cases 
of Small Pox and 5 deaths have occurred during the past year. 
The law requiring the reporting of dangerous contagious dis- 
ease and the rule of the State Board of Health requiring vac- 
cination are observed. I find great satisfaction in results ob- 
tained by measures to prevent spread of Typhoid and Diph- 
theria, and also Small Pox except in case of an outbreak 
when I find a considerable number who are jwssessed of the 
belief that it is dangerous to vaccinate. I believe I can state 
truthfully that one-half of our cases of Small Pox were the 
sad outcome of this belief. The general result of efforts to 



Digitized by 



Google 



State Board of Health. 149 

Extracts from Correspondence, 

restrict the spread of contagious disease has been encourag- 
ing except Small Pox. 

K. G. Sayle, M. D., H. O. 

Lake. — ^Reports the proceedings and orders of the board are 
regularly recorded and health officer authorized to act In 
emergency; that there are no special unsanitary conditions 
existing. There have been two cases of Small Pox, both fatal, 
•during the past year. The law requiring the reporting of 
•dangerous contagious disease and the rule of the State Board 
of Health requiring vaccination generally observed. A very 
large percentage of the entire population are vaccinated. 

Fred Vollmer, H. O. 

So. Milwaukee. — ^Reports population 2,000 to 2,500. Proceed- 
ings and orders of the board regularly recorded. Health offi- 
cer paid a salary and is authorized to act in emergency. 
There has been an unusual amount of Diphtheria, and Ty- 
phoid Fever has made its appearance during the early part of 
this year. The law requiring the reporting of dangerous con- 
tagious disease and the rule of the State Board of Health re- 
quiring vaccination generally observed. 

Hubert arieger, M. D., H. O. 

Wauwatosa Tp. — Reports population of 7,000. Board of 
health meets mouthly. ^ts proceedings and orders regularly re- 
corded and health officer given authority to act in emergency. 
The special unsianitary condition that exists is the Menominee 
river. Twenty-six cases of Small Pox with 6 deaths have 
been rejwrted to September 30, 1894. Law requiring the re- 
porting of dangerous contagious disease and the rule of the 
State Board of Health requiring vaccination have been ob- 
served. The people in the vicinity have been generally vac- 
cinated. The result of efforts to restrict the spread of con- 
tagious disease encouraging. 

M. H. Fisk, M. D.,H. O. * 

Whitefish Bay. — ^Rei)orts 700 inhabitants. The village board 
Is the board of health and meets every two weeks. Its pro- 
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ceedings and orders are regularly recorded. Th.e health, offi- 
cer is authorized to act in emergency. The board has had 
one pond, considered and condemned as "unsanitary, filled. 
It now has in progress of construction 3-4 of a mile of under- 
ground drainage and has ordered a section of low land 
drained. Village has been remarkably free from all conta- 
gious diseases. Our health ordinances require all cases to be 
reported to the health officer, who is empowered to enforce 
such regulations as he may deem necessary to public healthy 
and these laws are strictly complied with. Whiteflsh Bay 
is one of the healthiest localities in the country and is so in^ 
dicated (No. 2) on the statistical map of the United States. 
The duties of the health officer have, therefore, been merely 
nominal up to date and his experience as such necessarily 
very limited. 

T. W. Williams, M. D., H. O. 

MONROE COUNTY. 

Little Falls Tp. — ^Reports that there is no si)ecial unsanitary 
condition. The law requiring the reporting of dangerous con- 
tagious disease is generally observed. But one school has 
complied with the rule of the State Board of Health requiring 
vaccination. There is no trouble to quarantine a case of 
Diphtheria, if taken in time. 

S. W. Austin, M. D., H. O. 

Sparta — ^Reports 3,000 inhabitants. No special unsanitary 
conditions existing. Rule of the State Board of Health re- 
quiring vaccination enforced. There has not prevailed in 
this city and locality much sickness during the past year, 1894. 
General result of efforts to restrict the spread of contagion* 
disease encouraging. 

D. O.Beebe,M.D., H. O. 

Tomah. — ^Reports 2,800 inhabitants. Board of health meets 
monthly. Proceedings and orders regularly recorded. Health, 
officer given authority to act in emergency but paid no reg^ 
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ular salary. No special unsanitary conditions exist. The 
law requiring the report of dangerous contagious disease 
generally observed. All school children are obliged to have 
certificates of successful vaccination, both in public and i>a- 
rochial schools. General result of efforts to restrict the spread 
of contagious disease encouraging. 

C. E. Quigg, M. D., H. O. 
Wilton Vil. — ^Reports no sjxecial unsanitary condition. The 
law requiring the reporting of dangerous contagious disease 
and the rule of the State Board of Health requiring vacci- 
nation is observed and the people in the vicinity have been 
thoroughly vaccinated. Have been health officer of the 
village for 18 yeai;s. 

C. E. Phillips, M. D., H. O. 

OCONTO COUNTY. 

Maple Valley Tp. — ^RejKyrts health officer is authorized to act 
in emergency. This being a farming country sanitary condi- 
tion is good. There has not been a case of contagious disease 
in the town for the year ending September 30, 1894. All 
children attending school are required to be vaccinated and 
nearly all citizens have been vaccinated. Since we have had 
a board of health that took an interest in the public health 
we have not had a case of contagious disease in the town, unless 
it may be Consumption. Twice this year we have saved the 
community from being exposed to dangerous contagion by 
refusing to allow people who have been exposed to come into 
the town;. while in towns all around us they have had Small 
Pox, Scarlet Fever, Diphtheria, Whoopingi Cough and Typhoid 
Fever, we have not had a case. 

Jay F. Dunham, H. O. 

Oconto City. — Estimates 7,000 inhabitants. Board of health 
authorizes health officer to act in emergency. Health officer paid 
an annual salary. Ordinances requiring public and private 
premises to be put in good sanitary condition are generally 
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enforced. A considerable portion of our town is but little 
elevated above the water level of Green Bay and Oconto river, 
consequently drainage is very poor. The system of trap sew- 
erage is now being laid which, it is hoped will materially im- 
prove our sanitary condition. We had more Diphtheria and 
Scarletina during the last winter and spring, 1894, than for 
many years, but since June 1st have had comparatively little 
sickness of any kind. The law requiring the report jof dan- 
gerous contagious disease generally observed, except in cases 
where no physician is called. Th^ rule of the State Board of 
Health requiring vaccination is quite generally observed, 
and vaccination was quite general last winter. The 
general result of efforts to restrict the spread of con- 
tagious disease is encouraging as to the people but discour- 
aging as to the dogs and cats, which I believe to be among 
the chief agents in spreading contagion. My experience as 
health oflScer has not, I believe, been much different from that 
of other men in like position. In some cases I meet opposi- 
tion; in most cases, a more or less cheerful co-operation. 

Dr. E. F. Paramore, H. O. 

OUTAGAMIE COUXTY. 

Hortonia Tp. — ^Reports that there are some foul and badly 
located privies, bams, and pig-pens in the village. Danger- 
ous contagious diseases are reported. In the village the 
children have been fairly well vaccinated but not those in 
the surrounding country. The teachers do not demand cer- 
tificates of the children in the county and hence they do not 
get vaccinated. • 

H. D. Hardacker, M. D., H. O. 

Kaukauna. — ^Reports population of 7,000. Health officer paid 
a salary and authorized to act in emergency. Xo special un- 
sanitary conditions. Tliere has been less of contagious dis- 
ease during 1894 than formerly. Contagious diseases are re- 
ported and the rule of the State Board of Health requiring 
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raccination generally observed. General result of efforts to 
restrict the spread of contagious diseases encouraging. 

C. D. Boyd, M. D., H. O. 

OZAUKEE COUNTY. 

Port Washington. — ^Reports 2,800 inhabitants. No regular 
meetings of the board held. Proceedings and orders regu- 
larly recorded. Health officer authorized to act in emer- 
gency. No unsanitary conditions at present exist. During 
the fall of 1893 considerable Typhoid Fever; this year only 
two cases. The almost universal use of artesian well water 
I thhik, has lessened the number of cases of Typhoid Fever. 
The ordinary wells in the old part of the city I do not con- 
sider fit for use. Cases of Scarlet Fever and Diphtheria are 
promptly quarantined and the disease does not spread. Dan- 
gerous contagious diseases promptly reported. Up to about one 
year ago I might say that none were vaccinated. I think 
about 15 per cent, of the people here have been successfully 
vaccinated since. I have leason to think that a very small 
number of children attending school have been vaccinated 
as the school board and teachers have utterly ignored it. I 
think that the health officer, as a rule, holds a thankless posi- 
tion in a town of this size. 

Dr. A. W. Hornbogen, H. O. 

PEPIN COUNTY. 

Arkansaw. — Eeports that board of health gives health offi- 
cer authority to act in emergency. General sanitary condi- 
tion good. Contagious diseases properly reported. Rule of 
the State Board of Health requiring vaccination observed. 
We have been remarkably free from all contagious diseases 
for the past year. General health has been better than any 
period for the past 12 years in this locality. The people take 
an interest in sanitary matters and are willing to help; our 
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board of health has been efficient and vigilant, ready to sup- 
port all reasonable measures. 

A. C. Huleatt, M. D, H. O. 

Durand City. — ^Reports there has been very little sickness 
in the city for a year, less than usual; not ai single case of 
contagious disease has been reported. The law relating to 
the reporting of dangerous contagious diseases is observed 
when there are any to report. Rule of the State Board of 
Health requiring vaccination generally observed. My duties 
as health officer have been generally executed and nearly all 
ca»es of laxity in cleanliness in public or private places re- 
ported to the board have been turned over to me to adjust. 
There is but little complaint outside of back yards, pig-pens 
and privies; some of these have been neglected. To all these 
complaints I have always promptly responded and generally 
succeeded in getting these abuses corrected with tolerable 
promptness, while I have spent considerable time in looking 
up cases or looking for cases that have not been reported. 
We have stock yards in the city that are used constantly and 
have been a subject of con'siderable discussion and a little 
city legislation, and while there is a good deal of complaint from 
dwellers in the near vicinity, they have been pretty well kept. 
We have no system of sewerage except ditches along the 
streets though the natural drainage is good. There should be 
a large sewer on Second street parallel with the Main street, 
a matter which I have frequently urged and in which I have 
had some support. The exemption of the city* from any prevail- 
ing disease for the past season is remarkable. The only thing^ 
that has 'taken on the character of an epidemic is -a bowel 
trouble accompanied with little fever and only occasionally 
marked by any hemorrhage of any significance. Few cases 
were seen by physician and were of short duration. 

Myron A. Shaw, M. D., H. O. 

Pepin Tp. — ^Rejxxrts 1,500 inhabitants. General sanitary con- 
dition good. The law requiring the reix>Tting of dangerous 
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contagious diseases and the rule of the State Board of Health, 
requiring vaccination generally observed. Very small amount 
of contagious disease; an outbreak of Scarlet Fever during 
the year 1894. General result of efforts to restrict the spread 
of dangerous contagious disease encouraging. 

O. a. Frink, H. O. 

PIEEOE COUNTY. 

* Clifton Tp. — ^Reports health officer not authorized to act in 
emergency. Quarantine in case of contagious disease has 
been pretty generally enforced. Eule of the State Board of 
Health requiring vaccination generally observed. I am in- 
clined to believe the doctors do not report cases of contagious 
diseases to local boards of health as they should thereby mak- 
ing it impossible for local board to rejxxrt to the State Health 
officials. It is so in my experience as health officer in this 
town and city. I am of the opinion that this remission is 
not due to an intent to cover up cases but in some respects 
the system prescribed is very impracticable for a busy man. 

J. W. Ashley, M. D., H. O. 
Ellsworth Tp. — Reports health officer paid for actual service 
rendered and given authority to act in any emergency. I do not 
know of the existence of anything of a special unsanitary char- 
acter. The law requiring the reporting of dangerous contagious 
diseases is generally observed and the rule of the State Board 
of Health requiring vaccination reasonably well observed, and 
nearly all school children are vaccinated of school age. Gen- 
eral result of efforts to restrict the spread of contagious dis- 
ease is quite encouraging. 

H. W. Lane, M. D., H. O. 

Rock Elm. — ^Reports that we occupy the high land between 
two rivers, consequently our drainage is good ; there is no un- 
drained land. Barns and privies generally fairly well cleaned 
up. There have been no contagious diseases in the town 
during the year ending September 30, 1894. About one-half 
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of the community are yaccinated and the rule of the State 
Board of Health requiring vaccination is partially observed. 
I am 80 years old; retired from active practice 12 years ago. 

D. Wilson, M. D., H. O. 

POLK COUNTY, 

Clayton Tp. — ^Rejyorts no special unsanitary condition. No con- 
ta^ous diseases reported in the town. Rule of the State Board 
of Health requiring vaccination has been observed. I think 
that this isi work that should be looked after more tlian it 
is for the health of the community at la^ge, not for the dollaps. 

S. R. Wood, H. O. 

Laketown. — ^Reports that there are no special unsanitary con- 
ditions. Law requiring the reporting of contagious disease 
generally observed. The rule of the State Board of Health 
requiring vaccination isi not observed. I find that the people 
are willing to comply with the orders of the health board e±- 
cept the vaccraation to whic^h they are opposed, being scared 
by the severe sickness of children vaccinated in other places. 
Our town is far from railroads and cities and is not thickly 
populated and the people think that vaccination is not nec- 
essary here. 

O. N. Gronlund, H. O. 

St. Croix^ Falls. — ^Reports that board of heallh does not 
hold regular meetings. Proceedings and orders recorded. 
Health officer given authority to act in emergency. We have 
had seven cases of Diphtheria, all confined to one house. The 
disease was supposed to have been carried from Grantsburg. 
The law requiring the reporting of dangerous contagious dis- 
ease and the rule of the State Board of Health requiring vac- 
cination are generally observed. The result of efforts to re- 
strict the spread of contagious disease encouraging. 

James E. Seed, H. O. 
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POETAGE aOUNTY. 

Amherst. — ^Health, officer i>aid per dieni for tte tiine actually 
spent; not authorized to act for the board in emergency. No 
unsanitary conditions existing at the present time. The law 
requiring the report of dangerous contagious disease not ob- 
served, largely from the fact that many Poles and Germans 
do niot employ a physician and conceal cases of contagious 
disease. Since the order of the State Board of Health rel- 
ative to vaccination, we have ordered all teachers to see that 
all scholars, not previously vaccinated, be vaccinated at once, 
and most of the scholars have been so vaccinated. The town 
board of health is usually notified when there is any contagi- 
ous disease and all is done that can' be done to prevent its 
spread, but owing to our large foreign population we do not 
always succeed fully in our endeavors. 

A. H. Guernsey, M. D., H. O. 

Carson Tp. — ^Reports proceedings and orders of the board 
of health regularly recorded. Health officer may act in cases 
of emergency. Special attention has been directed by me to 
the cleaning of out-houses, barn yards, etc. There are no un- 
sanitary conditions existing at the present time. We have 
had a very healthy year; no diseases of any kind and no deaths 
only by natural causes. All school children have been vac- 
cinated; 90 per cent, of the children are vaccinated before 
arriving at school age. The rule of the State Board of Health 
requiring vaccination generally observed. Measures to pre- 
vent the spread of contagious disease are takto at once and 
there is no trouble with the people. 

Chas. Holbrook, H. O. 

New Hope Tp. — ^Reports that the heialth officer has no salary 
but is authorized to act for the board and to call the board 
together when he thinks it is necessiairy. I do no know; of any 
special conditional which are dangerous to the public health 
within the town. The people have been vaccinated within 
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tlie last five years; there are very few exceptions. I do not 
know of any one under school age who is not vaccinated. 
Very little contagions disease has existed; during tiie past year 
1894 no cases Qf Diphtheria or Scarlet Fever and only one 
case of Typhoid Fever. I have found it to be best to educate 
the people before contagious diseases appear as to how they 
shall care for the sick and how to take care and prevent the 
spread of the disease. 

K. O. Eidahl, H. O. 
Plover. — ^Reports that contagious diseases are not generally 
reported. Majority of people and children are vaccinated. I 
desire to offer a suggestion as to the registering of births and 
deaths. During my short stay here of only one yeari I know 
of several deaths that have occurred, some of them suddenly 
and under suspicious circumstances, that have not been re^ 
corded. Now I would suggest that it be made obligatory for 
friends or others to obtain a certificate of death and as to the 
cause of death from a physician and that no undertaker nor 
minister nor any person be allowed to officiate or assist in the 
burial of said dead person till such certificate be obtained, under 
a suitable penalty. It seems to me that the form of death certifi- 
cate which we have is very imperfect. (I would also sug- 
gest that the county pay the physician or person passing in 
the certificate 25 cents instead of 15 cents.) As to the birth cer- 
tificates, I would add lines for the ages of each parent, also 
the number of children that have been born and the number 
that have died and the age at death. These are only sug- 
gestions, but I think if they were carried out our records 
would be more complete and the statistics more reliable. In 
the case of compelling undertakers and mioisters to secure 
a physician's certificate of death and its cause, many a crime 
might be unearthed and infanticide discovered which is now 
hidden and the criminals, though known or suspected, go un- 
punished. 

F. E. Wheat, M. D., H. O. 
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PKICOE OOIIN^TY. 

Hackett Tp. — ^Reports no special unsanitary conditions 
noted. The law requiring reporting of dangerous contagious 
disease generally observed. The rule of tlie State Board of 
Health, requiring vaccination is enforced in regard to school 
children. The health of the people is generally remarkably 
good. There is no physician resident here. The town board 
annually organize a board of health who are prepared to act 
when action is necessary. Otherwise to avoid expense no 
meetings are held. We are glad to receive instructions and 
information from the State Board of Health or any of its offi- 
cers and shall be guided by them when occasion requires. 

Carl Hummitsch, H. O. 

Ogema Vil. and Tp. — ^Reports that the sanitary conditions are 
good. Law generally observed which requires the reporting 
of dangerous contagious disease, although I think the physi- 
cians are a little slack in informing the board of health at 
times. Rule of the State Board of Health requiring vacci- 
nation generally observed. 

Jno. J. Lansworth, H. O. 

RACINE COUNTY. 

Mt. Pleasant Tp. — Reports population 2,000. Board of 
health has been called together twice in 1893 and twice in 
1894. Nature of meetings, for removing all carcasses of dead 
animals and scavenger work. Health officer is given author- 
ity to act in emergency. The greatest trouble we have is the 
city of Racine scavengers leaving night soil on our territory. 
Very few unsanitary conditions existing at the present time. 
Three-fourths of the children are vaccinated before arriving 
at school age. The rule of the State Board of Health requir- 
ing vaccination has been observed the past few months. Gen- 
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eral result of efforts to restrict th.e spread of cottitagious dis- 
ease encouraging. 

C. W. Phelps, H. O. 
Racine City. — ^Reports estimated population of 26,000. Board 
meets only upon call of health, officer. All proceedings and 
orders are recorded. Health officer receives salary of f 200 "per 
year and he is authorized to act in emergency. Duck Creek 
and Bine River, small streams that become dry at times, are 
a "catch-air' for garbage and other filth which citizens do not 
know what else to do with. The death in wards through 
which they run is higher than in other portions of the city. 
The past year, 1894, 72 less deaths from all causes have oc- 
curred than we had last year and 35} less deaths from con- 
tagious diseases. The law requiring the reporting of dan- 
gerous contagious diseases is pretty generally observed. The 
public schools are reported as having certificates of vaccina- 
tion but of the 1,075 children in the private schools only 428 
jare vaccinated. The figures of physicians show that only a 
trifle over one-fifth of the population were vaccinated within 
the year 1894. My short experience as health officer has thor- 
oughly convinced me that some city governments do not real- 
ize the importance of sanitary science. The average ward 
politician looks upon it as a "fad!' and it only meets his views 
when there is a "rake-off" in sewer contracts or a "soft snap'' 
for some political loafer. If health departments could be 
kept out of politics and a ^a5:ill-off'' could be invented that 
would exterminate that pest and microbe known as "ward 
wire puller^' we could accomplish astounding results at small 
cost. Another drawback, and a serious one, is the lack of pro- 
fessional courtesy among the better class of physicians which, 
brings out so many glaring inconsistencies that the people are 
in doubt as to the benefits of sanitary science, and to 
strengthen this doubt there is a large class of newspapers 
who are wUling to sacrifice truth for sensation and ducats, 
hence, the quacks and professional wind bags ^^have a cinch 
on the ear of the public." 
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All the health, laws of our state should be compiled, con- 
densed, and published by themselves in convenient form and 
copies furnished each health officer in the state. I have been 
obliged to publish many circulars because of this lack of 
kno\tledge in regard to health laws; have also published and 
distributed items and articles upon health matters. 

City councils have deemed health matters of secondary con- 
sideration, and have been niggardly in the appropriating of 
money and in the passage of health laws. For 13 years, prior 
to May, 1892, the records show but $51.25 paid out for health, 
this with $150 per year paid health officer would make the 
total only $2,001.25 for those years. In 1892 they appropri- 
ated $250 and we had to pay $104.20 of this for property de- 
sciriptives, as the city attorney deemed them necessary to 
make our nuisance notices legal; this left us but $145.80 for 
sanitary work. In . 1893 we asked for $9,700 to be expended 
as follows: 
For Garbage and Night Soil Plant, including Lot,. . . .$8,000.00 

For Cholera Contingent Fund 1,000.00 

For Inspection of Premises, Food, Milk and Printing. . 700.00 

And we got but $500. However, with this amount the prin- 
cipal nuisances were abated, the premises of milk dealers 
and peddlers were twice inspected, and all compelled to regis- 
ter with health officer and a close watch kept over them dur- 
ing the year. All butcher shops and other food depots were 
inspected and watched, and 221 of the 337 cases of contagious 
disease were quarantined and 130 premises fumigated and 
disinfected. All public school buildings were cleansed with 
sulphur fumes as often as once a month. All emigrants were 
located upon arrival and all physicians notified and requested 
to notify health officer if called upon to attend any of them. 
A monthly mortality report was worked off with a rubber hand 
stamp and mailed to 175 cities. A weekly report forwarded 
to the State Board of Health, Supervising Surgeon-Greneral of 
the M. H. S. at Washington and two daily papers of Racine. 
11— B. H, 
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The total expenditure, with, health oflficer's salary, was $681.50. 
At the first meeting of the present board (1894) $2,500 was 
asked for. No reply came until August 6th and then they 
gave us $200. This so discouraged the board that by resolu- 
tion they declared all operations off. The council replied to 
this thrust by giving us $500 on September 25th, but this came 
so late we concluded to save this, with the balance left over 
of the $200, for a Small Pox contingent. The total amount 
of money, as shown by records, expended by the Racine 
health deparrtmemt in the 15 years ending June 1, 1894, in- 
cluding' health officers' salaries, is $3,101.25. 

I find the bulk of the objections to having houses placarded 
and premises quarantined come through the poo! poo! of some 
of the clergy and a few of our physicians. A divine kept Diph- 
theria in his ward a month and a half after we had driven it 
from the balance of the citv and nearly every family who fol- 
lowed his advice lost a member. WTien I see some of these 
senseless, reckless moves, made under such leadership, I am 
forced to tlie conclusion that he who leads is not actuated by 
superstition Wholly but sees in every death an opportunity to 
work upon the sympathies of the living and thereby increase 
his chances of gaining a livelihood. Some of our physicians 
have objected to quarantine and two or three gave us much 
trouble until I adopted the following plan: Every morning 
when there is any contagion abroad, I report to principals 
and teachers of all schools the name and location of all cases 
that have been reported to me by physicians and police, and 
in return the principals and teachers report to me all cases 
of sickness reported by the children which is brought out by 
a series of questions propounded by teachers upon- the as- 
sembling of school in the morning; we investigate all of these 
cases and in many instances have found bad cases of con- 
tagion and no physician in attendance. 

Geo. E. Smith, H. O. 

Raymond Tp. — Reports no unsanitary conditions. The law re- 
quiring the reporting of dangerous contagious disease and 
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the rule of the State Board of Health requiring vaccination 
generally observed. Vaccination would be more general, 
hence more effective, if we had a compulsory vaccination law 
requiring, say, the vaccination of every child at or before a 
certain age. It would be more cheerfully done and would 
be less burdensome to the poor if the state paid for the same. 

Ira A. Martin, M. D., H. O. 

Eochester. — Contagious diseases reported. Each case 
promptly put in quarantine and no case has originated from 
any other in this town. Eule of the State Board of Health 
requiriijg vaccination is generally observed. Sanitary condi- 
tion of the town is good although the board of health is not 
projxerly organized and have not taken active measures in re- 
gard to anything. 

G. H. Gates, M. D., H. O. 

Waterf ord. — ^Keports health officer authorized to act in emer- 
gency. No special unsanitary conditions exist at present 
time. The law requiring the report of dangerous contagious 
disease and the rule of the State Board of Health requiring 
vaccination are observed, except in Catholic school among 
the German children. My experience as health officer has 
been anything but pleasant. Some people think I exceed my 
authority when I tell them what to do and what not to do but 
I generally see that my orders are obeyed. 

H. Boyd Newell, M. D., H. O. 

EICHLAND COUNTY. 

Bloom Tp. — ^Eeports that no special unsanitary Conditions 
exist. Contagious diseases not rei)orted. Eule of the State 
Board of Health requiring vaccination not observed. Gen- 
eral result of efforts to restrict the spread of contagious dis- 
ease discouraging. I find when the law is impartially en- 
forced and people find there is no getting out of it they will 
clean up their places. As a rule the boards are too easy 
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with, the public, afraid of making bad feeling. We should 
not look at it in that light. 

H. D. Tillon, H. O. 

Boaz. — Reports that contagious diseases are generally re- 
ported. Rule of the State Board of Health requiring vaccina- 
tion observed. The people as a rule have but little respect 
for the suggestions of the health officer. 

a D.Allen, M.D.,H. O. 

Eagle Tp. — ^Reports that there is no si)ecial unsanitary con- 
dition and no contagious diseases to report. About 10 per 
cent, of the school children have been vaccinated.* The rule 
of the State Board of Health is generally disregarded.' In 
January, 1894, the local board of health met and drew up 
resolutions urging parents and guardians to comply with the 
rule of the State Board of Health by having school children 
under their charge vaccinated. These resolutions were posted, 
together with the rule of the State Board of Health, in five 
public places in the township as required by law; in conse- 
quence about 10 per cent, of the children of school age were 
vaccinated. Considerable opposition was manifested. Some 
declared they would not have their children vaccinated but 
would rather fight the law to the bitter end; others read 
stories of deaths caused by vaccination in the secular press 
and were afraid of dire results. And now some hysterical 
neurasthenics vaccinated some months ago say they have not 
had a well day since. 

There has been no general vaccination through this section 
for over thirty years and many adults are entirely unprotected. 
School boards do not care to incur the enmity and oj)- 
position of the defiant "You can't make me;" the nervous "It 
will kill me;" and the indolent "It isn't necessary," classes 
and so do not do anything, and things will go on as in the 
past until perhaps Small Pox appears in the neighborhood, 
when vaccination will be submitted to as a necessity by most, 
for the people here manifest great fear and concern when a 
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contagious disease is in their midst, and are then willing to 
take the advice of health boards and physicians. 

C. R Pickering, M. D., H. O. 
Marshall Tp. — ^Reports no unsanitary conditions or infectious 
sickness during the year. Dangerous contagious diseases re- 
ported when they exist. Rule of the State Board of Health 
requiring Taccinatioin noit observed. Some channel ought to 
be found through which every family should be supplied with 
the circular of the State Board of Health, Scarlet Fever and 
Diphtheria— The ''Rashes'' and "Canker Sore Throat," etc., 
are prolific sources of spreading infection of Scarlet Fever 
and Diphtheria. Health officer serving mostly for a pittance 
will not bother with this circulation. CJounty and town clerks 
might be made a medium through which these circulars could 
be placed. 

H. M. Ludwig, M. D., H. O. 

ROCK COUNTY. 

Beloit— Reports 8,000 inhabitants. Health officer is author- 
ized to act in emergency . There are no special unsanitary 
conditions existing at the present time. The past year (1894) 
has been very healthy except that during the winter from 
November, 1893, to May 1st, 1894, there was a very severe 
epidemic of Diphtheria with mortality rate very high. Each 
house was thoroughly quarantined and all persons th^ein 
were placed under thorough quarantine. Very thorough dis- 
infecting afterwards. Diphtheria has been very fatal in 
character. Law requiring the reporting of dangerous con- 
tagious disease and the rule of the State Board of Health re- 
quiring vaccination are observed. 

C. W. Merriman, M. D., H. O. 

Clinton Tp . — ^Reports that health officer is given authority to 
act in emergency. There is no unsanitary condition exist- 
ing. Diphtheria and Scarlet Fever have been more or less 
prevalent, Dysentery has also been pirevalent a portion of the 
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present (1894) season. Law requiring reporting of contagious 
disease is not well observed. The rule of the State Board of 
Health requiring vaccination has been enforced and the peo- 
ple in the vicinity are very generally vaccinated. The people 
of the town have been very prompt to act in conjunction with 
the board of health to abate nuisances. Sanitary laws are 
better understood by the general public. Our people are a 
reading community; sanitation is quite well understood, and 
makes it comparatively easy for a health officer. Our greatest 
trouble is with the local physicians who do not comply with 
the law and report contagious diseases or any other statis- 
tics. 

Geo. Covert, M. D., H. O. 

Cooksville Vil.— -Eeports health officer empowered to act in 
emergency. The law requiring the reporting of dangerous 
contagious disease is not strictly complied with. Eule of the 
State Board of Health requiring vaccination is observed. 

J. K. P. Porter, H. O. 

Janesville City. — ^Keports 14,000 inhabitants. Health officer 
receives a salary and is authorized to act in emergency. There 
are no special unsanitary conditions existing at the present 
time. Prompt quarantine and thorough use of disinfectants 
are used in cases of contagious diseases which are generally 
reported. The rule of the State Board of Health requiring 
vaccination is observed. General result of efforts to restrict 
the spread of contagious disease is very encouraging. 

O. P. Eobinson, M. D., H. O. 

Magnolia Tp. and Union Tp. — ^Report have vaccinated all 
school children. No unsanitary condition exists. Scarlet 
Fever, Diphtheria and Typhoid Fever have nearly been sup- 
pressed. The law requiring reporting of contagious diseases 
observed. I have been pleased with the favor that all efforts 
to stop the spread of contagious diseases have been received 
by the people of my district. It has been my observation 
that as the water supply ha^ become low we have more sick- 
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ness. The people receive th.eir supply from deep wells but as 
these become low they consume the surface water which seems 
to be pregnant of disease. 

F. E. Colony, M, D., H. O. 
Milton Tp. — ^Rei)orts no si)ecial unsanitary condition. No sick- 
ness prevalent. Law requiring reporting of dangeron? con- 
tagious disease and the rule of the State Board of 11 ^alth re- 
quiring vaccination observed. Eesult of efforts to restrict 
the epread of contagious disease encouraging. 

W. H. Oviatt, M. D., H. O. 
Newark. — ^Reports that there has been Scarlet Fever, first 
case occurring! in October, 1893, which was quite malignant but 
was not rei)orted. From this there have been 10 cases of 
whioh 2 were reported and placarded, but since I was ap- 
I)ointed health officer in May there have been no reports given 
to me. The law requiring the reporting of dangerous con- 
tagious diseases is not observed. The physicians of Beloit 
say they do not report any cases outside of city limits. The 
rule of the State Board of Health requiring vaccination is not 
observed and it would require the full power of the State 
Board of Health to enforce it. The general result of efforts 
to restrict the spread of contagious disease very discouraging. 
I would state that this is strictly a farming section with no 
stores, railroads, saloons or doctors; consequently it is quite 
a healthy section. 

V. S. Davis, H. O. 
Plymouth- — Reports health officer empowered to act in emer- 
gency. No special unsanitary condition. Law requiring re- 
porting of contagious diseases and rule of State Board of 
Health requiring vaccination generally observed. General 
result of efforts to restrict the spread of contagious disease 
encouraging. I have had very little trouble in doing my duty 
as health officer. Some families are quite angry when asked 
to remain at home during the continuance of contagious dis- 
eases, but have not had any serious trouble. If they refuse, 
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after reason and kindness have been brought to bear on them, 
I give them to understand that it is my duty to enforce the 
law and I intend to do the same. I have met a few who knew 
so little of the laws that they thought the local board made 
the laws and they refused to obey. I took pains to explain 
to them that these laws were State laws and they looked on 
the other side and concluded to listen. 

Seth W. Lacey, M. D., H. O. 

ST. CEOIX COUNTY. 

Grlenwood. — ^Reports that there is no special unsanitary con- 
dition. Typhoid Fever more prevalent; cases have been mild. 
No deaths. Contagious diseases are generally reported. All 
school children are vaccinated. General result of efforts en- 
couraging. Glenwood has a fine system of waterworks. The 
mains furnishing excellent drinking water, being obtained 
from a well bored in solid rock to the depth of 253 feet; it is 
pumped into a tank and distributed through the mains. Un- 
fortunately the pump had to be repaired during the month 
of August, the supply of water cut off. The water supply dur- 
ing the interval was taken from the old-time wells which I 
think accounts largely for the prevalency of Typhoid, Diarrhoea, 
and Dysentery. 

H. C. Fickes, M. D., H. O. 

Roberts. — ^Reports no special unsanitary condition. The law 
generally observed requiring the reporting of dangerous con- 
tagious disease, and isolation of patients, and all attendants, 
and disinfection of all that come in contact, is carried' out. 
The rule of the State Board of Health requiring vaccination 
is observed. General result of efforts to restrict the spread 
of contagious disease encouraging. 

A. E. Gendron, M. D., H. O. 
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SAUK COUNTY. 

Baraboo City. — ^Reports population of 5,000. Health officer 
given authority to act in emergency. The city is in a very 
good sanitary condition. There has been scarcely any con- 
tagious disease during the past year (1894). The law requir- 
ing the reporting of dangerous contagious disease is observed. 
No child is allowed to enter our schools without a certificate 
of vaccination. Have been health officer of this city for the 
past eight years. No persons have had Typhoid Fever in this 
city unless they have been drinking well or cistern water. 
No case of Diphtheria or Scarlet Fever has ever spread from 
the house where originally found, and I am satisfied it need 
not do so if rigidly quarantined and the premises properly 
fumigated and cleaned after the disease has disappeared. 
There is no doubt in my mind that sulphur gas will kill germs, 
but we must have the quantity and the time to do so. Wis- 
consin people, I think, and I am sure Baraboo people, are be- 
coming educated to obey the rules of the board of health. 

Chas. Gorst, M. D., H. O. 

Bear Creek Tp. — Reports no special unsanitary condition. The 
law is generally observed which requires the reporting of dan- 
gerous contagious disease. The rule of the State Board of 
Health requiring vaccination is not generally observed. '^ 
have not had any trouble in getting people to comply with 
health rules except vaccination. I notified every school dis- 
trict with a written notice. The physician that vaccinated 
did" some bad work and caused some bad sores, which dis- 
gusted the people and they would not comply with the rule. 
I vaccinated some with good success." 

Joshua Prouty, H. O. 

Greenfield. — ^Reports board of health! does not meet reg- 
ularly. Has not been called together since organization. 
Health officer is not given authority to act in emergency. 
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There has been no sickness during the past year from local 
causes. The rule of the State Board of Health requiring Tac- 
cination is observed. General result of efforts to restrict the 
spread of contagious disease has been encouraging. 

R G. Cowles, H. O. 

Ironton Tp. — Keports about 1,500 i)opulation. Board of 
health met once to decide upon the extent of restrictions in 
a case of Scarlet Fever. Health officer has no fixed salary 
and is not given authority to act in emergency. There has 
been less sickness the past year than ever before. The i^ast 
summer there has been more Diarrhoeal disease than usuaL 
We have had no Typhoid Fever and very little Diphtheria and 
Scarlet Fever. The law requiring the reporting of dangerous 
contagious diseases is observed. The rule of the State Board 
of Health requiring vaccination is observed in some districts. 
General result of efforts to restrict the spread of contagious 
disease encouraging. 

A. G. Dennett, M. D., H. O. 

Merrimaxsk. — ^Board of health met three times in May and 
June. Its proceedings and orders are recorded. Health offi- 
cer is given authority to act in emergency. We have had 
less cases of Diphtheria and Scarlet Fever. There has been 
no Typhoid Fever. Contagious diseases are controlled by 
strict quarantine. The law requiring the reporting of danger- 
ous contagious diseases and the rule of the State Board of 
Health requiring vaccination are observed. General result of 
efforts encouraging. 

Geo. S. Shepard, H. O. 

Xorth Freedom. — ^Reports that health officer is given author- 
ity to act in emergency. There has been no sickness during 
the past year (1894) of a contagious character. The law re- 
quiring the reporting of dangerous contagious disease and 
the rule of the State Board of Health requiring vaccination 
generally observed. There has been a large amount of Di- 
arrhoeal disease during the present fall. I think that the 
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great cause of this with cliildren was due to the milk of cows 
being rendered impure by weeds, etc., eaten on account of 
want of grass. 

]Sr. F. Ditman, M. D., H. O. 
Woodland. — ^Rejmrts that board of health met once to take 
action in regard to drainage at a cheese factory. Health of- 
ficer is given authority to act in emergency. There has been 
less sickness during the past year. The rule of the State 
Board of Health requiring vaccination is only partially ob- 
served. General result of efforts to restrict the spread of con- 
tagious disease encouraging. 

A. B. Stuck, H. O. 

SAWYER COUNTY. 

Hayward. — ^Reports there has been very little sickness and 
no epidemics. The law requiring/ the reporting of dangerous 
contagious disease generally observed. Rule of the State 
Board of Health requiring vaccination has been fully com- 
plied with. Greneral result of efforts to r3strict the spread 
of contagious disease encouraging. 

J. B. Trowbridge, 21. D., H. O. 

SHAWANO COUNTY. 

Birnamwood. — ^Reports that drainage is bad about lower end 
of town. The law requiring a report of dangerous contagious 
disease is generally observed. The rule of the State Board 
of Health requiring vaccination not observed . A health offi- 
cer in this town is of great need yet inhabitants do not care 
or realize what is exi)ected on their part. 

Jno. C. Pettey, M. D., H. O. 

Shawano. — ^Rei)orts that the health officer is authorized to act 
in emergency. There are no special unsanitary conditions ex- 
isting at the present time. The law which requires the re- 
porting of dangerous contagious disease generally observed . AlI 
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small portion of the people hare been vaccinaited during tlie last 
six months but the rule of the State Board of Health requir- 
ing vaccination of school children not observed. 

W. H. Cantwell, M. D., H. O. 
Wittenberg. — Reports that there is one mill pond which while 
not stagnant still contains considerable deleterious matter 
owing to the low water. The rule requiring the report of dan- 
gerous contagious disease is observed. During the past year 
from 300 to 400 children have been vaccinated, also a few 
grown people. Previous to that very little vaccination has 
been done. There is considerable low land within the village 
not drained. Privies are not in a sanitary condition but owing 
to the amount of room we have I do not think are especially 
dangerous. 

W. E. Pembleton, M. D., H. O. 

SHEBOYGAN COUNTY. 

City of Plymouth. — ^Reports 2,000 inhabitants. Board of 
health does not meet regular'ly and have had no meeting since 
organization last spring. Board of health has no recorded 
resolution giving health officer authority to act in emergency. 
No special sanitary work has been done during the past year. 
We have uadrained lands, foul mill-ponds and water courses, 
etc. Nothing is done for the suppression or control of conta- 
gious diseases. We have had 30 cases of Scarlet Fever with 
2 deaths. The law is not generally observed which requires 
the reporting of dangerous contagious diseases. The people 
in this vicinity have been quite thoroughly vaccinated, and the 
rule of the State Board of Health requiring vaccination is ob- 
served. In regard to reports of contagious disease: No reports 
are received except oii solicitation, and I report them when I 
can to the state. The two deaths occurred (Scarlet Fever^ 
last week, and I knew of the cases because I was called in 
consultation. The general result of efforts to restrict the 
spread of contagious disease is discouraging. I have fre- 
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quently asked the president of the board of health, to call a 
meeting and pass certain ordinances that are needful, but this 
has not been done and I am forced to allow all the require- 
ments of the State Board of Health to go by default. Occa- 
sionlally I get a report of a case of Scarlet Fever and the house 
i^s placarded, but no quarantine is established, and in nearly 
every instance (not all) children of the same family attend the 
public schools. Without the support of the local authorities I 
can do nothing, and have not tried. The board of education claim 
that the State Board of Health has no jurisdiction over their 
affairs (health), and our common council (taking the word of 
the mayor for it) is of the same opinion. I am health officer 
in name only. With such a state of affairs we are at the mercy 
of Providence if Small Pox becomes epidemic here this winter. 

John H. Dawley, M. D., H. O. 

Elkhart — Keports no special unsanitary conditions. Law gen- 
erally observed which requires the reporting of dangerous con- 
tagious disease. One-half of the people in the vicinity have 
been vaccinated within the past five years but the rule of the 
State Board of Health requiring vaccination is not observed. 
.There has been no contagious disease in the town for the past 
two years. I cannot get the people to consent to have their 
children vaccinated that attend school. There are but one- 
fourth of them vaccinated; they simply say, "We won't do it." 
I tell them it is necessary and also required by the State Board 
of Health but it does not make any difference. 

P. M. Linz, M. D., H. O. 

Greenbush Tp. — ^Reports population 1,924. Board of health 
does not meet regularly. Health officer is given authority 
to act in emergency and there is a recorded resolution to that 
effect. We have had no special sanitary work to do. No 
unsanitary conditions exist. We have had a very healthy 
year. The rule of the State Board of Health requiring vacci- 
nation is not observed. General result of efforts to restrict the 
spread of contagions disease encouraging. 

R A. Van Alstyne, H. O. 
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Herman Tp. — ^Reports board of health met once for organ- 
ization. Its proceedings and orders are not regularly kept. 
Health officer is not given authority to act in emergency. 
There has been no special sanitary work done this year. The 
unsanitary conditions existing are the privies and stables 
which furnish the chief sources of danger. Summer Com- 
plaint has been notably prevalent in this vicinity during the 
past year. The law requiring the reporting of dangerous con- 
tagious diseases and the rule of the State Board of Health 
requiring vaccination observed. General result of efforts to 
restrict the spread of contagious disease encouraging. 

Chas. Schaper, M. D., H. O. 

Holland. — ^Reports board of health meets once or twice a 
year. Health officer is given authority to act in emergency. 
Rule of the State Board of Health requiring vaccination only 
partially observed. General result of efforts encouraging. 

L. Van Altena, M. D., H. O. 

Lyndon Tp. — ^Reports that the health officer is expected to at- 
tend to everything that occurs pertaining to the health de- 
partment of the town. The community is in very good sani- 
tary condition . There have been less cases of contagious dis- 
ease than formerly. Dysentery and Cholera Morbus have ex- 
isted in great abundance since July, 1894. The law requir- 
ing reporting of contagious diseases and the rule of the State 
Board of Health requiring vaccination not generally observed, 
but by many however. General result of efforts to restrict 
the spread of contagious disease very encouraging. 

A. W. Kratzsch, M. D., H. O. 

Mitchell Tp. — ^Reports health officer authorized to act in emer- 
gency. No special unsanitary condition existing. Contagious 
diseases reported. Rule of State Board of Health requiring 
vaccination not observed. Two cases of Small Pox have oc- 
curred during the past year, 1894; first case occurred about 
the 16th of July. As soon as diagnosed, report was made to 
the State Board of Health and quarantine effected as well 
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as could be done in a very remote rural di&trict. Town board 
nobly assisted the attending physician in his efforts to restrict 
and stamp out the disease. Everybody who had been ex- 
posed was vaccinated as well as those in the neighborhood 
who were not exposed. On the 11th day of the disease the 
patient died of the most malignant form of confluent Small 
Pox. Four days thereafter the father of the deceased, who 
had had mild Small Pox when eight years of age in Ireland, 
was taken sick with Varioloid, but soon recovered. Clothes, 
bedding, and other valuables were burned in large quantities. 
About 30 pounds of sulphur was used for fumigation and after 
the whole house had been repeatedly scrubbed and white- 
washed it was left open for six weeks or more before anybody 
returned to it. A physician in a neighboring town who saw 
the first case with the attending physician on the fourth day 
after the eruption appeared, using the greatest precautions 
while in the room, such as tying a sponge on his nose and 
mouth soaked in a mercurial solution, doing his hair and hands 
up similarly and changing clothes after a bath as soon as he 
left the room in which he remained not more than one and 
one-half minutes, contracted the disease from which he died. 
This physician had never been successfully vaccinated, while 
the attending physician, who made in all 13 visits from five 
to fifteen minutes each, using only ordinary precautions, but 
who had been successfully vaccinated, escaped. There never 
was a plainer case in evidence favorable to vaccination than 
these two men afforded and the circumstance should be a les- 
son and a warning skeptics. 

Peter McGrain, H. O. 

Scott Tp. — ^Reports no special unsanitary condition. Decrease 
in contagious disease. The law requiring the report of dan- 
gerous contagious disease and the rule of the State Board of 
Health requiring vaccination are enforced. The people of 
this locality are very much afraid of contagious disease, es- 
pecially Small Pox, Diphtheria and Scarletina, hence, placard- 
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ing premises has proved a very effective quarantine. Care 
has been taken that premises have been well cleaned after 
these diseases and it is rare for them to spread beyond the 
first case or two. The people are not as particular as they 
might be about the location of wells but it seems ais if the 
filthy water that many of them drink had but little impres- 
sion on their health. 

E. A. Bemis, M. D., H. O. 

Russell Tp. — ^Reports that board of health does not hold reg- 
ular meetings. Its proceedings and orders are recorded. 
Health officer receives a' salary of |2.00 per day if at w^ork, and 
is not authorized to act in emergency. We have no unsan- 
itary^ conditions as there is no city, or village, or river, or 
mill-pond in our town. We have had no contagious diseases dur- 
ing the past year. The inile of the State Board of Health re- 
quii'ing vaccination is not observed as it should be. 

Jacob Siegmund, H. O. 

Sherman Tp. — ^Reports population of 1,700. Health officer 
is not given authority to act in emergency. Xo contiigious 
diseases reported. The ruje of the State Board of Health, 
requiring vaccination is not observed. 

T. E. Malloy, M. D., H. O. 

TAYLOR COUNTY. 

Greenwood Tp. — ^Reports no special unsanitary conditions ex- 
cept a few foul privies. The law requiring the report of dan- 
gerous contagious disease not observed. Our town is preju- 
diced against vaccination. We are a healthy backwoods set- 
tlement, in sparsely settled district. People generally drink 
pure water, breathe pure air, eat and drink temperately, take 
healthy exercise, and plenty of sound, quiet, undisturbed, 
healthy sleep. They should enjoy health and usually do. I 
find i)eople do not like to be dictated to in hygienic matters. 
They will bear any amount of advice and frequently profit by 
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it but are alert, contrary, and on the defensive as soon as 
anything arbitrary is proposed. 

Geo. Knower, H. O. 

Grover |Tp. — ^Rejxyrts several cases of Typko-malarial Fever. 
Contagious diseases generally reported. Rule of the State 
Board of Health requiring vaccination observed. State Board 
of Health always notified promptly as soon as contagious dis- 
eases come to my knowledge. General result of efforts en- 
couraging. The only suggestion I have to make is that the 
State Board of Health enact a law making a stated salary for 
health oflftcer so that such officer can afford to look up the 
unsanitary conditions. 

Geo. H. Brown, H. O. 

Medford City. — ^Reports health officer authorized to act in 
emergency. No special unsanitary conditions existing at 
the present time. Rule of the State Board of Health requir- 
ing vaccination not observed; probably one-half the people iu 
the vicinity have been vaccinated within the past five years. 
I observe that the health officer is often abused by some peo- 
ple for not complying with their ideas in all things. 

T. M. Miller, M. D.,H. O. 



TREMPEALEAU COUNTY. 



Pigeon Tp. — ^Reports that there is no special unsanitary con- 
dition. Health of the people generally good. The law re- 
quiring the report of contiigious disease observed. School 
children have all been vaccinated. I have met with consid- 
erable difficulty regarding vaccination as some district boards 
refuse to have children vaccinated. A great many cases of 
vaccination last spring resulted in an inflammation of the 
12— B. H. 
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arm and severe illness which of course had a tendency to 
make opposition stronger and caused a belief that impure 
vaccine was used. Vaccination was i)erformed at a time, I 
think in February, when the weather was quite severe and 
perhaps this caused some of the unpleasant results. 

B. M. Sletteland, H. O. 

Preston Tp. — ^Reports that the health officer is given authority 
to act in emergency. Sanitary conditions are pretty good. A 
slaughter house too n^ir the village was removed last apring, 
1894. Contagious diseases generally reported and rule of 
the State Board of Health requiring vaccination observe<l. 
While ^ye or ten years ago epidemics of Scarlet Fever, Diph- 
theria, and Typhoid Fever, every year killed a great many 
children and grown people, it is now. seldom to meet cases 
of contagious disease that spread from one farm to the other. 
The isolation of the sick, the closing of the schools, etc., seems 
to have a ,ood effect on stopping the epidemic. 

Thos. Bodom, H. O. 

Whitehall Vil. — ^Reports health officer authorized to act in 
emergency. Ko special unsanitary condition reported. 
Amount of sickness great deal less than for years past Law 
requiring the reporting of contagious diseases and the rule of 
the State Board of Health requiring vaccination observed. 
General result of efforts very encouraging. I have been the 
health officer in this county for 15 years. We have had no 
sickness in this village to speak; of for the past year, 1894. 
It has been for a number of years very sickly here but for 
the past two years it has grown less. We are well organized 
as a health board and the people try to do as we ask them. 

W. E. Parker, M. D., H. O. 
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VERNON COUNTY. 

Coon Tp. — ^Reports that the board upholds the acts of the 
health officer. No special unsanitary conditions are found in 
the town. Drinking water is obtained from springs or cis- 
ters and all lots are well drained. I believe it has been an 
unusually healthy year (1894), remarkably free from conta- 
gious diseases. The law requiring the report of dangerous 
contagious disease generally observed. There was practically 
no. vaccination until last summer; I do not believe much over 
fifty per cent, are vaccinated now. Nothing has been done 
to enforce the rule of the State Board of Health requiring vac- 
cination, only all the physicians in our neighborhood have 
strictly urged it privately and through the press. It appears 
to me next to impossible to estimate cases of Diarrhoea and 
Cholera Morbus in a township when the practice is divided. 
Would it not be better to have every physician give the num- 
ber treated? The health officers could easily give names of 
physicians practicing in the neighborhood. 

J. K. Schriener, M. D., H. O. 

Hillsboro Vil. — ^Reports no special unsanitary condition. Not 
much sickness during the past year, 1894. Law requiring the 
reporting of dangerous contagious disease and the rule of the 
State Board of Health requiring vaccination generally ob- 
served. I have made more enemies since I was health officer 
than I ever did any other way. It is a new thing to them 
here to have the law enforced. 

S. N. Jones, M. D., H. O. 

Liberty Tp. — ^Reports sanitary condition very good. The law 
requiring the reporting of dangerous contagious disease not 
observed. It is my opinion that the causes are, first, ignor- 
ance; second, no legally constituted health board has ever 
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existed and such, as there was never jyaid much, attention to 
enforcing rules and teaching the people. People are against 
all sanitary rules. The rule of the State Board of Health, re- 
quiring vaccination is ignored by the school board. Some 
boards want to do right but are afraid tke law is unconstitu- 
tional. The township has not suffered much, from contagions 
diseases but this is not due to any improvement in observance 
of quarantine rules. The people are very opposed to the law 
obliging children to be vaccinated before attending school. 
They say it is only a scheme among the doctors to make 
money. It is next to impossible to get people to observe quar- 
antine orders, and it is my opinion that should a Small Po(X 
case materialize here, the disease would spread rapidly. 

W. E. Belt, M. D., H. O. 

Sterling Tp. — ^Reports no special unsanitary condition. Law 
generally observed requiring the report of dangerous conta- 
gious disease. The reason for neglecting to report all cases 
is the mildness of the disease as it has been with. Scarlet Fever 
this year. Children are well before they are sick enough, to 
call a physician. The rule of the State Board of Health, re- 
quiring vaccination is not very strictly attended to but i)er- 
haps when the winter terms commence it will be. We have 
less trouble than formerly in enforcing quarantine and suc- 
ceed better in confining such disease to houses where it 
breaks out I think now that if we can convince the people 
that the mildest form of some diseases can give off the germ 
and thus produce the most malignant type in others, they will 
report the cases sooner even if it is doubtful. That the disgrace 
is "not in contracting but in concealing such diseases." 

S. A. Mellen, M. D., H. O. 

Viroqua.— Reports that the health officer is authorized to act 
in emergency. There are two privies within 60 to 100 feet- 
of public well. The law not enforced requiring the report 
of contagious diseases. We have some doctors here who will 
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not agree to anything with some of the other doctors. They 
are not on friendly terms with one another. The rule of the 
State Board of Health requiring vaccination is not observed. 
General result of efforts to restrict the spread of contagious 
disease discouraging. 

A. P. Minshall, M. D., H. D. 



\^LAS COUNTY. 

Minocqua, — ^Reports that the health officer is empowered to 
act in emergency. The C, M. & St. P. Ry. now extending 
has dammed about 25 acres of low swamp now covered by 
water from 2 inches to 30 feet in depth which will be a source 
of disease and a filthy nuisance. No chance to drain. 
Dysentery and Cholera Infantum have been, prevalent during 
the past year, 1894. The law requiring the report of danger- 
ous contagious disease, also the rule of the State Board of 
Health requiring vaccination generally observed. The people 
generally have acted promptly when' notified to clean up or 
disinfect or remove any offal or other nuisance and I feel that 
our town is in a very good condition except where the railroad 
has dammed up a swamp a few rods from the main street. 

E. Hudson, M. D., H. O.. 



WALWORTH COUNTY. 

Bloomfield. — ^Reports no special unsanitary conditions. It has 
been a year (1894) of unusual health. The village is strictly 
rural. Our water supply comes largely from deep wells that 
are drilled or bored, consequently it is pure, and Typhoid Fever 
that used to be common when we had the old surface well 
has almost disappeared. The people are heartUy in sympathy 



Digitized by 



Google 



182 Report of the 



Extracts Jrom Correspondence, 



with the state's efforts to improve sanitary conditions and pre- 
Tent diseases. The law requiring the report of dangerous 
contagious disease and the rule of the State Board of Health 
requiring vaccination are observed- 

B. J. Bill, M. D., H. O. 

Delavan Tp. — ^Rei)orts no si)ecial unsanitary condition exist- 
ing in the town at present, 1894. The law requiring the report- 
ing of dangerous contagious disease not generally observed 
because of carelessness, and the rule of the State Board of 
Health requiring vaccination has been carried out so far as 
I know. 

D. B. Devendorf, M. D., H. O. 

Elkhorn. — ^Reports that the health officer is authorized to act 
in emergency. Xo special unsanitary condition. There has 
been no Diphtheria during the year, 1894. Scarlet Fever has 
decreased. There has been a large amount of bowel com- 
plaint, Dysentery and Diarrhoea. The law requiring the re- 
port of dangerous contagious disease and the rule of the State 
Board of Health requiring vaccination observed. 

Geo. H. Young, M. D., H. O. 

Walworth. — ^Reports that the health officer is authorized to 
act in emergency. No special unsanitary condition. Law re- 
quiring the report of dangerous contagious disease and the 
rule of the State Board of Health requiring vaccination ob- 
served. We have no trouble in securing the hearty co-opera- 
tion of the town i)eople in enforcing wholesome sanitary reg- 
ulations. 

Edw. E. Campbell, H. O. 
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WASHBUEN COIlNTY. 

Minong. — ^Reports no special unsanitary condition. This is 
a new town, just settled, and there has been no call for a 
health, officer yet. School children dire vaccinated and the 
law generally observed which requires the reporting of dan- 
gerous contagious disease. 

R E. Southerland, H. O. 

Spooner. — ^Reports that the health officer is given authority 
to act in emergency. No si)ecial unsanitary conditions exist. 
IS'umber of contagious diseases during the past year, 1894, 
have diminished. The law is generally observed which re- 
quires the reporting of dangerous contagious disease; also the 
rule of the State Board of Health requiring yaccination. Gen- 
eral result of efforts to restrict the spread of contagious dis- 
ease encouraging. 

S. R Bricker, M. D., H. O. 

Veazie Tp. — ^Reports no special unsanitary condition. Health 
officer authorized to act in emergency. Children have all been 
vaccinated. We have never had any contagious disease. 

Henry Martell, H. O. 



WASHIXGTO]sr COr^sTY. 

Hartford Tp. and City. — Report no special unsanitary condi- 
tion. Diminution in the number of cases of Scarlet Fever 
and Diphtheria. Law requiring the reporting of dangerous 
contagious disease generally observed; also the rule of the 
State Board of Health requiring vaccination. General re- 
sults of efforts encouraging. Vaccination was opposed by 
many last spring, among whom were several clergymen. An 
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article in the "Columbia" of Milwaukee (I think) furnished an 
excuse for many German speaking clergymen. While a great 
many people could not be coaxed nor threatened into con- 
senting/ to have their children vaccinated last spring, I noticed 
that they were the first to apply after the "scare'' was on in 
Milwaukee. Many have no faith in vaccination when there 
is no Small) Pox within a hundred miles, but almoist an epi- 
demic within forty miles causes their conversion at once. 

F. W. Rogers, M. D., H. O. 

Sohleisingerville. — Health officer authorized to act in emer- 
gency. Three slaughter houses existing in the village consti- 
tute the special unsanitary condition. Dangerous contagi- 
ous diseases are reported, and strict quarantine is maintained 
in aJl cases. Rule of the State Board of Health requiring 
vaccination observed. General result of efforts encourtaging. 

J. E. Reichert, M. D., H. O. 

Trenton Tp. — ^Reports that the health officer is authorized to 
act in emergency. We have no special unsanitary condition, 
except the slaughter house and that has been improved. The 
greatest danger to our people is from the tramps. We have 
to take them in our hotels where there are children but we 
will try and remedy it this winter by preparing a special place 
for them. We have had more Diphtheria in the past year 
than we had in the eight previous years; we have done all in 
our power in the way of quarantine and disinfection. Con- 
tagious diseases are reported as required by law. Rule of the 
State Board of Health requiring vaccination is not observed. 

L. P. Bollard, M. D., H. O. 

West Bend City. — The special unsanitary condition within 
the jurisdiction of the board of health is the pollution of the 
Milwaukee river and slaughter houses, although these latter 
are in far better condition than they were formerly. The law 
requiring the report of dangerous contagious disease, I think. 
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is not observed for tke reason tliat in the first place the en- 
deavor to please customers, and in the second, indolence. I 
think the most of our people are vaccinated. The rule of the 
State Board of Health requiring vaccination is generally ob- 
served. 

Sebastian Keller, M. D., H. O. 



WAUKESHA COUNTY. 

Merton. — ^Reports that all members of the board of health 
have power to act in emergency. The rule of the State Board 
of Health requiring vaccination is pretty thoroughly observed. 
No contagious diseases have occurred during the past year, 
1894. 

Jno. L. Farley, M. D., H. O. 

Pewaukee Tp. — ^Reports that there are no special unsanitary 
conditions existing. Law requiring the report of dangerous 
contagious disease and the rule of the State Board of Health 
requiring vaccination generally observed. General result of 
efforts to restrict the spread of contagious disease encourag- 
ing. 

C. E. Wintermute, M. D., H. O. 

Waukesha Vil. — Reports population 3,500. Health officer 
authorized to act in emergency. Law requiring the reporting 
of dangerous contagious disease and the rule of the State 
Board of Health requiring vaccination very closely observed. 
General result of efforts to restrict the spread of contagious 
disease very encouraging. In an experience of 42 years of ac- 
tive professional work, in country and town, I have found that 
75 per cent, of infectious diseases, including Diphtheria, 
Scarlet Fever, and Typhoid Fever can be eradicated by proper 
sanitary care. Given a case of sporadic Diphtheria or Ty- 
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pkoid Fever and the cause can be traced to a definite condi- 
tion — where the case had its genesis at some foreign point, 
isolation and disinfection if properly applied will restrict it 
to its contiguity. A campaign of education in sanitation will 
do more to banish infection than any other known agency, 
and unless the people are educated into action, continuous and 
effective, we shall go on feeing doctors and undertakers; and 
blundering and needlessly sacrifice the people of the state, all 
through infernal ignorance, little short of criminality. We can 
chain up a dog or a bull, or a glandered horse; but we must 
fight the people through all the courts before we can protect 
them from thir own infernal cussedness. Take it as a frank 
statement from an old wheelhorse, that we have 75 per cent, 
more sicknes® and mortality in the state of Wisconsin than we 
should have if we would simply use the common sense God hajs 
given us. I desire to enter my protest against the propaga- 
tion of vaccine virus without some supervision of the state 
to protect her' citizens against the greed of irresponsible per- 
sons. The evil is not to be endured any longer, unless we want 
to convert the people of Wisconsin into anti-vaecinatio<nists 
and invite one evil to escajye another. And the medical men 
of this state want to say to the incoming legislature that this 
must be attended to at once and effectually. 

Joseph Braden, M. D., H. O. 



WAUPACA COUNTY. 

Kew London. — ^Reports that board of health has held no 
regular meetings. Health officer not given authority to act 
in emergency. Special sanitary work has consisted in dis- 
infecting a few privy vaults. There is a low spot of land in 
the northern part of the city that ought to be drained and 
filled. We have had no cases of Diphtheriai or Scarlet Fever 
this year. The law requiring the reporting of dangerous con- 
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tagious diseases and the rule of the State Board of Health 
requiring vaccination are observed. We have had between 
fifteen and seventeen cases of Typhoid Fever this fall, and 
every case, so far, has been using fountain water coming from 
a depth of 150 to 200 feet, and below one or two beds of clay. 
It seems impossible for the disease to come from the water, 
as many who use the same fountain water are not afflicted 
with the disease, and in one family five have contracted the 
disease. It does not come from the milk or anything that is 
eaten, if it did the people on the south side would be afflicted 
in like proportion. Every one so far who has contracted the 
disease lives on low land and drinks fountain water. No 
one who lives on high land has been' afflicted with it, although 
most of them use the same fountain water. 

I. M. Brown, M. D., H. O. 

Waupaca City. — Board of health meets each month. Health 
officer authorized to act in emergency. There are no special 
unsanitary conditions existing. Very few contagious diseases 
in this locality. The law requiring the report of dangerous 
contagious disease and the rule of the State Board of Health 
requiring vaccination generally observed, fllie results of 
efforts encouraging. 

D. L. Manchester, M. D., H. O. 

Weyauwega. — ^Reports the mill jKmd is in very unsanitary 
condition. At Waupaca, the town above us, there is a starch 
faxjtory which dumps potato pulp and other refuse into the 
river which by the velocity of the current is carried down un- 
til it comes to our pond where it lodges and decomposes caus- 
ing a very offensive stench and at a certain stage of decom- 
position it again rises to the surface where it is frozen in the 
ice. This being our only source for ice it will be readily seen 
that all ice used is a menace to the health of the village. 
There has been no Diphtheria here for ten years until last win- 
ter. By strict quarantine and closing the public schools, 
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it was confined to a few families. Contagious diseases are 
generally reported. Rule of the State Board of Health, requir- 
ing vaccination is observed in the village. Have been health 
oflacer here for four years and am pleased to state that I have 
always had the hearty co-operation of the people in every- 
thing that related to better sanitation or suppressing any 
epidemic of contagious disease. 

E. H. Jones, M. D., H. O. 



WAUSHARA COUXTY. 

Coloma Tp. — ^Reports that as a general thing sanitary condi- 
tions are good. Law requiring the report of dangerous con- 
tagious disease generally observed; also the rule of the State 
Board of Health requiring vaccination. General result of ef- 
forts to restrict the spread of contagious disease encouraging. 

A. L. Burdick, M. D., H. O. 

Leon Tp. — ^Reports that at different times during the sum- 
mer, 1894, all water in miU pond has been run out and when 
empty which only lasted two or three hours, it left a very bad 
odor. Sianltary oonditioins are otheirwise very good. The law re- 
quiring the reporting of dangerous contagious disease would be 
observed if there were any cases to report. The rule of the 
State Board of Health requiring vaccination is strictly ob- 
served in the township. 

Geo. P. Sorensen, H. O. 

Sa:xeville Tp. — Reports that no special unsanitary conditions 
exist. The law requiring the report of dangerous contagious 
diseases and the rule of the State Board of Health requiring 
vaccination observed. All school children have been vac- 
cinated, 95 i)er cent, of which were successful. 

Dr. H. C. Van Airsdale, H. O. 
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WINNEBAGO COUNTY. 

MeBiasha, — ^Reports 5,000 inhabitants. Health, officer author- 
ized to act in. emergency. There has been less sickness during 
the past year, 1894, than usual. Fourteen; cases of Small Pox 
with 6 deiaths have occurred. The law requiring the report of 
dangerous contagious disease not observed. No children are al- 
lowed to attend public school unless they are vaccinated. 
General result of efforts to restrict the spread of contagious 
disease encouraging. 

Oshkosh. — ^Reports an estimated population of 30,000. Health 
officer receives a salary and is authorized by the board to act 
in emergency. Numerous foul privies and pig-pens, livery 
stables without sewer connection, exist, as special unsanitary 
conditions, the city sewers emptying themselves into the river 
and lake, from which the water supply is obtained, the only 
safeguards being the filters at the pumping station. Diph- 
theria and Scarlet Fever reported; Typhoid Fever not re- 
ported. No reports received from deaths of these diseases. 
The rule of the State Board of Health requiriQg vaccination 
is generally observed. Scarlet Fever during the year 1894 
has been very mild in type; many cases not being confined to 
bed at all. Diphtheria, as a rule, has been of a mild form 
for this year, 1894, though several deaths have occurred. The 
exact number cannot be stated as deaths are not reported 
officially. It seems almost impossible (unless by rigid quar- 
antine) to restrain members of a family where a contagious 
disease exists from going abroad as usual. They deem the 
placard on the house as a sufficient precaution against the 
spread of the disease. Our water supply is from private wells 
and from Lake Winnebago. The wells are subject to more or 
less contamination by their proximity to foul privies and 
barns. Our sewers all empty either into the lake direct or in- 
to the river which empties into the lake. The intake pipe at 
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the pumping station being situated between tlie two points 
of discliarge of the sewers, the intake pipe extends out into 
the lake some 600 or 700 feet from the shore line. The water 
company has a system of filters through whidh the water must 
pass before it reaches the mains for distribution. It is claimed 
by the company that fewer cases of contagious and infectious 
diseases occur in families supplied by them with water, than 
among those who depend on wells for their supply. Neverthe- 
less the system is wrong and i)eople will only see it and be- 
lieve when an epidemic of Typhoid invades their homes, then 
and only then will a cry go up that will compel the removal 
of the pumping station to a point above the city that will in- 
sure purity to begin with and not be as it is now found by 
many to be a filtered dilution of the discharges from the sew- 
ers. 

Alexander Ault, M. D., H. O., 

Utica Tp. — ^Reports that there hasi been no si)ecial work done 
except to notify all school boards of the rule of the State Board 
of Health requiring children to be vaccinated who attend 
school. No special unsanitary conditions exist. In no in- 
stance has a case of contagious disease been reported by the 
attending physician; I can give no reason except a criminal 
disregard of law and duty. We have found it impossible to 
prevent the intercourse of families having Diphtheria and 
Scarlet Fever, although warning cards were posted and it is 
strange that the disease has not been spread. People point 
to this fact as evidence that these diseases are not contagious. 

James G. Pickett, H. O. 

WOOD COUNTY. 

Oentralia — ^Reports sanitary condition goo.l bu' more sewer- 
alge needed'. Law^ requiring the reporting of dangeroufSGonlJagi- 
ous diseases not observed on account of negligence. Rule of the 
State Board of Health requiring vaccination enforced. Our 
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sanitary oonditioiis here kaye been much, improved during the 
past year by a system of waterworks. What we need now 
is a general ^use of the water by the public and a thorough 
system of sewerage as is expected to be planned next year. 

C. A. Boorman, M. D., H. O. 

Marshfield. — ^Reports that the drainage question is giving us 
the moist trouble, there being not a sufSoient amount of fall 
to our land and no stream to take up the refuse. The law 
requiring the report of dangerous contagious disease is 
strictly observed; also the rule of the State Board of Health 
requiring vaccination. 

K W. Doege, M. D., H. O. 

Rock Tp. — ^Reports that Health officer is authorized to act in 
emergency. No special unsanitary conditions exist. There 
has been an increase in Diphtheria and Scarlet Fever during 
the year 1894. The law requiring the report of dangerous con- 
tagious disease is observed. The rule of the State Board of 
Health requiring vaccination has not been observed. 

Timothy Ingle, H. O. 
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